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A good start 


Last weekend, the Lanarkshire Car Club ran their. popular 
Burmah Rally with International status for the first time. As 
expected, the experience both of the organizers and of the 
competitors emphasized that, as far as British events are 
concerned, it is a very clever or foolhardy person who will 
attempt to define the differences between an International and 
a National rally these days. After the event, two men very 
closely associated with the rally—Clerk of the Course Ian Muir 
and RAC Steward Jack Kemsley—were reluctant to state that 
the Burmah had been an International in every sense of the 
word, but were understandably confident that it had been a 
huge success, and that the slightly controversial upgrading in 
status had been more than justified. Kemsley really put his 
finger on the crux of the whole business of status when he said 
that any change to an event with proven format must inevitably 
be a gradual one, and that the Burmah had made an exception- 
ally good start. 

It is easy to over-emphasize the achievement of International 
status, and there is no doubt that Kemsley has the thing in 
perspective. Surely this country’s most experienced RAC 
Steward, part of Kemsley’s well-tried process of assessing 
events is to ask the people most closely affected: the competi- 
tors themselves. Until he receives his questionnaires back from 
the rally crews he has selected for his survey, Kemsley naturally 
cannot say what the impact of the event has been on the people 
who matter. But he was very encouraged by the event, and had 
few adverse comments to make. 

Kemsley praised the Lanarkshire CC for their excellent 
paperwork (for both competitors and reporters, this was indeed 
first-class), and he felt that any regulation problems would 
easily be sorted out next year, when all International rallies are 
to use standardized regulations. He was not in favour of the use 
of stages twice, and felt that the Burmah was a little short for an 
International, but these are two aspects of the event of which 
Muir is fully conscious, and working to improve. 


Both Burmah and the organizing club will be holding post 
mortems in the near future, but their initial reaction is to give 
each other a pat on the back. Obviously very pleased with the 
way things went, Muir was surprised and delighted when 
Burmah Director Peter Maynard unexpectedly announced at 
the prizegiving that Burmah will be continuing its sponsorship 
in 1978. 

This will be the ninth year of this sponsorship programme, 
making the association surely one of the longest-standing seen 
in the sport. Consistent relationships such as this do our sport 
immeasurable good, and that between the Lanarkshire CC and 
Burmah sets an excellent example of the kind of promotion to 
which all rally organizers in this country should aspire. Like 
those most closely associated with the Burmah International, 
we are satisfied of the validity of the event with this status, and 
look forward with confidence to the steady growth of the rally 
to the point of most satisfaction to organizers, sponsors and 
competitors alike. 


cover picture 


Scoring his second British victory of the season, Hannu Mikkola 
brought Team Toyota’s run of bad luck to an end last weekend 
when he ran out a convincing winner of the Burmah International. 
The Finn demoralized the opposition by setting the fastest times 
on seven of the first elght stages, and won by a comfortable 
margin. Photo: Colin Taylor Productions. 


next week 


Will Niki Lauda take a step nearer the 1977 World Championship 
title next Sunday? Read Nigel Roebuck’s full report of the Dutch 
Grand Prix at Zandvoort—More Ford versus Flat in the World 
Rally Champlonship Thousand Lakes In Finland—Full coverage 
of the Bank Holiday sport, Including the big International Formula 
3 double-header at Donington and Silverstone and the important 
ShellSport Group 8 race at Brands Hatch« 


“These items were correct at the time of going to press. 
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Murray’s radical Brabham 
BT46—LED and no ‘rads’ 


When first we glanced at these pictures 
of Gordon Murray’s new Brabham 
BT46, we thought those ‘marks’ on the 
sides of the car were some futuristic 
colour scheme. Closer examination, 
however, reveals that the ‘marks’ are 
very slightly raised. They are, in fact, 
the radiators! 

This is but one of the innovative 
‘eatures of Murray’s latest design. 
sordon himself defines his main aims 
‘or the new Brabham as being: an 
idvanced technical concept in order to 
»btain a long term performance advan- 
age, a reduction in weight to compen- 


sate for the relatively heavy 12-cylinder 
Alfa Romeo engine and high fuel con- 
sumption, and an improvement in the 
area of driver safety. 

The design and building time of the 
BT46 have been considerably longer 
than normal, due to the technical inno- 
vation and the utilisation of many aero- 
space-type materials and new construc- 
tion methods. The new car follows 


current Brabham practice in having a 
low frontal area and a low centre of 
gravity. The chassis section marks a 
return to the triangular format used 
with success in the BT44. 


When laying out a racing chassis, one 
of the most important preliminary de- 
sign considerations is the placing of the 
water and oil radiators, the position 
chosen often dictating the general 
shape and layout of the car. Which 
brings us to the ‘marks’ on the side of 
the car. These make up a surface cool- 
ing system, comprising two water sur- 
face heat exhangers and two oil surface 
heat exchangers. The heat exchangers 
are constructed from high strength alu- 
minium alloy and are integral with the 
monocoque structure, thereby provid- 
ing a considerable saving in weight. The 
liquid to be cooled flows through a 
double-skinned channel which forms 
the outer skin of the chassis. Cooling is 
achieved by heat rejection through the 
outer wall and subsequently through a 
specially designed finned outer surface 
to the air. Another aspect of the new 
system to be considered is that the 
aerodynamic drag induced by the heat 
exchanger is minimal, far less than with 
conventional radiators, of course. 

Gordon Murray has also paid a lot of 
attention to the comfort of the driver. 
There is a dip brazed cockpit cooling 
panel, which is also a structural mem- 
ber in the chassis. The panel comprises 
two sheets of aluminium separated by a 
corrugated and perforated aluminium 
sandwich. The airflow is collected in a 
forward facing duct and distributed into 
the cockpit area via a dust separator in 
the panel. The panel doubles as a safety 
feature, strengthening and stiffening 
the chassis section in front of the driver. 

The car’s braking system is the result 
of an 18-month development pro- 
gramme with Dunlop, and borrows 
much of its material and design data 
from the Dunlop-backed Concorde. 
The brake disc itself is of composite 
construction, using a special steel core 
with a carbon fibre friction surface, the 
pads also made from a carbon fibre 
compound. Girling calipers and cylin- 
ders are used in the system. 

Next, the instrumentation. The rev 
Counter is conventional; the other in- 
strumentation is not. Information on 
the engine pressures and temperatures 
is monitored and displayed electronical- 
ly. Oil temperature and pressure, water 
temperature and fuel pressure, all are 
monitored continuously from transmit- 
ters on the engine, the: information 
being relayed to a transducer/switch 
box mounted in the dash panel. Any of 
them may be called upon by the driver, 
by using the switch box. The informa- 
tion is then displayed on a three-digit 
electronic read-out, positioned in the 


bove: Gordon Murray poses with the highly innovative Brabham BT46. Along the sides are the ‘cooling surfaces’ which replace 
mventional radiators. The striking new car was due to undergo testing at Alfa’s Balocco test track at the beginning of this week. 


centre of the steering wheel. In addition 
to this, should any of these four 
pressures/temperatures exceed a preset 
value, a warning lamp indicates the 
source of the problem to the driver. 
The relevant data can then be displayed 
and cancelled from the switch box on 
the dash. 

Another electronic system, sharing 
the digital display box on the steering 
wheel, is the automatic, onboard lap 
timing system. The car receives a signal 
once a lap and then automatically dis- 
plays the elapsed time from the pre- 
vious lap, holds the displays and then 
self cancels, as with an LED watch. 

We haven't finished yet. The BT46 
also comes complete with an onboard 
jacking system, comprising three inter- 
connected pneumatic cylinders which 
are activated through a quick release 
coupling by an external air supply. 
These jacks can lift the car, driver and 
full fuel load in less than one second. 
This sort of system has been in use at 
Indianapolis for a number of years, but 
is new to F1 racing. With the total 
unsuitability of slicks on a wet track and 
the guaranteeed unpredictability of the 
world’s weather, this facility could 
make a tremendous difference in a wet- 
dry-wet race such as we had at Zolder 
this year. 

Murray says that many of the new 
items on the BT46 were introduced 
primarily for a reduction in weight over 
the existing BT45 chassis. The transaxle 
unit, the result of a joint operation 
between Alfa Romeo and Brabham, 
plays a very important part in the 
weight saving programme, having inte- 
gral suspension mounting points, a me- 
‘chanically actuated clutch release 
mechanism, a built-in dry sump system 
and a lightweight 6-speed gear train. 
The dash structure, steering mecha- 
nism, front and rear roll-over hoops, 
surface cooling panels and oil tank are 
all integral with the chassis in an at- 
tempt to reduce the weight of the car. A 
great deal of work has been done in 
fabrication methods, using titanium and 
aluminium alloys. A minimal amount of 
steel is used on the car. 

Safety has played an important part 
in Murray’s considerations. The chassis 
section, for instance, shows a reversal 
of the current trend in monocoque 
design in that it extends up and beyond 
the driver’s shoulders, thereby enclos- 
ing him in an all-metal structure as 
opposed to a low-section chassis and 
plastic cockpit fairing. The front wing, 
wing support and nose assembly is a 
separate monocoque structure incorpo- 
rating foam-filled compartments. In the 
event of an accident, the entire assem- 
bly collapses progressively. In front the 
driver is a double-skinned ‘armour 
plate’ panel leading up to the dash and 
forming a support for the front roll-over 
hoop. A new type of non-inflammable, 
non-toxic foam is employed in the de- 
formable structures. 

We can’t wait to see the new car, 
which was due to be launched and 
tested by John Watson at Balocco at the 
beginning of this week. It may well be 
taken to Zandvoort so that people can 
see it, but is unlikely to be seen in 
action before practice at Monza. That 
multi-purpose digital read-out is going 
to take some getting used to... . 


Tambay and 
Ferrari 


Further to our snippet last week sug- 
gesting that Patrick Tambay might find 
himself in a Ferrari next year, we hear 
that the Frenchman was, in fact, at 
Maranello on Tuesday. No one goes 
there for a holiday. . . . 
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At the moment, the only plan available of the new "Ring is this rather vague 


photograph. Work should be completed by 1980. 


Eine Kleine 
Nurburgring 


Last week, plans of the new seven 
kilometre circuit at the Niirburgring 
were revealed to us. No final decision 
to go ahead with the project has yet 
been taken, but no major problems are 
anticipated and the go-ahead is confi- 
dently expected in October. 

The dilemma of the Niirburgring area 
was clearly stated by a resident of the 
Eifel area who spoke to our reporter: 
“If the Niirburgring dies, you can forget 
this area. There is little or no industry 
here, little agriculture on a large 
scale . . . in short, the area is poor. But 
the Nirburgring brings tourism, a lot of 
money and a lot of work. They come to 
see a circuit where Caracciola, Fangio, 
Moss, Clark, Stewart and other greats 
have raced Grand Prix cars. But if GP 
cars don’t race there, then the circuit 
lacks status—not necessarily right 
away, but in years to come when sup- 
port of the Ring will matter even more 
to the community’”’. 

Therefore, government at both local 
and national levels is concerned at the 
loss of the German Grand Prix at the 
*Ring. Without the tourism attracted by 
it, the area’s future looks bleak. so the 
Nurburgring’s own company has inves- 
tigated the possibilities of building a 
new circuit, one acceptable to the Fi 
drivers of today. The intention is to 
build a seven-kilometre circuit on the 
northern half of the south circuit. Most 
of this land is owned by the company, 
and the new track will use the current 
pit straight, although the pits them- 
selves and the paddock area will be 
new. 

Certain guidelines have been taken 
into account with the new plans. The 
circuit, for instance, must not be too 
fast. (Are we really coming to this? A 
Grand Prix circuit—for S00bhp cars— 
must not be too fast?!) The thinking 
behind this is that fast circuits have the 
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disadvantage of being on the safety 
limit for the upper echelons: whefi the 
corners are too fast, the cars go through 
them too fast, and pretty soon you have 
to start building chicanes all over the 
place. Which is why diagrams of most 
of the world’s major circuits now ap- 
pear to be the work of a spaced out 
spider with ink on its feet. These days, 
it is the circuit which must change to 
suit the cars and not vice-versa. 

The new circuit was designed at gov- 
ernment level with help from a private 
company, and the plans were sent to 
Porsche who worked on the apex and 
line of each corner. The width of the 
new track will be between 10 and 12 
metres, compared with the minimum at 
Hockenheim, for instance, which is 
eight metres. In other parts of Ger- 
many, conservationists have objected 
strongly to the building of new circuits, 
but there has been no word of protest 
about the ’Ring’s alterations. The locals 
know it’s too important. If all goes well, 
trees will be cut down over the winter, 
and circuit construction will start next 
summer. And it is hoped that the Ger- 
man Grand Prix will return to its spiri- 
tual—albeit revised—home in 1980. 

The building of the new circuit does 
not, however, mean the pensioning off 
of the old, and it is anticipated that the 
long distance races, for sports and sa- 
loon cars, would still be run on the 14- 
mile track. Another possible use for it 
could well be as a tarmac stage for 
rallies. Rallying on ordinary roads looks 
sure to be outlawed in Germany within 
a couple of years. 

Almost certainly, the new circuit will 
turn out to be better than the Ricard- 
Nivelles sort of arrangement to which 
we have become accustomed in recent 
years—the very geography of the area 
ensures that. But it won’t be the Nir- 
burgring, will it? 


Last week Ken Tyrrell announced that, 
despite all the speculation of the past 
few weeks, Patrick Depailler would be 
staying with his team for 1978. 

This is great news, especially for Ken 
himself. The team has had a lousy time 
this season, the overweight six-wheelers 
in constant handling troubles. At such a 
time, Patrick is a particularly valuable 
man to have around, for he does not 
become morose and depressed but 
cheerfully makes the best of things and 
quietly works away at improving the 
car. And when times are good, he is a 
potential Grand Prix winner, as he 
showed many times in 1976. 

We spoke to Patrick recently about 
his plans for 1978 and, while unwilling 
to commit himself, he did allow that he 
would like to stay with Tyrrell. He was 
happy with them, a part of the family. 
Of course, there has been considerable 
pressure on him to go to Renault. It was 
logical in so many ways that he should 
go there: he is French, has long driven 
for Renault in sports car racing, could 
move painlessly to another Elf- 
sponsored team, presumably able to 
insert his telephone number on a blank 
Renault cheque at the same time. But 
no: he is staying. 

In the same announcement, Ken 
Tyrrell also confirmed that Elf is to con- 
tinue as co-sponsor of his team, along- 
side First National City Travelers 
Checks. ‘In fact”, Ken told us in Aus- 
tria, ‘“‘all our sponsors are staying with 
us for next year, which pleases me a lot. 
After a very poor year, it shows they 
still have faith in us.” At a recent race, 
an Elf executive privately admitted to 
us that there could be considerable 
difficulty in. persuading his company 
that another year with a British team 
was a good idea. As is well known, the 


~~» |Depailler and Elf 
» [stay with Tyrrell 


» ? . ! 
Depailler—next year should be good. 


Elf hierarchy has been less than delight- 
ed at untruths recently meted out to 
them by the BBC, for instance. They 
have supported Ken’s F1 team since it 
began in 1968, and quite justifiably feel 
aggrieved at the Beeb’s fatuous 
remarks. 

The new car, designated 008, has 
been designed by Maurice Phillippe, of 
course, and Ken has high hopes for it— 
“IT was always very impressed with his 
Parnelli Fl car, you know”. There is 
still no official word as to how many 
wheels the car will have, but when you 
say the words ‘your new four-wheeler’ 
to Tyrrell (in the hope that he will give 
himself away!), he just smiles. The new 
car will be ready to test before the end 
of the year, but will not race until 1978. 

Interestingly, there is no mention of 
Ronnie Peterson in the Tyrrell 
announcement, and currently the 
Swede’s plans for next year are not 
known. 


Pollard starts work 
on the new ATS 


The ATS team’s new Chief Designer, 
David Pollard, has started work on the 
first ATS (as opposed to ATS Penske) 
F1 car, and tells us that it will be based 
on the PC4 currently raced by the team, 
but will have a new chassis and com- 
pletely new bodywork. Modifications 
and new ATS-designed and manufac- 
tured parts will be added as develop- 


South tests 


At Brands Hatch on Tuesday was Ste- 
phen South, having his first taste of F1 
in a Surtees TS19, this being 01, the 
original chassis. Surtees himself 
warmed up the car, and then Stephen 
was belted in, given a rev limit of ten- 
five and told to get on with it. 

Apparently, he acclimatised himself 
well, driving the TS19 very smoothly. 
John himself looked on, just watching 
how South drove, making few alter- 
ations to the car. ““‘We’re just having a 
longterm look,” said Big John, ‘“‘and I 
intend to try three or four F3 drivers 
before long. The next bloke will be 
someone I spoke to at the beginning of 
the year, who hasn’t had a very good 
season in F3. but still I want to give him 
a go in the car.’ This, we think, is a 
reference to Tiff Needell. 

This Sunday Vern Schuppan will be 


ment progresses. 

Pollard was formerly trained as an 
Aeronautical Engineer in the UK air- 
craft industry and subsequently worked 
for the British Aircraft Corporations’ 
Military Aircraft Division. In 1974, he 
moved to work for Elf Team Tyrrell, 
where he remainded until recently re- 
signing to join ATS. 


Surtees 


having probably his last drive in the 
Surtees team, the Australian heading 
back to America after Zandvoort. So 
who will drive for John at Monza and 
thereafter? South? Surtees dismissed 
such suggestions on Tuesday. 


@ Gilles Villeneuve is hopeful that his 
McLaren at Watkins Glen and Mosport 
will be an M26, and not an M23. 


@ Plans are afoot to build a new 
international autodrome at Campor- 
osso, a few hundred yards from the 
frontier post at Ventimiglia on the 
French-Italian border. The track will be 
just over 24 miles in length, and looks 
certain to go ahead. There is already 
speculation that the end of Monza is in 
sight.... 
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One of the sensations of last year’s Japanese GP was the performance of local hero Masahiro Hasemi (left) in the Kojima. Recently, however, Hasemi left the team, and in his 
place, two Kojimas will run at Fuji, a Heros Racing car for Kazuyoshi Hoshino and a privately-entered one for Noritake Takahara. Hoshino tested the latest car at Fuji a 
couple of weeks ago (right) but the session came to an end when the front suspension broke. 


Tony Trimmer, current leader of the 
ShellSport International Champion- 
ship, has a new sponsor for next Mon- 
day’s Group 8 race at Brands Hatch. 
Argos, the big chain of discount stores, 
are backing the Surtees driver for this 
race only, but dependent on the out- 
come have taken out an option for the 
remainder of the season. Trimmer, 
naturally, is delighted and as part of his 
contract has agreed to open a further 
nine stores for the company between 
now and Christmas. As Argos are 
hoping to have over 400 stores in 
Britain in the next six years, Trimmer 
hopes that a longer-term sponsorship 
deal may be concluded for their mutual 
benefit. 

For the time being the Surtees will 
remain in the white, red and blue livery 


New F2 drive 


Having left the Willi Kauhsen Racing 
team, Klaus Ludwig appears to have 
found a home with the KWS team, for 
they will be running him in a Chevron 
B40 in some of the remaining rounds of 
the European F2 Championship. 

Ludwig left the Kauhsen-Renault 
team at Mugello after becoming tired of 
swopping from car to car and getting 
nowhere. His real aim is to succeed in 
F2 and progress into F1. 

KWS, the Koblenz-based team is a 
natural home for Ludwig. the team 


catchpole 


Trimmer gets Argos 


of Melchester Racing, but if Argos 
continue to support the team we may 
see a new colour scheme for the other 
races this year, starting at Thruxton on 
September 11. 


@ Also on the impressive entry list for 
the ShellSport race at Brands on Mon- 
day is the ICI/Newsweek F2 Chevron 
B40, out once again in the hands of the 
original driver Ray Mallock. The Ard- 
more Racing car has also been raced 
this year by Guy Edwards, Patrick 
Tambay and Gianclaudio Regazzoni. 
Ironically, however, it was Mallock 
who scored the team’s best result so 
far—second place in the opening Euro- 
pean Formula 2 Championship round at 
Silverstone back in March. 


for Ludwig 


have been preparing Fords for competi- 
tion in Germany, as well as running a 
four-car F3 team with three Chevrons 
and a March. 

Ludwig’s programme may not in- 
clude all the F2 events, as finding 
mechanics in Germany seems to be 
difficult, and the team are already ex- 
tended in F3 and saloons. Ludwig is 
expected to go to the next F2 round at 
Salzburgring, although there are ru- 
mours that the organisers have no 
money and it may be cancelled. 


Briefly. . . 


@ At Mosport over the weekend, Ed- 
die Cheever told our American Editor 
that he had a deal worked out for next 
year with, in his opinion, ‘the best team 
in Fr’. Draw your own 
conclusions... . 


@ In the States, it is said that Jim Hall 
is to part from Carl Haas, with whom 
he has been in partnership for many 
years, and will run his own USAC team 
next year. Hall, of course, already has a 
Coyote which he bought from A. J. 
Foyt at the beginning of the year. 


@ Irish Formula 3 ace David Kennedy 
will not be driving a works Argo JM1 at 
Donington Park this weekend, as the 
Anglia Cars team had already contract- 
ed Peruvian Jorge Koerchlin to drive 
alongside Riidi Gygax. 


@ European Formula 3 Championship 
leader Piercarlo Ghinzani will be mak- 
ing his way from Italy to race at Don- 
ington this weekend, although the Ital- 
ian side of AFMP has also collapsed. 
He should have no fears of losing his 
car, but unfortunately he has lost his 
sponsorship for Formula 2 next year. 
At the moment, things are looking 
bleak: “It’s Formula Italia for me next 
year,” said a sad Ghinzani at Kassel last 
weekend. 


@ Roy Baker, the Dorset driver who 
has previously raced an MRE Formula 
Atlantic, March 73B, March 752 (now 
hillclimbed by Ted Williams) and the 
ex-Nicholson March 762, has now ac- 
quired a BDG-engined Chevron B35, 
which he has entered at Brands on 
Monday for the Group 8 race. 


@ Now that the CanAm Championship 
is starting to pick up a little, Don 
Nichols has said that Shadow would be 
prepared to build 10 cars for next year’s 
series, all for sale to anyone who wants 
them. Alongside these, he would also 
run a works team, featuring guest driv- 
ers. Alan Jones, who drove a DN4 in 
last Sunday’s Mosport round, will take 
part in at least two more Canam races 
this season. 


@ The Stanley-BRM was at Snetterton 
last week, being tested by Teddy Pi- 
lette. Apparently, it went better than 
ever before, finally working down to a 
time, fairly repectable for an F2 


car.. 
e 


Had any more thoughts about the 
outcome of this Sunday’s Dutch 
Grand Prix? If your minds are made 
up, send your postcards for the Moét 
et Chandon competition, post haste, 
to AUTOSPORT Editorial, Haymar- 
ket Publishing Ltd, 76 Dean Street, 
London WIA 1BU. 


1 CAN'T UNDERSTAND HOW THE TYRRELL 
HAS BECOME SOUNCOMPETITIVE, ITS 
55 OUT OF CHARACTER .... OFCOURSE... 


. THECAR 1S TERRIBLY OVER 
WEIGHT THIS YEAR, 


REALLY, HOW DO YOU KNOW ? 


WELL, | HAVE ITON GOOD AUTHORITY, 
THAT RONNIE HAS APPLIED FoR AN 
HG. LICENCE. 


SOL op esl OS Oo ae ya cecard 
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Nelson Piquet scored his first F3 win at Kassel-Calden on Sunday. 


Piquet wins at last 


Ralt driver Nelson Piquet won the 
European Formula 3 Championship 
qualifier at Kassel-Calden last Sunday, 
taking the lead from the undoubted star 
of the race, David Kennedy in the 
works Argo. Kennedy at last appears to 
have broken the bad luck that has 
dogged him all year with the troubled 
Angeleri-run AFMP team, and the 
Irishman’s result must surely be a shot 
in the arm both for himself and for the 
hard-trying Anglia Cars team. Behind 
the Ralts of Anders Olofsson and John 
Nielson, Peter Scharmann’s Toj was 
classified fifth in front of Henrik 
Spellerberg’s Ralt. 

The Kassel-Calden airfield ‘circuit’ 
can only be used for official practice, 
and no testing is possible there. Piquet 
continued his recent form by snatching 
pole position for the first heat with a 
55.8s lap, with fellow Ralt driver 
Anders Olofsson on 55.9. However, 
with Smin to go before the flag dropped 
on Heat 1, the organisers changed their 
minds as to how the grid would be lined 
up. Originally the heats were to be 
raced in even and odd numbers, but 
drivers and team managers complained 
that this is not how the rulebook says 
they should be run, and chaos reigned 
as the new grid was formed. 

Piquet and Derek Daly sat on the 
front row, Derek third fastest and try- 
ing very hard, throwing the McMahon 
Chevron B38 sideways and over the 
chicanes in spectacular fashion. Row 
two held a very pessimistic Piercarlo 
Ghinzani in his Paolo Pavenello-run 
March, the championship leader scrub- 
bing through tyres very quickly but still 
managing a quick time. Next to the 
Italian was Bertram Schafer, who 
caused quite a stir in the paddock when 
the timekeepers had his Ralt a second 
faster than it had gone in the opening 
session. Wolfgang Klein in _ his 
Karlsberg Bier Chevron B38 and Clas 
Sigurdsson in his Tanners Jeans Ralt 
completed row three, ahead of Ulf 
Svensson on row four, an unlucky 13th 
quickest overall. Alongside Svensson’s 


Ralt was the other Karlsberg car of 
Werner Klein, who was driving much 
quicker on home ground than before. 
Heinz Scherle’s successful March 763— 
which is lying second to Scharmann’s 
Toj in the German F3 Championship— 
and Daniele Albertin’s Calbros Ralt 
(repaired after its Osterreichring shunt) 
made up the fifth row, and the rest of 
the grid was completed by locals chas- 
ing points for the German national 
championship. 

The weather played an important 
part at the start, as light rain fell while 
the organisers sorted out the grid plac- 
ings, but it was not enough to warrant 
wets, so the 22-car field slithered away 
to the first chicane, with Piquet leading. 
Despite many wheels banging, most of 
the cars filtered through, although 
Albertin shot straight across the marker 
cones and gained several places—and 
did not receive the 30sec penalty for 
missing a chicane. At the next corner 
Piquet ploughed into the cones losing 
the lead and filling the cockpit with 
them, so Daly led, with Ghinzani sec- 
ond. But not for long: Daly spun, and 
Ghinzani won quite comfortably, 
Piquet recovering to take second and 
Daly third, having passed Schafer four 
laps from the end. 

Albertin fought his way up an 11,car 
train battling for fifth place ahead of 
Rudi Détsch, who made himself very 
unpopular with the Swedes as he was 
involved in a first-lap shunt which saw 
Svensson roll upside down on the grass. 
His Ralt lay there for some seconds as 
all the marshals stood watching, and 
eventually it was the drivers of Heat 2 
who came to his rescue, and luckily 
found the 41-year-old to be perfectly 
OK—amazing, as his rollover bar had 
collapsed. 

The Ralts of Olofsson and John Niel- 
sen headed the Heat 2 pack ahead of 
the two ex-FF drivers Jan Lammers 
(Hawke) and Kennedy, both drivers 
finding their cars a good combination 
for the circuit. The third row comprised 
German championship leader Schar- 


mann in the Obermoser Toj F302 and 
Slim Borgudd, back in Hakan Alriks- 
son’s National Batteries Ralt, the 
Swedish driver going very quickly on 
his first visit to Germany. The fourth 
row saw Henrik Spellerberg (Texaco 
Ralt) and Armin Conrad from Switzer- 
land in his Ralt, ahead of Olaf Hohn in 
the quickest of the 376 Maco-BMWs 
and the KWS team’s fastest driver, 
Jochen Dauer in their B38 Chevron. 

By the time Heat 2 actually got to the 
circuit, the rain had become heavier 
and wets were a necessity. After two 
laps behind the pace car (and that was 
two more than Heat 1 had), the cars 
lined up on the grid, the flag fell, and 
Lammers timed his getaway beautifully 
to lead into the chicane, where every- 
one squeezed through without any 
drama. Behind the leading Hawke 
came Kennedy in the Argo, the Irish- 
man, in a daring manoeuvre, having 
gone round the outside of both Nielsen 
and Olofsson to chase the Dutchman 
for the lead. These two pulled quickly 
away as the others tiptoed their way 
through the slimy conditions. Lammers 
held on under pressure from Kennedy 
for seven laps before the Argo driver 
slipped past in the same place as he had 
passed the front-row occupants in the 
first chicane. Lammers tried to stay on 
terms, but his enthusiasm got the better 
of him and he slid on to the grass, 
allowing Olofsson to take second, 
where he stayed until the end. Nielsen 
got very close to the Hawke, but the 
Danish driver completed a quick 
360deg spin and continued a safe 
fourth. 

By the end, a close scrap had formed 
with Hohn, Conrad and Dauer filling 
the places. Eighth place went to a 
disappointed Scharmann, who spun 
when his visor misted up. Huub Roth- 
engatter’s progress up the field was as 
usual rapid, but the Dutch March was 
excluded, for a bolt on the airbox 
vibrated loose, and it failed the post- 
race scrutiny. Rudi Gygax claimed the 
place in the second Argo. 

The promising Borgudd spun out and 
hit a tub wrecker, one of the many 
landing lights, and retired instantly with 
a smashed chassis. Kennedy’s race time 
showed how bad the conditions were, 
for his 14m 48.1s time was 1min 28.3sec 
slower than Ghinzani’s 12-lap heat. 

The organisers asked Svensson if he 
would like to take part in the final, but 
with no roll hoop left he declined the 
offer, so 28 cars lined up with Ghinzani 
on pole and Kennedy alongside, with 
Piquet and Olofsson making up the 
second row from Daly and Lammers. 

At the flag-fall, Kennedy got the 
jump on Ghinzani, but both Daly and 
Piquet got real fliers to take the lead 
and box in the Argo. Behind, Schifer 
tried to stay alongside Nielsen in the 
first chicane, but there was not the 
room, and he smashed over the kerbs 
and half spun, causing virtually every- 
one else to stop and find a way past. 
Daly’s lead lasted for just half a lap as 
he went wildly off, showering the circuit 
with mud as he clambered back into 


Derek Daly heads championship leader Piercarlo Ghinzani before his spin in the first heat. 


fourth place. Next time through the 
corner, Piquet found the dirt and slid 
wide, handing the lead to a deserving 
Kennedy. The Group Waterworks- 
entered car led for the next 27 laps, 
although not without drama, as on lap 
13 the car’s fire extinguisher exploded, 
giving Kennedy a hard time as the gas 
filled his helmet and distorted his 
vision; as if that was not enough, the 
clutch pipe fractured and he lost all the 
fluid. 

The fight for second place was tough, 
with Daly grabbing it and holding it 
from Piquet, Olofsson and Ghinzani 
while Nielsen, seeing what sort of driv- 
ing was going on, held back in a safe 
sixth. The Dane was promoted on the 
14th lap when Daly made an attempt to 
take Olofsson in the first chicane. Ghin- 
zani was forced out, scattering the 
markers as he missed the corner, and he 
received a 30sec penalty for it. Four 
laps later, the Italian and the Irishman 
tangled and both punctured tyres; Daly 
continued after his pitstop to finish 
twelfth, while Ghinzani later retired 
with damaged suspension, so the cham- 
pionship leader failed to add to his 
tally. 

So it was now Kennedy and Piquet 
very close together, and a slight gap 
before Olofsson came along, with Niel- 
sen dropped completely. As if all the 
attention was not focused on the lead- 
ing bunch, the rest of the field contrived 
to be fifth, initially with Albertin’s Ralt 
leading. But three trips up the chicane 
escape road meant instant disqualifica- 
tion, and Schafer hauled his way up 
through the pack after being pushed off 
in both chicanes in the opening lap. 
However, because all four wheels left 
the track—he flew over the kerbs—he 
also suffered a 30sec penalty. So did 
Lammers who, having lost his revs at 
the start and then overcame a trip on to 
the grass, drove very well to claim what 
he thought to be sixth, but un- 
fortunately soon became eighth. 

At the front, Kennedy’s inoperative 
clutch became his downfall as he missed 
a gearchange, and Piquet shot past to 
take the lead midway through lap 29. 
The Brazilian ran out a popular winner 
in 38m 50.0s, only 0.7sec in front of 
Kennedy. David came close to losing 
second place as Olofsson quickly caught 
up in traffic; however, in the last two 
laps the Puss-O-Kram Ralt staggered 
along stuck in fifth gear, and finished 
7secs down, Kennedy set the fastest lap 
in 57.0s (103.77mph). 


Ralt day 
in Italy 


Most of the top Italian Formula 3 
runners did not go to the European 
round at Kassel-Calden last weekend as 
there was a clashing round of their own 
national championship at Virano on the 
same day. 

Beppe Gabbiani took pole position in 
his Chevron from Elio de Angelis in his 
Ralt; in fact, Gabbiani used his advan- 
tage to win the first heat from Oscar 
Pedersoli’s Ralt. The second heat saw 
de Angelis take victory over the similar 
car of Piero Necchi. 

The final proved to be a Ralt benefit 
after Gabbiani punted de Angelis, who 
spun to the tail of the field. Gabbiani 
then dived into the pits to change a 
punctured tyre, so he was out of con- 
tention. De Angelis drove an inspired 
race after his contretemps and carved his 
way through to second again by the 
end, unable to catch the flying Necchi 
who scored an excellent flag-to-flag 
victory.’ 

The top six places were completed by 
Filippo Niccolini, Orazio Ragioli, Pe- 
dersoli and Roberto Farnetti, all in Ron 
Tauranac’s Ralt RT1 chassis. 
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Brumos Porsche 


Peter Gregg’s TransAm Porsche scored a disputed victory. 
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Works Porsche fails 
in Mosport G5 


Last Saturday’s Mosport 6 Hours, sixth 
round of the World Championship of 
Makes, resulted in victory for a private- 
ly entered Porsche following the fail- 
ure—for the fourth time during this 
season—of the Martini-sponsored 
works 935-77. The twin turbocharged 
factory car started from pole position 
and led the event, but it was retired 
early on, leaving a comfortable victory 
for the Brumos Porsche of Peter Gregg 
and Bob Wollek. 


The race was also a qualifying round 
of the SCCA’s TransAm championship, 
and most of the 25 starters were chasing 
TransAm points. The TransAm series 
was led by Canadian driver Ludwig 
Heimrath, with Gregg second with his 
controversial ‘934’’, but last weekend’s 
result has reversed their positions. The 
934 Porsches which contest the Trans- 
Am are not strictly Group 4 cars, the 
various modifications allowed under 
the SCCA’s regulations putting the cars 
somewhere between G4 and G5. The 
legality of Gregg’s car has already 
caused problems this year, especially in 
the ‘rival’ IMSA series, and after the 
race it was protested by Heimrath, who 
finished second with American driver 
Paul Miller sharing his 934. The protest 
was turned down, but it is believed that 
Heimrath intends to take the matter 
further. In this case, the problem is 
concerned with alleged chassis 
modifications. 


There were three one-hour qualifying 
sessions last Friday, and Jacky Ickx was 
unchallenged as he put the works 
Group 5 car on the pole, lapping consis- 
tently quicker than co-driver Manfred 
Schurti. Ickx lapped in 1m 20.12s 
(110.52mph), compared to the 1:22.17 
achieved by the Vasek Polak Porsche 
935 of the other front row men, George 
Follmer/Brett Lunger. Third fastest 
were Ronnie Peterson and David 
Hobbs in a brand new BMW 320i 
turbo, the car untested due to the 
delays in the McLaren team’s schedule 
caused by the recent fire at their fac- 
tory; Ronnie set the time (1:22.91) on 
qualifying tyres, which blistered after 
only four laps! Peter Gregg invited Bob 
Wollek to share the Brumos 934, and 
found the brilliant Frenchman around a 
second a lap faster (1:23.42). Heimrath/ 
Miller were next, followed by Jim Bus- 
by/Eppie Weitzes in Busby’s 935, which 
had both gearbox and turbocharger 
problems in practice. 

The McLaren Racing BMW 320i 
turbo which has previously been used in 
the States by David Hobbs was also 
entered, with Gilles Villeneuve and 
Eddie Cheever doing the driving—both 
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these comingmen competing in an en- 
durance race for the first time. The pair 
had minimal practice, however, for a 
driveshaft broke when Cheever was 
driving early on, and Villeneuve never 
got to drive the car. 

At the rolling start on Saturday, 
Follmer took the initial lead, but Ickx 
passed the Polak car on the second lap, 
and pulled away. Ickx had to make an 
unscheduled stop after about half an 
hour when a rear tyre blistered, but he 
rejoined still in the lead. However, 
20mins later a piston broke, and the 
works car’s race was run. 

The Follmer/Lunger 935 led the race 
for a while, but after 14 hours the car 
stopped with a throttle linkage prob- 
lem; shortly after rejoining, it was re- 
tired with a broken rocker arm. This 
left Gregg/Wollek in the lead and, de- 
spite a slight oil leak, they held it very 
comfortably until the end of a very 
uninteresting race. The Brumos car 
completed 243 laps to win at 98.63mph, 
and after a trouble-free run Heimrath/ 
Miller were three laps away by the end 
of the six hours. 

The Hobbs/Peterson BMW was seri- 
ously delayed, spending a total of 
47mins at a standstill in the pits during 
the race. After qualifying, a brand new 
engine had been installed for the race 
which had not even been on the dyno, 
and from the start it leaked oil badly. 
Frequent pitstops were required to top 
up with oil and, although the problem 
seemed to cure itself during the final 
hour, the pair could finish no higher 
than ninth having been further delayed 
with a throttle linkage problem. 

However, the sister car had no such 
difficulties, and Cheever/Villeneuve 
brought it home steadily in third place 
on 234 laps. Villeneuve caused some 
concern after the race for, having dri- 
ven the last 14 hours in very humid 
conditions, he fainted on the victory 
rostrum; however, he quickly 
recovered. 

The Group 44 Jaguar XJS, driven by 
Bob Tullius/Brian Furstenau, won the 
Production Car class by finishing fourth 
overall, 14 laps behind the winners. 
Elliott Forbes-Robinson drove a Car- 
rera with John Bauer/Tom Spalding 
into fifth place, another two laps down 
with 227 completed, three more than a 
couple more Carreras. Of the other 
leading runners, the Busby/Weitzes 
Porsche was retired early on with clutch 
failure. 

Gordon Kirby’s report of the Mo- 
sport meeting was badly delayed due to 
the air traffic controllers’ dispute; we 
hope to be able to publish it in next 
week’s issue. 


_|Tambay extends 


CanAm series lead 


Last Sunday’s round of the Citicorp 
CanAm Challenge, which gave much- 
needed support to the World Cham- 
pionship of Makes fixture at Mosport 
Park in Canada, produced another 
dominant performance from French F1 
driver Patrick Tambay at the wheel of 
the Carl Haas/Jim Hall First National 
Lola T333CS. Tambay started from the 
pole, withstood an early challenge from 
Elliott Forbes-Robinson in the Bill 
Freeman Racing/Paul Newman Lola, 
and ran out a very easy winner by 
68secs. However, there was plenty of 
action during in the dying seconds of 
the race in the battle for second place, 
which just went to George Follmer in a 
really desperate last lap. 

The revamped CanAm sports cars 
were much closer to the old Formula 
5000 lap times at Mosport, for some 
reason which no driver or team man- 
ager could explain. Tambay’s pole time 
was 1m 14.54s, only just over a second 
outside the F5000 record. Forbes-Rob- 
inson qualified in 1:14.99, ahead of 
John Morton in the self-converted Lola 
T332 (1:15.77). Peter Gethin in the 
Team VDS Lola T333CS and George 
Follmer in the ex-Redman chassis US 
Racing Lola both recorded 1:15.95, and 
Gilles Villeneuve completed the third 
row with the Chris Amon run Wolf- 
Dallara (1:15.97). Tom Klausler lapped 
the Schkee DB1 in 1:16.21, seventh 
fastest just in front of Shadow’s F1 star 
Alan Jones in the works DN4. The 
fastest 2-litre car was the BDX-engine 
Lola T296 of Formula Atlantic ace 
Bobby Rahal, 11th fastest overall, and 
there were 27 starters—two more than 
in the WCM endurance race the pre- 
vious day! And this was the 
CanAm.... 

Tambay led away from the start with 
Forbes-Robinson in pursuit, but Gethin 
was immediately delayed with a sticking 
throttle, and completed the first of the 
58 laps in eighth place behind Morton, 
Jones, Follmer, Villeneuve and 
Klausler, At first, Tambay got away 
from the pack by just under a second a 
lap, but at around the 10-lap mark he 
missed a gear while lapping a back- 
marker, and EFR closed up again, to 
about 2secs behind. Ten laps later, 
however, it was EFR’s turn to miss a 
gear, and Tambay was away once more. 
By the time he made his refuelling stop, 
Patrick led by more than 20secs. 

Gethin’s throttle somehow cleared 
itself without a pitstop, and the Surrey 
driver began to go really well in the red 
Lola. Early on, Jones dropped out with 
a broken fuel pump, and Klausler 
retired with a dropped valve. When 
Villeneuve, in trouble with his braking, 
waved him through, Gethin found him- 
self in fifth place and closing on 
Folimer. On lap 35, Gethin caught right 


Elliott Forbes-Robinson had 
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an eventful last lap in Paul Newman’s Lola. 


up with Follmer, who was holding him 
up; Peter was sure he could overtake 
Follmer by virtue of quicker pitwork, so 
he planned to dive into the pits earlier 
than scheduled. As it happened, 
Follmer chose the same lap, and the 
two were in the pits together; Gethin 
was right, for the efficient VDS crew 
got him away in 7secs, while the US 
Racing crew took 11secs. 

Now fourth, Gethin had no chance of 
catching Morton, going very well in- 
deed in third place. However, when 
Morton was about to make his stop he 
felt his engine tighten, and after the 
pitstop he could not persuade it to 
restart. 

After all the pitstops, then, Tambay 
led by 23secs from EFR, who had a 
similar advantage over Gethin. Follmer 
was another 6secs behind in fourth 
place, and the rest were nowhere. 

Towards the end of the race, it began 
to drizzle, and the track became very 
tricky. In the last three or four laps, the 
rain became rather heavier, and on the 
very last lap Forbes-Robinson, trying to 
pass a slower car at the hairpin, spun his 
Lola, finishing up sideways across the 
track with the nose of the car pointing 
in towards the high kerbing on the 
apex. Frantically he signalled marshals 
that he wanted to be pushed backwards 
so that he could get going again, but no 
action was taken to assist him. In the 
rain, Follmer had closed up on Gethin 
again, and when EFR saw this pair 
approaching at high speed he put the 
car into first and booted it, bouncing 
over the kerbing and onto the grass. He 
slewed sideways back onto the track, 
clipped Gethin, and continued just be- 
hind the dicing pair, At the next corner, 
Follmer went round the outside of the 
VDS car, which gave him the inside line 
at the penultimate bend of the race; the 
American nosed ahead, and just held 
onto second place on the run in to the 
flag. Behind the frustrated Gethin, 
EFR finished a chastened fourth, 6secs 
down. 

Two laps away from the leaders, 
Horst Kroll, Don Breidenbach and 
John David Briggs filled the next 
places, in front of Mike Hall (Lola- 
BDG 1294), the leading 2-litre runner 
in eighth overall. Rahal had led the 2- 
litre class with ease, and would have 
finished fifth had it not been for a faulty 
gear linkage, which gave rise to a 
succession of pitstops. Villeneuve 
seems to have had rather a grisly time, 
for soon after the start a front wheel 
bearing went, producing chronic brak- 
ing problems at certain corners; he kept 
going, but eventually retired the Wolf- 
Dallara when a stub axle broke. 

Leonard Janke (McLaren M8) and S. 
Peter Smith (Chevron B19) completed 
the first ten finishers. 
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Darrell from David 


The latest round in the NASCAR 
Grand National series in the USA, the 
Champion Spark Plug 400 at Michigan, 
was postponed due to rain, and took 
place last Monday instead of Sunday. It 
resulted in a fourth 1977 victory for 
Gatorade Chevrolet driver Darrell 
Waltrip, who had to fend off repeated 
attacks from superspeedway ace David 
Pearson in the closing stages. 

Pearson qualified the Wood Brothers 
Mercury on the pole at 160.346mph, 
with series leader Cale Yarborough 
alongside in Junior Johnson’s Chevro- 
let. Waltrip in the DiGard Racing Chev 
shared the second row with Benny 
Parsons in the DeWitt Racing First 
National Chevrolet, with Buddy Baker 
in Bud Moore’s Norris Industries Ford 
Torino and Richard Petty in the STP 
Dodge lining up behind. 

Yarborough had the best of the early 
part of the race, and in fact led for 120 
of the 200 laps before his Holly Farms 
sponsored car hit engine problems; 
Cale was still able to keep the tow to a 
certain extent, but his car had lost the 
edge required to do some more leading, 
and going into the final 25 laps Waltrip 
had it, under intense pressure from 
Pearson, Waltrip contrived to keep the 
Purolator car behind, and ran out the 
narrow winner by two lengths. After 
losing time when his fire extinguisher in 
the cockpit went off, Parsons finished 
third ahead of Sam Sommers in the M. 
C. Anderson Racing Chevrolet, Yar- 
borough, and motor racing’s most con- 
sistent placegetter, Dick Brooks in the 
Truxmore Torino. 


GP preview 


A lap behind in seventh place came 
20-year-old rookie Ricky Rudd in an- 
other Chevrolet, while Petty was classi- 
fied eighth after running the last 30 
miles with a dropped valve. Behind 
Terry Ryan’s Chevelle, Janet Guthrie 
brought Linda Farrari’s Kelly Girl Che- 
velle into tenth place. 

Baker retired when his engine blew, 
and so did Bobby Allison with his AMC 
Matador, while Dave Marcis dropped 
out when a couple of wheel studs 
sheared on Roger Penske’s CAM2 
Mercury during a pitstop. 


NASCAR Winston Cup Grand National Cham- 
plonship (after 20 rounds): 1, Cale Yarborough, 
3290pts; 2, Richard Petty, 3240; 3, Benny Parsons, 
2989; 4, Darrell Waltrip, 2952; 5, Buddy Baker, 2656; 
6, Dick Brooks, 2498; etc. 


Johnny Rutherford narrowed Tom 
Sneva’s USAC Citicorp Championship 
lead a little last Sunday when he won 
the Tony Bettenhausen 200, run over 
200 laps of the 1-mile paved oval at 
Milwaukee. 

It was a somewhat fortunate victory 
for the works McLaren driver, for the 
race was completely dominated by the 
two Parnellis of Al Unser and Danny 
Ongais. The Hawaiian, in fact, took the 
pole at 132.45mph, followed by Al 
Rutherford and Bobby Unser. 

When the green light went on, how- 
ever, Al Unser snatched the lead from 
his team-mate, and pulled away to a 
comfortable lead of half a lap, which he 


James goes for a 
Zandvoort hat-trick 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
DUTCH GP 


le 


Zandvoort. 
2.626 miles. 


Lap record: John Watson (F1 Penske-Ford PCA), 


1m 23.108, 113.76mph. 


BROADCASTING Beebe 

Saturday 17.30 Radio 2 

Sunday 17.00 Radio 2 
19.00 Radio 2 

TIMETABLE 

Practice 

Friday 10.00-11.30 
13.00-14.00 

Saturday 10.00-11.30 
13.00-14.00 


Race (75 laps, 196.95 miles) 


PREVIOUS RESULTS 


Sunday 15.00 

Year Driver 

1968......... Jackie Stewart......... 7 
1969......... Jackie Stewart.. 
1970.. 


1971.. 


1972......... Not held 
1973......... Jackie Stewart 
1974......... NikiLauda ..... 


1975.. 
1976 


. James Hunt 
James Hunt 


TUNNEL OOST 


PULLEVELD 


HUZAREN VLAG 


... Matra-FordMS10 
... Matra-FordMS80.. 
.. Lotus-Ford72 ... 

Ferrari312B2 


Zandvoort 


Tyrrell-Ford 006 «0... Zandvoort 
.» Perrari312B3........ i 

.. Hesketh-Ford308C . *. 
.. MeLaren-Ford M23 .............. Zandvoort 


Rutherford 
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It looks increasingly unlikely that Tom Sneva will be caught for this year’s USA 
championship, but Johnny Rutherford (above) closed the gap a little, ' 
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maintained without apparent difficulty 
until lap 173 when he was black- 
flagged, the Parnelli’s Cosworth DFX 
engine spraying oil over the track. By 
this time, Ongais was powerless to take 
over from Unser, having retired from 
second place earlier with a blown 
engine. Rutherford’s McLaren M24 
had been running second for some way 
and, with Al’s enforced retirement, 
took over at the front, holding that 
position to the end. 

Among the other retirements were 
Bobby Unser, whose Lightning expired 
with a blown engine at quarter- 
distance, and Tom Sneva, who had 
qualified down in 8th spot with his 


The Dutch Grand Prix is traditionally 
one of the hardest-fought races of the 
year. Zandvoort, not a modern, Mickey 
Mouse place, lends itself to close com- 
petition, and to stand at the end of the 
pit straight, at the entry to Tarzan, is 
one of the highlights of any season. 


Each of the last two Dutch Grands 
Prix has produced a classic battle for 
the lead, and James Hunt has featured 
in both. In 1975, Hunt held off a mighty 
challenge from Niki Lauda’s Ferrari to 
give Hesketh their one and only GP 
victory, and last year James’s McLaren 
had a fantastic struggle to hold off John 
Watson’s Penske, which ended when 
John retired. 


Hunt could well make it a hat-trick 
this weekend. He and Jochen Mass will 
both drive their usual McLaren M26s, 
this race marking the debut of the car, 
in Jochen’s hands, last year. 


Niki Lauda, of course, missed last 
year’s race due to his Niirburgring acci- 
dent, but Clay Regazzoni finished a 
strong second for Ferrari on a circuit 
which traditionally suits the Italian cars 
well. Niki himself won the race at a 
canter in 1974, and both he and the 
consistent Carlos Reutemann should be 
among the leaders. With a good lead in 
the World Championship, Niki will be 
driving with points in mind. At present, 
he is 16 points clear. 

Mario Andretti, with three blow-ups 
from the last three races, will be look- 
ing for some luck on Sunday. The JPS 
78 should fly at Zandvoort and Mario, 
bear in mind, has won more races this 
season than any other driver. Nor is 
there any reason to discount Gunnar 
Nilsson, whose drive in Austria was 
magnificent. 

By contrast, John Watson was not his 
usual competitive self a fortnight ago, 
fastest lap or no, but it is hard to 
imagine that the Brabham team leader 
will be out of things on Sunday. And, 
for good measure, remember that Hans 
Stuck has finished third in the last two 


Penske McLaren and retired it with a 
broken exhaust system. 


Following Rutherford in at the end 
were Pancho Carter (driving not the 
works Eagle but Mike Mosley’s Light- 
ning this weekend), Wally Dallenbach’s 
Sinmast Wildcat, Tom Bigelow’s Eagle, 
Rick Mears’s McLaren and Bobby 
Olivero’s Lightning. A. J. Foyt, inci- 
dentally, did not take part. 


Sneva (3220 points) leads the 
Citicorp Championship Trail from 
Rutherford (2600), Dallenbach (2305), 
Johncock (2130), Foyt (2040) and Al 
Unser (1610). The next round is the 
Ontario 500-miler in ten days’ time. 


Grands Prix and is on splendid form at 
present. 

Jody Scheckter once more drives the 
lone Wolf, and the South African des- 
perately needs points if he is to mount a 
serious challenge to Lauda in the cham- 
pionship. The only Ligier will be han- 
dled, as usual, by Jacques Laffite, 
whose luck has been miserable since 
that win at Anderstorp. 

Riccardo Patrese rejoins the Shadow 
team after missing Zeltweg and will 
once more partner the winner of that 
race, Alan Jones. Both men, incidental- 
ly, will have re-bodied DN8s, as driven 
by Jones in Austria. The Tyrrell P34s— 
now coming to the end of their life’s 
work—are down for Patrick Depailler 
and Ronnie Peterson, but neither six- 
wheeler figured seriously in last year’s 
race. 

Vittorio Brambilla’s team-mate, 
Vern Schuppan, will be having his last 
outing for Team Surtees this weekend, 
and two Ensigns will be there as usual, 
for Clay Regazzoni and dark horse 
Patrick Tambay. As ever was, Alex 
Ribeiro and Ian Scheckter drive the 
works Marches, and there will be other 
Bicester cars for Patrick Neve, Boy 
Hayje, Brian Henton and Arturo 
Merzario. 

The three Heskeths will be driven by 
Rupert Keegan, Hector Rabaque and 
Ian Ashley, and the ATS Penske PC4s 
by Jean-Pierre Jarier and Hans Binder. 
Emerson Fittipaldi will once more do 
his best with the Copersucar and Brett 
Lunger should qualify with his 
McLaren M23. 

All of which leaves us with the Re- 
nault, which should make its return, in 
the hands of Jean-Pierre Jabouille. The 
French engineers are optimistic that the 
car’s overheating problems have been 
solved, and it should go like hell down 
the pit straight. 

There is no way you will get a predic- 
tion out of us, but it has to be one of the 
big five, Lauda, Hunt, Watson, An- 
dretti or Scheckter, doesn’t it? 
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I am usually able to remain fairly philosophical 
about accidents or retirements in Grands Prix. 
More often than not it’s a case of shrugging the 
shoulders and getting on with preparations for 
the next race. However I have to admit I was 
very disappointed when my engine blew up with 
11 laps to go at the Osterreichring. I had a lead 
of about 26secs over Alan Jones and 35secs 
over Niki and was taking things very easy when 
the engine, which had only done about 100 
miles before the race, expired. 

Until the last few laps, the Grand Prix 
meeting went very well for us. Our testing the 
previous week was curtailed after about 30 laps 
when an engine went and, as we were looking in 
reasonable shape and I had had a chance to 
look at the new chicane, we decided to call it a 
day and go home. After we left, Goodyear 
appeared with some new tyres, a softer com- 
pound, which made all the times we had done 
look a bit ordinary. We were not unduly 
worried, however, because we reckon the M26 
will be reasonably competitive on soft or hard 
rubber now. I was quickest in the first session of 
timed practice but Niki got his act together in 
the second session and nudged me off the pole. 
On Saturday morning it rained and, although it 
dried out for the final hour, the track was not as 
quick as it had been the day before. I was 
fastest in that session but it was not good 
enough to swop places with Niki. 

On Sunday morning it was pouring with 
rain—for the third year running at the Austrian 
Grand Prix. We tried the car on full tanks in the 
wet and it behaved in the most extraordinary 
manner. As there was very little we could do 
about it in the time available we had a long 
thinking session and guessed the settings for the 
tace. We changed one or two things an almost 
ludicrous amount but the car worked really 
well, both in the early part of the race when it 
was damp and then when it dried out. 

Mario Andretti, after leading the first few 
laps, was the first retirement just when I was 
about to. have a go at passing him. It was thena 
matter of stretching my lead and holding on to 
it and I have to say that it was very easy indeed. 
[t was a bit like Argentina this year all over 
again until the gremlin struck. The M26, as it 
aad done in England and Germany, behaved 
tself extremely well and a new chassis should 
de ready for me in Holland. It has taken us 
onger than we hoped to get it right and it is not 
derfect yet by any means, but at least the faith 
ve all had in it has beer. iustified and it has 
deen competitive for the pa.‘ four races. 
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I am very pleased that Alan Jones and the 
Shadow team have won their first Grand Prix. 
Alan Rees, the team manager, gave me my first 
works drive when he was with the newly formed 
March Team in Formula 3. I have always 
admired him as a team manager and he has 
worked very hard indeed to keep the Shadow 
team on its feet through many disappointments 
and shortages of money. Alan Jones always 
tries hard and with no little skill in every racing 
car he drives and they all must be absolutely 
delighted to get their first success. It was a very 
popular win. 

Niki Lauda picked up another six points with 
his annoyingly reliable Ferrari. It is going to 
take something out of the ordinary for anyone 
to catch him now and, although he deserves to 
win the championship again through sheer 
consistency, it has to be said that the rest of us 
have almost handed it to him on a plate. Niki’s 
car has been the ‘class’ of the field on only two 
or three occasions this season and yet he 
consistently hangs in there with a second or 
third place while the rest of us are blowing up 
engines, running out of petrol or crashing into 
each other. I do not know whether he will be 
driving for Ferrari next year, but I imagine 
there will be a bit of a rush for his place if he 
does leave. It is almost incredible to think that 
12 months ago he was still on the danger list in 
hospital and there were serious doubts about 
whether he would race again. Now here he is 
poised to take his second World Championship 
with five races to go. An_ incredible 
achievement. 

Two drivers I felt sorry for (apart from 
myself) on Sunday were Jochen Mass and 
Gunnar Nilsson. Jochen had a pit-stop when his 
temperature gauges went berserk after an ex- 
haust pipe had broken. In fact his engine was all 
right and it was only the hot gases from the 
exhaust pipe attacking the gauges. He lost 
about 40 or SOsecs accordingly and drove very 
well to finish sixth. Gunnar started way back on 
the grid and was the only driver to start on wet 
tyres. He got himself up to fourth before he 


stopped to change to dries and then had a good 
run through the field to third place before his 
engine blew up. 

After the race I was very lucky to get a lift 
back to England on my way home to Spain. I 
was -booked on the Constructors charter flight 
to Gatwick but, as I had a very early start on 
Monday morning, I gratefully accepted the 
offer to fly back to England straight after the 
race. I was extremely lucky, because the charter 
was delayed and diverted to Stansted where 
there were no taxis or hire cars available. As it 
was 3.30am by this time I understand that one 
or two people expressed their dissatisfaction! 
Spare a thought for the mechanics who had 
been working flat out for 34 days—particularly 
the Lotus lads who had to go all the way to 
Gatwick to pick up their cars and then drive 
back to Norfolk past Stansted Airport. 

Last weekend I visited Britain to play in a 
charity golf match in Scotland. That was fol- 
lowed by the BBC-2 televised Pro-Celebrity 
series at Gleneagles which was very good fun. 
From there I travel to Zandvoort to see if I can 
pick up the same number of points that I have 


had at that circuit for the past couple of years. | 


We have not yet sacrificed the Championship 
although I am bound to say I am not optimistic. 
We will just keep scratching away, try to win a 
couple more races this year and see what 
happens. You never know. gi 


“The M26 has taken up longer than 
we hoped to get it right and it is still 
not perfect by any means, but the 


faith we all had in it has been 
justified” 


James leads Lauda, Scheckter, Tambay, Nilsson, Stuck and Mass in Austria. 
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Hannu Mikkola totally dominated the event and must surely be driving better than ever before. 


Mighty Finn 


Mikkola wins in convincing style—Chevettes fall out and give DTV a 
disappointing weekend—Elsmore wins Group One—McRae loses Group 
One on a road penalty. Report: PETER NEWTON—Photography: COLIN 


TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS 


The Scots remember Hannu Mikkola with 
particular warmth. They remember a glo- 
rious victory on the Scottish back in 1972 
and that stirring, swashbuckling chase 
from oblivion back to second place behind 
Roger Clark in 1973. Hannu gains respect 
and new friends wherever he goes, but as 
the now slim figure stood leaning against 
his red and white Toyota last Saturday 
evening, signing his name in the pro- 
grammes of the patiently queuing throng, 
there was a special reverence in their faces. 
The name, Mikkola, is one of those all-time 
‘greats’ in the history of stage rallying. One 
of the most courteous and experienced and 
personable of our visiting Finns, his im- 
maculate English and quiet sense of hu- 
mour are strongly appreciated in these 
parts. Up here, they recognise him exactly 
for what he is; and last weekend he gave 
them another demonstration of his out- 
standing ability behind the wheel of a rally 
car. 

From the start of the very second stage, 
he and Toyota were totally in control of the 
rally; drawing away remorselessly from a 
slightly troubled and off-form Russell 
Brookes (who must, however, have been 
relieved to see the demise of the Airikkala 
Chevette) to dominate in a style which 
would doubtless become only too familiar 
were his legendary ill-luck to desert him. 
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One hour after this great victory, and 
still finding difficulty comprehending either 
the nature of a political system which 
tolerates such institutions as the ‘go-slow’ 
with such apathy; or the fact that whenever 
he arrives in England there is always some 


sort of transportation problem, Hannu was . 


driving hard for London, hoping to catch a 


Hannu—the complete professional. 
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plane to anywhere, and thence to Helsinki. 
On Sunday he was busy once more with his 
1000 Lakes practice. By last Friday he had 
completed over 7000kms in as many days 
touring the rally route in Finland. He hopes 
to manage a similar distance by tomorrow. 

There was a time when many thought 
that Hannu was ‘over the hill’. Now, fit and 
slim once more, his talent honed razor- 
sharp by the British series, Hannu is at a 
peak which he perhaps never surpassed 
even in his youth. This was a great victory 
for him, and will have no doubt overjoyed 
Ove Andersson and the hard-working team 
in Brussels. For Pride and Clarke’s part, 
(the Toyota importers who fimance the 
project) let us hope that this fine perfor- 
mance will have restored their flagging 
faith in the season’s investment. No one 
could have wished for a more popular 
winner. 

A win for Mikkola is long overdue; and 
with the failures of the Chevettes, Russell 
Brookes content with a most satisfactory 
second place, and the absence of a tense 
struggle in Group Four, the real drama and 
excitement from this poor Burmah entry 
came from the hotly contested Group One 
field. The battle between two greatly talent- 
ed drivers, Jim McRae and Graham Els- 
more, provided the action highlights of 
Saturday’s daytime hours. Never more 
than fifty seconds apart, the Thomas Mo- 
tors RS2000 and the SMT/DTV Magnum 
fought a duel which had to be seen to be 
believed. The sight of these two was more 
than sufficient to render one oblivious to 
the ravages of the midges or the intermit- 
tent onslaught from the rains. Neither 
would be content with second place and 
both tried everything they knew (and plen- 
ty that they didn’t) to come out on top. In 
the end Graham withstood a furious assault 
from the Scotsman, (after the latter had 
dropped a minute’s road penalty in the 
early stages) to finish a most impressive 
fifth overall, just 19 seconds ahead of the 
Vauxhall driver. 

There were other fime drives... the 
special stages of Argyll and Cowall seem to 
encourage performances of individual mer- 
it. Willie Rutherford impressed once more 
in a car which because of international G5 
regulations, probably should not have 
started—the Century Oils Mazda Twin- 
Cam Ford. Willie’s attitude is always to 
win. He may not be able to do quite that in 
the Mazda, but he was seventh overall at 
Dunoon and only dropped to tenth as a 
result of a final stage accident on the bridge 
at Rest and Be Thankful. 

Ruben Borjesson, in his standard BMW 
320i, drove his heart out to finish fifth in 
Group One, and Will Sparrow once more 
put up a smooth and impressive show to 
retain his command of the Group One 
section of the RAC championship. 

In other spheres, Mikkola is once more 
back in the race for the ’77 British series, 
together with Brookes and Airikkala. 
Should the Englishman stumble only once 
in the near future, the Finns are poised to 
swoop. Nigel Rockey’s sensible run to 
fourth place and maximum Castrol/AUTO- 
SPORT points makes our championship look 
very much like his for the taking; while in 
the Scottish series, Allan Arneil, despite 
actually dropping points, still retains his 
lead of the championship, although he is 
now being pushed by Jim Howden and the 
rejuvenated Samsons whose confidence has 
returned significantly with each passing 
rally. The pressure, as they say, is ‘‘right 
on.”’ 
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Decisions made behind closed doors to upgrade 
excellent national rallies to international status are 
sometimes hard to comprehend fully. Do those who 
make them, first ask themselves the question: ‘would 
this rally make an equally good international?’. . . or 
not. Seemingly not, for at present the Burmah is no 
more of an international than the Mintex. By the 
same token what are the standards required for 
membership. A stage mileage proclamation is laid 
down, but this is almost useless unless related to a 
time scale, and in any case is so aly circumvented 
entirely. 

In terms of organisation, the Burmah International 
stood its inauguration very well. Lanarkshire Car 
Club and all its hard-working members deserve great 
credit for another smoothly run event; this despite an 
apparently over-complicated and obscure system of 
timing which appeared to serve no useful purpose in 
practice save to put co-drivers on edge and the double 
usage of stages (at 30-second interval timing) which is 
scarcely ‘form’ for an international, however short of 
mileage the organisers may have been. (The possibili- 
ties for accidents involving two cars on a stage are 
enormous when early runners are setting off behind 
cars seeded in the mid-sixties . . . especially when 
circumstances are further endangered by added haz- 
ards such as dust etc.) 

There is some talk of future expansion of the 
Burmah involving a loop into Ayrshire to make use of 
those superb ‘lowland’ forests. All that is in the 
future, meantime ‘politics’ involving the RSAC (with 
all that the latter implies with regard to the Scottish 
Rally) may regrettably contain the Burmah’s growth 
(unless a ‘hotline’ direct to Belgrave Square can be 
made to function successfully) to that which it cur- 
rently occupies—an excellent national rally. 

However, there seems little doubt that the sponsors 
were most satisfied. Exposure in the media, which 
was worked for and exploited with enthusiasm, was as 
substantial and obvious as the money spent in its 
generation. Clearly the extensive finance available 
was poured wholeheartedly into the running of the 
event, as one would expect with men of integrity at 
the helm, and the stages themselves, particularly the 
longer ones, were enjoyed to the full by competitors. 
Officials of the club make it their business to be ‘on 
the scene’ at all times so that communications are 
rapid and efficient. 

Martin Liddle’s selfless efforts with his computer- 
ised results were as usual highly efficient, and al- 
though the timing appeared to be anomolous and 
promised lengthy wrangling at the finish, in practice 
this was not so—much to the relief of all concerned. 


ENTRY 


Entries for the Burmah were always going to be hard 
to come-by this year, despite the apparent ‘guaran- 
tees’ of being.a counter towards no less than three of 
this country’s premier championships. Acquiring in- 
surance for international rallying is a most expensive 
business and its clear that many of the Scots stayed 
away for this reason alone (others, like Dominic 
Buckley, electing to go for the Wynns Stages and 
Otterburn on Sunday instead). In all there were just 
20 Scottish championship division one starters, of 
whom only one scored Scotsman points. When a 
certain lack of ethnic enthusiasm was added to 
Leyland’s withdrawal, alongside those of Ari Va- 
tanen and two thirds of the ‘Three Musketeers’ from 
Poland, Lanarkshire Car Club were not left with a 
vast army of excitement upon which to base their pre- 
event promotion. 

Nevertheless there was always the Brookes/Airik- 
kala struggle, and DTV’s two Chevettes were present 
as usual. The burly Finn was to use the car he drove 
from new on the Jim Clark; while Chris Sclater (who 
scored DTV’s sole FTD) drove a new car. The two 
Chevettes differed from each other in minor ways, 
one of the most significant being the rear axle 
location. Airikkala was trying the new ‘G4’ arrange- 
ment first seen on the Scottish which like the ‘Group 
Anything’ system used in the past, involves four 
parallel links. However, in the case of the former the 
coil spring is mounted on the lower axle arm itself 
(which is not so in the case of the latter). Pentti was 
keen to further test this system, as it has been 
employed in his 1000 Lakes car. His retirement, two 
miles from the end of the fourth stage, was caused 
when the link mounting bracket split away form the 
axle tube. There seems to have been no evidence 
whatsoever of a design flaw however. 

Team Toyota Europe have been experiencing a 
long-term nadir recently, but came to the Burmah 
with renewed hope following one or two minor 
revisions. Hannu’s Celica, chosen in favour of the 
Corolla on account of work still required on the latter 
(both to make it eligible for international G5, and for 
developmental reasons) was used by him on the 
Acropolis, and was in fact driven by Jean Luc Therier 
on the RAC last year. A new exhaust manifold 
developed by Schnitzer improved torque figures 
across a wider power band, and gave a few more top- 
end bhp, while the most recent ‘bugbear’ involving 
the gearbox selector fork mainshaft has been isolated, 
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Graham Elsmore ona ey his excellent ‘Group 1 drive that he is not just a Forest of Dean man. 


and is now thought to have occurred thanks to case 
hardening damage sustained during machining. New 
gearboxes are currently being changed after every 
event. The team are still using the differential derived 
from the Crown Saloon, but will shortly change over 
to those from the Hi-Ace trucks. Its all part of that 
age-old development chase, up and down the drive- 
line, in which most manufacturers become immersed 
while scaling the heights of competition success. 
Rumours of a certain unrest in Croydon, brought 
about by lack of results, are substantially true. One 
hopes that the fears of British management over the 
wisdom of their investment in the rally team have 
been allayed somewhat by this fine result. 

Russell Brookes,whose car first turned a wheel the 
previous Wednesday, had its clutch changed on 
Thursday when it was found to be dragging. Then the 
new machine nearly met disaster on its way north 
when two wheels parted company with the Andrews 
transporter. However it arrived; the specification and 
ride height very similar to that of the Scottish car, but 
with Russell and Peter Harrison’s latest ideas on 
weight distribution employed as far as possible in the 
time available. 

While John Taylor continues to run the Ford 
development four speed gearbox (this time fitted with 
revised clutch components in an effort to resolve 
Boreham’s problems in this area) Russell continues to 
use the triple plate assembly in his quest for the 
championship. In attempts to concentrate as much as 
possible of the weight within the wheelbase, Peter 
Harrison had mounted the engine and petrol tank as 
far back and forward (respectively) in the chassis as 
possible. It was the former’s position which eventual- 
ly resulted in a cracked exhaust pipe at the bottom of 
the manifold across one of the butt welds. This crack 
defied attempts at temporary cures until a sleeve was 
welded over it at the Oban ‘breakfast’ halt. 

The split in the system lost the car considerable 
power but this alone is not sufficient to account for 
Russell’s less-then-superb performance (by his stan- 
dards). Last year the press were only too eager to 
blame his marriage for a subdued performance on the 
Burmah. What now? Yachting adventures in the 


Minch perhaps!? Russell ran A2s for the most part, 
which economised on tyre change efforts and proved 
satisfactory for the most part. Perhaps the knowledge 
that the pressure was ‘off’ after Pentti’s retirement 
meant something to Russell, for there was little 
enough save an alternator, wrong with the new car. 
Perhaps our expectations are becoming ridiculously 
high these days. After all, second place and a firm 
grip on the championship is hardly to be sneered at! 

Andy Dawson’s new car appeared for the second 
time, still equipped with a Watts linkage. He had 
suffered an 11th hour engine blow-up back in London 
when it ran a big end bearing, so Andy drove the car 
all the way to Glasgow in his efforts to run-in the new 
unit. He seemed delighted with the car following 
some recent testing and his knowledge of the area was 
expected to be put to good use. 

Bror Danielsson marked a return to the scene for 
DOT. Regrettably it was not to be a successful one 
for in the car which he drove on the Scottish, he 
suffered ‘‘transmission failure’ in Knapdale forest 
(this was widely assumed to mean: torque tube 
failure—the ever-present Opel béte noir) while Mike 
Rawson’s return for Stockshill Garages seems to have 
been crowned with a headgasket failure. John Tay- 
lor’s Haynes car was as described in last week’s issue 
of this magazine, while Tony Drummond finally 
succeeded in reaching a rally with his new car, this 
one devoid of Panhard rod, as he had said. He set 
some very promising stage times before badly damag- 
ing the rear bodywork (while reversing rapidly into a 
telegraph pole after a wrong slot at the entrance to 
Knapdale!) and then spun off irretrievably down a 
fire break in Minard 

In Group One Malcolm Wilson who had slipped a 
disc ‘while lifting a barrel’ (others were less sympa- 
thetic and markedly more ribald) had a new Terry 
Hoyle Pinto engine, complete with a German manu- 
factured cylinder head and camshaft, this being first 
used by Elsmore on the Scottish and subsequently 
returned for revised case hardening etc). Malcolm 
was considerably more impressed with the power 
available; while Graham himself was as usual su- 
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It has definitely been the Samsons year with Charles going better and better on each event. 
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continued 


premely happy with the Thomas Motors equipe. They 
are already preparing his ‘tarmac’ car for the Ulster 
and the Manx! Group One continues to amaze. 
Finally Ian Wilson returned to active rallying with a 
brand new and largely unpainted 16-valve 2300 Che- 
vette which he has been building since April, after 
having put down a deposit on the car (or its compo- 
nent parts) with Gerry Johnstone at the Granite City. 
Parts have been slow to materialise and the build has 
evidently been fraught with complications. As he said 
with a wry smile: “I wouldn’t recommend it!’”’ The car 
was still fitted with Opel front brakes owing to lack of 
suitable other types, but in most other respects seems 
to be a very workmanlike machine. It should, in the 
long term, represent a most sensible investment. Ian 
was out solely to test, and not to set the forests alight. 
Thus in the calm of Friday evening, the pleasant 
sunlight silhouetting the impressive span of Erskine 


Poor Jim McRae drove his heart out trying to make up that lost minute and in the process was one of the most 


spectacular men to watch. 


Bridge itself, the first Burmah International prepared 
to get itself underway. Ahead lay 22 stages, many of 
which were very familiar to regular competitors in 
Argyll. The route however was vastly different, and 
involved halts at both Oban in the north west and 
Dunoon in the south. After blocks of stages on the 
banks of Loch Fyne and Loch Awe, cars were due in 
at Oban in the early hours of Saturday morning. 
After a short halt a long road section south to the 
Crinan Canal and Knapdale forest (SS11) heralded 
the dawn. Cars then proceeded to Dunoon via stages 
around and overlooking Loch Eck and the Holy Loch 
before returning to Erskine via Glen Kinglas and ‘the 
Rest’. 

Once again it was easy to see why the major part of 
the rally must be run during unsociable hours. Traffic 
in the Lomond drea during August borders on the 
chaotic; the aberrations and machinations of the 
British tourist, on holiday with family and caravan, 
being as bizarre and unpredictable as the communica- 
tions and transport system of this country. The two 
even have something in common—‘go-slow’. 


RALLY 


The night seemed set fair and dry. Memories o/ 
windswept moments huddled on the heights of ‘the 
Rest’ faded as one stood on those heights once more, 
looking down Glen Croe towards Ben Donich . . . al- 
ways a fine sight; and in the darkness, watching the 
first cars arrowing down the tortuous old road, muted 
sounds of tramping axles and protesting tyres floating 
up the glen, memories of the past years came flooding 
back. 

It was clear too that the number one Chevette was 
plagued with excessive understeer. Nothing to do 
with the axle failure to come, more to do with brand 
new springs which take time to settle and had not 
been ‘run-in’ as had those on Chris’s car, and on the 
new one heading for Finland. 

As soon as forests took over from public spectacle, 
the vibration from the engine in the Andrews Heat 
car, coupled with the proximity of the block to the 
bulkhead, began to have an effect on the butt weld at 
the base of the exhaust manifold, where it joins the 
one piece tail pipe. Inexorably, the fumes from the 
crack on the weld seeped into the car, affecting both 
driver and co-driver and further compounding Rus- 
sell’s attempts to ‘get with it’. 

Meanwhile Mikkola was in the process of stringing 
together a succession of stage times which were to 
demoralise the opposition successfully, and virtually 
assure him of the rally. He was fastest on seven of the 
first eight stages and with Airikkala’s demise on Loch 
Glashan, he was allowed to escape. Pentti, for his 
part, immediately set about the task of returning to 
Finland poste haste! 

Meanwhile others were returning to civilization 
from the depths of forests. No less than 17 cars retired 
on SS4 Loch Glashan! Chris Lord slid El Gam II into 
a glutinous mud hole, leaving Tony McMahon with a 
one-and-a-half-mile walk to summon the nearest 
spectators. He was surprised and delighted when they 
accepted his superb ‘offer’ with alacrity, and extract- 
ed Lord and Gam from their messy retreat. Bertie 
Fisher also came to grief on Loch Glashan, spinning 
off after a firebreak and collecting a maximum. 

Castrol/AUTOSPORT contenders were to have a 
generally unhappy night, and principal among them 
was Paul Faulkner, who in contrast to his form of 
recent weeks, and his general enthusiasm for the 
Burmah, could not find the style to which he is 
accustomed. Paul and Monty were in a most unaccus- 
tomed 14th place after three stages, and at the end of 
Inverliever 2 the ZF gearbox jammed its selectors as 
Paul prepared to move off from the stage finish. Their 
efforts to remove the top of the "box and free the 
offending unit were aided by Lyn Jenkins who had 
been stranded when his driver, David Stokes, had 
become so ill as to be unable to breathe properly, let 
alone continue driving. He was also violently ill and 
thinks he must have inadvertantly swallowed a flying 
night intruder during an earlier stage. 

With the help of some well aimed blows, Paul and 
Monty were in business of a sort, but without first or 
reverse gears and with maximum lateness almost 
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upon them. They were not officially confirmed as 
OTL at Oban, and thus continued a depressing rally 
from which they were almost certain they would be 
excluded. Later that morning an exhaust manifold 
gasket broke up. As Monty sagely remarked, “‘its a 
nice treasure hunt, but we can’t seem to find the 
clues!”” Certainly it wasn’t to be Paul’s rally, and a 
puncture in Loch Eck for which he decided to stop 
and invite Monty to change (rather than risk damage 
to the Minilite) only underlined the futility of their 
continuing. 

The Simpsons were reaping the consequences of 
some camshaft timing changes carried out by Frank 
Pierson at their request for more power. There was 
certainly more power, but most of it was out of reach 
at 9000rpm, and below that there was very little. The 
tractable Tyreservices machine of the ATS Stages had 
become almost undriveable, massive wheel spin giv- 
ing way to struggling along ‘off the cam’ whenever the 
revs were allowed to drop. 

John Taylor was a disappointed and puzzled man. 
The Haynes of Maidstone car simply would not 
handle on the loose, and with some embarrassing 
armfuls of understeer his stage times were not surpris- 
ingly ineffective. He had softened the springs and 
changed the Acropolis five leaf system used on the 
Jim Clark for a twin leaf set-up. Taylor lay in a 
depressing ninth place at Oban and his efforts to 
improve the situation got the better of him some 6.9 
miles into Knapdale when the wayward rear of the car 
was caught by a large rock and flung back across the 
track, the impact flipping the RS1800 onto its near- 
side and thence onto its roof. No severe damage but a 
depressing retirement. 

After eight stages and with two further ones in 
prospect before Oban, Mikkola had pulled out a 
1m28s lead on Andy Dawson. Russell was 31 seconds 
behind the DAD machine and Sclater held fourth 
place, though after two spins he was almost in the 
clutches of Tony Drummond. Attempts to weld 
Brookes’ exhaust were doomed to failure until time at 
Oban allowed a sleeve to be fitted over the offending 
butt weld. Here also the team changed an alternator 
after it had been discovered that a loose pulley had 
broken the shaft. Refettled and fit again after Oban, 
Russell, minus carbon monoxide, was clearly in no 
mood to remain behind Andy Dawson. His drive 
through the 10 miles of Knapdale was, he thought, 
virtually as fast as he could manage and Dawson’s 
seven second ‘cushion’ was immediately transformed 
into a six second advantage to Brookes. Russell 
however was only three seconds faster than Hannu on 
the stage, and at the end of it the Finn, relaxed as 
ever, was at last beginning to believe that the Celica 
would last the distance. ‘‘For once everything is going 
just right”’. 

The coming of dawn brought with it the rains, 
sweeping in from the North Atlantic and beating 
down the pewter waters of the Crinan Canal, Both 
Dawson and Brookes had all but run out of petrol; 
the latter in Knapdale because of a slight oversight 
which forced a rapid switch to the alternative pump, 
the latter at the finish of Inverinan because of some 
cross wiring in the electric circuits of the two pumps. 

Andy had suffered some misfortune on the pre- 


The Chevette only set one fastest stage time and it was done by Chris Sclater in his brand new car. 


vious stage (SS7) in the darkness while lapping 
Inverliever for the second time. In the dust, he had 
caught Jim Howden and in his attempts to slide past, 
had had his lights damaged from flying stones. 
Nevertheless the Dawson machine appeared to be in 
excellent health, as did its driver, in stark contrast to 
Graham Elsmore who was another to suffer stomach 
ailments during the night. He felt low, but his Scottish 
adversary probably felt worse. After three stages the 
battle between them was separated by one second, 
but at the neutral section after Glen Mohr, David 
Brown miscalculated an instant, booked Jimmy into 
the control early. It was then that he also began to run 
into dire braking troubles, a return of familiar prob- 
lems . . The rear circuit losing all its fluid and 
leaving him with no rear brakes and only partially 
functioning front discs on Inverliever. The result of 
all his mishaps still left him only 54 seconds behind 
the RS2000 after eight tests. The battle then began in 
earnest; Jimmy gradually reeling in Graham on the 
longer stages; the Ford keeping its distance on the 
shorter more twisty types. As the hours passed the 
duel became ever more frenetic, Graham forgetting 


his illness and both men struggling ruthlessly; some- 
times far beyond their personal limits. It made 
fascinating and athletic viewing, spectators charging 
headlong for steep banks and safer places of refuge as 
these two appeared at angles and speeds which 
sometimes allowed the eye to confuse the brain. This 
was, after all, Group One! 

By the time they reached Dunoon with 16 stages 
completed and scarcely 30 more competitive miles to 
dispute, Jimmy had closed the gap to 41 seconds. It 
wasn’t going to be enough, but equally he wasn’t 
going to settle for second just yet. 

Rockey was now secure in fourth place, with the 
strong possibility of collecting maximum Castrol 
points. The car had a slight oil leak from the rear of 
the gauge but was otherwise fit, and even two rear 
punctures on the Larach had no real effect on the 
distance between him and his pursuers. The rally had 
by now lost Drew Gallacher whose fighting drive in 
his old RS1600 had once more led to some startling 
stage times. He had been living with a slipping clutch 


It was a steady, consistent drive that took Russell into second place, with him being one of seston’ drivers debuting new cars. 
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BURMAH INTERNATIONAL RALLY 


continued 


virtually from the start of the rally, and in Glenshel- 
lish the engine which had been off colour for several 
Stages, declared itself unfit to travel further. Not even 
Drew could persuade it to go another yard. 

Will Sparrow, who had been driving to his peren- 
nial high standards in the ever reliable Avenger, once 
more had to deal with its only serious design failing at 
the service point after West Loch Eck—stripped teeth 
on third gear in the close ratio gearbox. Back-in went 
the standard spare with which Will seems to have 
finished almost every rally this year, and the Mopar 
Chrysler was away again, now under some pressure 
from Kaby who had at last mastered his Dolomite. 
Terry wasn’t talking about his car at the weekend, 
and never before had he been so reticent on the 
subject. The conversation went something like this: 
your car’s looking very smart Terry; new coat of 
paint?” 
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It was the lack of cracks in the hitherto ageing 
bodywork which had prompted closer inspection, and 
despite the SAH registration numbers, one couldn’t 
help concluding that this car was indeed the much 
rumoured spare Abingdon Dolomite used on occa- 
sion by Pat Ryan. 

The red and white Celica drifted into the familiar 
bustling streets of Dunoon exactly one-and-a-half 
minutes ahead of Russeil Brookes who himself led 
Dawson by just over half-a-minute. Hannu finds that 
the Toyota loses its power traction dramatically in 
wet conditions so that he was glad that, for now at 
least, it was dry once more. Mikkola is only too aware 
that he is at some intrinsic disadvantage competing in 
the British Isles. Those ‘‘places” on the map, so well 
known to a certain number of the country’s leading 
co-drivers, often catch out the quick foreigner, espe- 
cially if he is trying hard. Hannu has suffered so 
frequently in this context and then heard the smug 
surprise remarks—‘“‘didn’t you know that, its one of 
the famous bends... .” that he now shrugs his 
shoulders and smiles philosophically. On the Burmah 
he made one mistake, flying over a brow in Glenshel- 
lish and finding himself in the hole made famous by 
Tony Pond, where the track curves away on the far 
side of the brow. ‘‘Arne remembered the place just as 
we sail over the brow” he remarked with obvious 
amusement. ‘‘Suddenly we are in the ditch, but I kept 
the car moving and it jumped out again!” 

The final DTV Chevette had now departed the 
scene. Just half-a-mile beyond the dam on Minard, a 
spindle failed in the distributor drive, bringing the car 
to an immediate halt and robbing Chris of fourth 
place. When the cap was removed the carnage inside 
spilled forth in a thousand pieces. The car was 
retrieved from the stage and taken back to Glasgow, 
its driver nevertheless well pleased with its perfor- 
mance, particulary on the narrow twisty stages so 
characteristic of the Burmah. This was where he had 
expected the car to be at aslight disadvantage. 

Seeded 58 was the ubiquitous Mazda/Ford. With 
around 160bhp from its TwinCam engine the Century 
Oils ‘special’ built by driver Willie Rutherford and co- 
driver Hugo Kennedy, is probably no match for the 
latest in G1 RS2000s; yet Willie was seventh at 


. it does look like mine doesn’t 


20 


Early on during the rally Dawson ran second to Mikkola, but soon after the Oban halt Brookes relegated him to third where he stayed to the finish. 


Dunoon, albeit some 90 seconds behind the flying 
McRae. This was surely going to be Willie’s most 
momentous result to date. He is a hard charger and 
was still trying hard on the downhill descent of Rest 
and Be Thankful when the hurtling Mazda ran into a 
sheet of standing water at the bridge and under- 
steered into the bank.. With smashed wheel and 
steering rack the Mazda limped off the stage, drop- 
ping to tenth overall in the process but nevertheless 
demonstrating once more Willie’s talent and determi- 
nation to succeed in the world of stage rallying. He 
must be one of the few really bright prospects to 
emerge this year. 

At the finish there was considerable delight. In the 
Century Oils entourage, jubilation that Del Lines’ 
TR7 had finished a rally—and with a new driver at 
the wheel! Jenny was rather less than enamoured of 
the experience. Searching for a cigarette, she looked 
a little worn by it all (it is rather different from Group 
One at Ingliston!) but had achieved her goal on her 
first proper loose surface rally, finishing 28th overall 
in a car which is renowned as being difficult to 
become accustomed to. She described the adventure 
as “mind blowing’”’ and went on to elaborate further- 

.... but then this is a family magazine! Jenny’s 
presence also had a marked effect on Jill Robinson 
even though the latter was never seriously threat 


ened. Later in the year we can perhaps look forward 
to real feminine confrontations! 

Graham Elsmore was thoroughly delighted with an 
excellent performance. “I’ve never been here before, 
so perhaps they won’t confuse it with the Forest of 
Dean” he remarked happily. It was a duel that we 
were privileged to watch; Jimmy mentioning that “I 
don’t think I’ve ever driven as hard; and there were 
times when I thought it would come back in a box!” 

The up to 1600cc G1 class had meanwhile been won 
by untroubled Chris Field, ahead of Charlie’s ageing 
Europat car from which all the engine oil had drained 
when he lost the sump plug on the third test. Charlie 
was his usual cheerful self explaining why he had 
done no apparent damage to the engine despite 
driving over three stage miles with no oil in the car 
whatsoever . . .‘‘the motor’s so sloppy, there aren’t 
any big ends in there anyway!’’ He had clearly 
thoroughly enjoyed his rally, as had Bryan Harris in 
the co-drivers seat. 

The days when Finns compete in England and 
automatically show us the way are nearly over. The 
RAC Rally, so much their preserve until recently is 
now wide open, and national rallies are even more 
weighted in favour of our forestry racers. It’s in this 
context that one must measure Hannu Mikkola’s easy 
and untroubled victory. 
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1st Burmah International Rally 
Motor/RAC round 8 Castrol/AUTOSPORT round 9 
August 19/20 
1, H MikkolaVA Hertz (Toyota Celica GT) 138m 23s; 
2, R Brookes/J Brown’ (RS1800) 140.00; 
3, A Dawson/S Pegg (RS1800) 140.54; 
4, N Rockey/D Tucker (RS1800) 144.53; 
5, G Elsmore/S Harrold (RS2000) 145.56; 
6, J McRae/D Brown (Vauxhall Magnum) 146.15; 
7, GC Samson/A Samson (RS1800) 149.52; 8, J Howden/! Marwick 
(RS1800) 150.11; 9, W Sparrow/N Raeburn (Chrysler Avenger GT) 
150.24; 10, W Rutherford/H Kennedy (Mazda/Ford) 150.25. 


Group One 
1, G Elsmore/S Harold (RS2000) 145.56; 
2, J McRae/D Brown (Vauxhall Magnum) 146.15; 
3, W Sparrow/N Raeburn (Chrysler Avenger GT) 150.24; 
4, T Kaby/B Andrews (Triumph Dolomite Sprint) 150.44; 
5, R Borjesson/J Hawkins (BMW 320) 151.31. 

(98 starters—45 finishers) 


Rally leaders 
SS1: Russell Brookes; 
SS2—finish: Hannu Mikkola. 


Motor/RAC Champlonship: Russell Brookes 48; Pentti Airikkala 38; 
Hannu Mikkola 37; Andrew Dawson 37; John Taylor 29; Paul Faulkner 
26; Nige! Rockey 25; Jim McRae 23; Graham Elsmore 21; Billy 
Coleman 20. 

Group One: Will Sparrow 64; Jim McRae and Graham Elsmore 53; 
Malcolm Wilson 48; Pat Ryan 27; Gavin Waugh 25; Chris Field 18; 
Steve Smith 12. 


Special Stage Times 


1 2 3 ~ 5 6 
Mikkola 12 6 1 3 1 _ 
Brookes 7 6 a 2 1 _ 
Dawson 1 5 7 5 1 _ 
Rockey 1 1 2 4 4 3 
Sclater 1 _ 3 2 1 2 
McRae 1 _ _ 6 3 1 


$S1 Cameron Park (1.26 miles) © 

1, Brookes 1.13; 2, Mikkola 1.15; 3, Rockey 1.16; 4=Airikkala 1.17; 5, 
Sclater 1.18. 

SS2 Rest and Be Thankful (1.34 miles) 

1, Mikkola 1.28; 2, Airikkala 1.29; 3, Rockey 1.32; 4, Brookes and 
McRae 1.33 

$SS3 Gien Croe/Glen Mhor (5.26 miles) 

1, Mikkola 6.10; 2, Airikkala 6.18; 3, Dawson 6.20; 4, Brookes 6.28; 5, 
Rockey 6.37. 

$S4 Loch Glashan (6.71 miles) 

1, Mikkola 7.51; 2, Dawson 7.58; 3, Brookes and Sciater 8.04; 5, Taylor 
6.11. 


SS5 Knockavalich (4.44 miles) 

1, Mikkola 4.54; 2, Drummond 4.59; 3, Brookes 5.02; 4, Dawson 5.04; 
5, Sclater 5.11. 

SS6 Inverilever 1 (5.37 miles) 

1, Mikkola 7.15; 2, Brookes 7.27; 3, Dawson 7.28; 4, Drummond 7.29; 
5, Faulkner 7.35. 

$S7 Inverilever 2 (5.37 miles) 

1, Mikkola 7.18; 2, Drummond 7.28; 3, Sclater 7.31; 4=Gallacher and 
Dawson 7.32. 

SSS Inverinan (2.99 miles) 

1, Mikkola 3.31; 2, Danielsson 3.38; 3, Sclater 3.42; 4, Dawson 3.45, 5, 
Rockey 3.47. 

S89 Barcaldine north (5.40 miles) 

1, Rockey 7.08; 2, Drummond 7.11; 3, Brookes 7.17; 4, Mikkola 7.18; 
5, Taylor 7.21. 

$S10 Barcaldine south (4.10 miles) 

1, Brookes 5.56; 2, Mikkola 6.01; 3, Danielsson 6.02; 4, Taylor 6.03; 5, 
Drummond 6.05. 

$S11 Knapdale (10.21 miles) 

1, Brookes 12.29; 2, Mikkola 12.32; 3, Gallacher 12.40; 4, Sclater 
12.41; 5, Dawson 12.42. 

$812 Lochgliphead (5.05 miles) 

1, Sclater 5.52; 2, Brookes 5.57; 3, Dawson 5.59; 4=Gallacher and 
Mikkola 6.03. 

$813 Minard (11.52 miles) 

1, Brookes 14.01; 2=Mikkola and Rockey 14.12; 4, Dawson 14.16; 5, 
McRae 14.29. 

$814 Glenshellish (9.52 miles) 

1, Mikkola 10.57; 2, Brookes 11.01; 3, Dawson 11.09; 4=McRae and 
Rockey 11.36. 

$S15 West Loch Eck (4.50 miles) 

1=Mikkola and Brookes 5.03; 3, Dawson 5.10; 4, McRae 5.16; 5, 
Rockey 5.21. 

$816 Corlarach (3.81 miles) 

1, Dawson 4.13; 2=Elsmore and Mikkola 4.14; 4, McRae 4.16; 5, 
Brookes 4.17. 

$817 High Blawearle (1.93 miles) 

1, Brookes 2.43; 2, Mikkola 2.44; 3, Dawson 2.45; 4=Elsmore and 
McRae 2.47. 

$S18 The Larach (1.89 miles) 

1, Mikkola 2.28; 2=Brookes and Dawson 2.32; 4, Rockey 2.36; 5, 
McRae 2.37. 

$819 Island (5.48 miles) 

1, Mikkola 7.16; 2=Dawson and Brookes 7.20; 4, Elsmore 7.28; 5, 
McRee 7.31. 

$S20 Ben Laggan 1 (7.89 miles) 

1, Mikkola 9.10; 2=Brookes and Dawson 9.14; 4, McRae 9.38; 5, 
Elsmore 9.39. 

$S21 Ben Laggan 2 (7.89 miles) 

1, Brookes 9.09; 2, Mikkola 9.12; 3, Dawson 9.28; 4, Rockey 9.29; 5, 
Elsmore 9.36. 

SS22 Rest and Be Thankful 

1, McRae 1.28; 2=Dawson and Howden 1.29; 4, Brookes 1.30; 5, 
Mikkola 1.31. 
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| special stage 


edited by Peter Newton 


Finnish WCR battlefield 


The Rally of the 1000 Lakes this week- 
end will be the stage for what must be 
one of the fiercest tussles in inter- 
national rallying for some time with 
Ford and Fiat locked in combat for the 
prestigious World Rally Championship 
for Makes title. As they enter the arena 
with their respective stars the score is 
two all with Ford just inching ahead in 
the points standings with 82 to Fiat’s 78. 

The machinations surrounding the 
championship since Ford announced 
their intention of doing all the rounds 
have been numerous with each team 
trying to outdo the other by playing 
trump cards in terms of drivers. Ford’s 
line-up consists of Ari Vatanen, Bjorn 
Waldegaard and Kyosti Hamalainen, 
while Fiat are fielding Markku Alen, 
Timo Makinen, Timo Salonen, Hannu 
Valtaharju and their new signing Tatu 
Vatanen. 

This is the seventh round of the 
Championship with the score so far 
being the Acropolis and Safari to Ford, 
New Zealand and Portugal to Fiat, 
Sweden to Saab and Monte Carlo to 
Lancia. 

But in watching this battle closely it is 
important not to lose sight of the very 
stiff opposition that could upset the 
applecart. It is every Finn’s dearest 
wish to win his home event and two 
very determined drivers will be Pentti 
Airikkala and Hannu Mikkola, both 
men standing just as good a chance of 


Leading crews 


Markku Alén/IIkka_ Kivimaki 
(Fiat 131 Rally); 

Pentti Airikkala/Risto Virtanan 
(Vauxhall Chevette 2300); 
Stig Blomqvist/Hans Sylvan 
(Saab EMS Rally); 
Ari Vatanen/Atso 
(RS1800); 

Simo Lampinen/Juhani Mark- 
kanen (Saab EMS Rally); 
Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon 
(Fiat 131 Rally); 

Hannu Mikkola/Arne__ Hertz 
(Toyota Celica); 

Bjorn Waldegard/Claes_ Bill- 
stam (RS1800); 

Per Eklund/Bjérn Cederberg 
(Saab EMS Rally); 

Leo Kinnunen/Jorma_ Pulk- 
kinen (Porsche 911); 

Timo Salonen/Jaakko Mark- 
kula (Fiat 131 Rally); 

Ky6dsti Hamalainen/Martti 
Tiukkanen (RS1800); 
Tapio Rainio/Erkki 
(Saab EMS Rally); 
Markku Saaristo/Timo Alanen 
(Toyota Corolla Coupe); 
Hannu Valtaharju/Risto Anttila 
(Fiat 131 Rally); 
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Bernard Darniche 
Ari Vatanen 
Russel! Brookes 
Billy Coleman 
Beny Fernandez 
Tony Pond 

Antonio Zanini 
Vaclav Blahna 
Reiner Altenheimer 
Michele Mouton 
Gerard Swaton 
Gilbert Staepelaere 
Blaze) Krupa 

Jerry Landsberg 
Tapio Rainio 

Leo Pittoni 
Maurizio Verini 


victory as any of the others mentioned 
above. In fact, if his present form 
continues over the weekend, Hanriu 
must surely be the man to beat. He has 
never looked fitter and probably never 
driven better than of late, and last 
weekend’s convincing win on the Bur- 
mah in Scotland must have boosted the 
morale of Team Toyota at a time when 
they needed it. 

Pentti must have quite a large ques- 
tion mark hanging over his head be- 
cause, although He is as quick as any of 
his fellow Finns, he has the relatively 
unknown quantity of a Vauxhall 
Chevette in Finland. But stranger 
things have happened and certainly 
Pentti and DTV have enthusiasm and a 
will to win on their side. 

The rally itself starts tomorrow (Fri) 
from Jyvaskyla and finishes there on 
Sunday morning, the main change in 
this year’s route being that it returns to 
the town on Saturday for the halfway 
halt. Quite a lot of new ground is being 
explored this year and consequently the 
stages are narrower and bumpier than 
before. However, we must quickly 
point out that bumpy by Finnish stan- 
dards is usually smooth by ours. Dun- 
lop have spent a considerable amount 
of time tyre testing with Ford and found 
that these comparatively rougher stages 
will mean more extensive use of M&S 
tyres. 

The route is 1484 kilometres in 

18, Antero Laine/Raimo Alm 
(Saab 96 V4); 

Jari Vilkas/Juhani Soini (BMW 
2002); 

Franz Wittman/Helmut Deimel 
(Opel Kadett GT/E); 

John Haugland/Bruno Berg- 
lund (Skoda 130 RS); 

Georg Fischer/Franz Mikes 
(Datsun Violet); 

Heikki Enomaa/Jyrki 
(BMW 2002); 

Erkki Pitkanen/Juhani 
lama 
1800); 
Henri Toivonen/Antero Lindq- 
vist (Sunbeam Avenger 2000); 
Timo Jouhki/Juha Piironen 
(Opel Kadett GT/E); 

Pertti Karh&/Seppo Siitonen 
(Mitsubishi Lancer); 

Matti Johansson/Seppo Har- 
janne (RS1800); 

Timo Kollanus/Ahti Vitikainen 
(Simca Rallye 2); 

Harri Vaan&nen/Timo Tuo- 
minen (Lada 1300 Rallye); 
Kydsti Saari/Jorma Hakanen 
(Opel Kadett GT/E); 
Jaako Markula/Asko 
lainen (RS2000); 
Kauko Makel&é/Raimo 
(Peugeot 304 S); 
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Can Alen make it two in a row on the 
1000 Lakes for Fiat? 

length, including 464 competitive kilo- 
metres on 45 stages. The speed the 
drivers will be averaging on the road 
section will be about 41kph and, on the 
stages, about 100. The stages vary in 
length from two kilometres for the 
shortest to 35 for the longest, with most 
of them being gravel roads. 


35, Stassis Brunza/Anatoli Brum 
(Lada 1300 Rallye); 

Olli Mertsaimi/Juhani Nie- 
minen (Sunbeam Avenger 
1800), 

Lasse Lampi/Pentti Kuukkala 
(RS2000); 

Tapio Vanhala/Juhani 
minen (Saab 96 V4); 
Pekka Vilpponen/Rauno Kan- 
gasniemi (Lada 1300 Rallye); 
‘Olavi Gardemeister/Erkki Pak- 
kanen (Sunbeam Avenger 
1600); 

Viljo | Metso/Keijo 
(Opel Ascona 19); 
Kastitis | Girdauskas/Arvidas 
Girdauskas (Lada 1300 
Rallye); 

“Mr Alexander’/Urpo Reun- 
anen (Ope! Commodore GS/E 
Coupe); 

Seppo Niittymaki/Kalevi Ra- 
s&anen (RS2000); 

Voitto Silander/Kalevi Aho 
(Sunbeam Avenger 1600); 
T.B.N./Alf Krogell (Fiat 131 
Abarth); 

Esko Nuuttila/Jorma Kilpian- 
inen (Opel Kadett GT/E); 
Seppo Salo/Pekka Huolman 
(Opel Kadett 1900 Sedan). 


36, 


37, 
38, Nie- 
39, 


40, 


41, Itkonen 


42, 


43, 


44, 
45, 
46, 
47, 


48, 


Sep 1/3 San Martino 
Sep 8/11 Sachs Baltic 


! | 8 Jul 29/31 Danube 
Aug 26/28 Taurus 


Winning 
ways 


In Canada at the weekend the Ameri- 
can works TR7 carried on its winning 
way when John Buffum and Vicki were 
victors by a clear Smins on the Moun- 
tain Trail rally in Canada. 

On the rally, which was held in 
Kamloops, British Columbia, they beat 
the Toyota Celica of Taisto Heinonen 
with another Toyota, driven by Andy 
Falkiewiecz, in third place. The Canada 
TR7 driven by Walter Boyce had to 
retire as Boyce was suffering from con- 
siderable pain from a shoulder injury 
received on a rally in June. 

In their bid to take the Canadian 
Rally championship Buffum and Vicki 
have also won in Quebec, Novia Scotia 
and New Brunswick. Their wins have 
not only been in Canada, for they have 
a commanding lead in the SCCA and 
North American Cup Series, the next 
round of which is on September 24 at 
Columbus, Ohio. 

They have an extremely busy pro- 
gramme this year in both champion- 
ships and are out again in Canada at the 
weekend on the Rocky Mountain Rally 
near Calgary. 


Next stop 
Ulster 


Omagh Motor Club have now pub- 
lished the entry list for the Ulster Rally 
(September 2/3) and not surprisingly 
seeded at number one are Pentti 
Airikkala and Terry Harryman in the 
DTV Chevette. 

The event starts from the Antrim 
Forum at 7pm on Friday evening and 
finishes at the Kings Arms Hotel in 
Larne on Saturday afternoon at 3pm. 
The total mileage is 450 with 245 of 
these being on 32 all-tarmac special 
stages, which in anybody’s reckoning is 
a very good proportion. No practising 
will be allowed and to help confuse the 
locals with their superior knowledge the 
club have found many new stages and 
have modified old favourites. 

Apart from the top 20 printed below 
a welcome face back on the Irish rally- 
ing scene is Phil Coulter in his Porsche 
Carrera, who has not been out since last 
year. One rather disturbing entry is that 
for David Macauley in his Avenger 
which is entered by NUDE. We also 
worried that the gentleman was being 
sponsored by a nudist camp, but it 
seems this stands for North Ulster 


Drivers Equipe. 
1, Pentti Airikkala/Terry Harryman 
(Vauxhall Chevette); 2, Russell 


Brookes/John Brown (RS1800); 3, 
Hannu Mikkola/Arne Hertz (Toyota 
Corolla); 4, Chris Sclater/Martin 
Holmes (Vauxhall Chevette); 5, Brian 
Nelson/Malcolm Neil (Porsche Car- 
rera); 6, Andy Dawson/Stuart Pegg 
(RS1800); 7, Nigel Rockey/TBN 
(RS1800); 8, John Taylor/Phil Short 
(RS1800); 9, Sean Campbell/Yvonne 
Campbell (Porsche Carrera); 10, Derek 
Boyd/Rodney Cole (Porsche Carrera); 
11, Ken  Shields/Trevor Hughes 
(Porsche Carrera); 12, Roy Cath- 
cart/Austin Frazer (RS1800); 14, Noel 
Smith/lan Turkington (Porsche Car- 
rera); 15, Graham Elsmore/Stuart Har- 
rold (RS2000); 16, Malcolm Wil- 
son/John Davies (RS2000); 17, Jim 
McRae/David Brown (Vauxhall Mag- 


| num); 18, Will Sparrow/Ron Crellin 
(Chrysler Avenger); 19, Ronnie 
McCartney/Derek Smyth (Chrysler 
| Avenger); 20, Bertie Fisher/TBN 
, (RS2000). 
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special stage 


Full ahead 
for 1978 


As well as the RAC Steward for the 
event, Jack Kemsley (see Editorial), 
both Ian Muir, the Lanarkshire car 
Club’s Clerk of the Course, and Bur- 
mah Sales Promotion and Advertising 
executive Cameron McLennan were 
wearing happy faces after last week- 
end’s Burmah Rally. The satisfaction of 
the Lanarkshire CC’s sponsors could 
not have been better expressed when 
Burmah Director Peter Maynard chose 
the prizegiving to announce that the 
company would be continuing its suc- 
cessful association with the club by 
sponsoring the event again next year, 
strong indication indeed that the first 
Burmah with international status had 
been a success. 

Ian’s comments on Monday morning, 
when he was still recovering from all his 
hard work, were, “As far as I am 
concerned I think it was good and we 
made the right decision to go interna- 
tional. We did not stretch our resources 
past their limits and our results, that we 
estimated would be out at 8 o’clock, 
were out at five past. Organisation- 
wise, pre-event and during the event, 
was terrific but post event was not as 
good as it should have been. We should 
have got someone to organise the party. 
We have a few rough edges and our 
mistakes were in this department rather 
than in absolute cock ups.’’ In fact one 
of Ian’s major embarrassments during 
the whole event concerned the folk 
group the McCalmans who were sup- 
posed to do two stints at the party and 
left after only one. He is eager to point 
out that this was not the club’s fault and 
apologises for all those who stayed to 
hear them. 

He accepts the criticisms that the 
mileage was too short, but felt that the 
average of just under three road miles 
to one stage mile was not a bad ratio. 
“We would like another couple of 
Stages near Glasgow and were intend- 
ing to move slightly farther north to use 
five stages in the Ballachulish area, 
where we run our Blane Stages Rally, 
but this proved impossible,” he 
explained. 

He was also rather surprised at the 
high rate of retirements with only 45 of 
the 96 starters surviving. One factor 
that he felt played an important part in 
this was that the ditches at the side of 
the roads they used are mainly soft peat 
and once a car goes in it is usually stuck 
for quite a time. In fact, on the fourth 
stage, Loch Glashan, 17 cars retired 
with these ditches seeming to be the 
main explanation. As Graham Elsmore 
said to Ian ‘““You have got to be so 
accurate.” 

As they say ‘now a word from our 
sponsor’ and Cameron McLennan was 
a very happy man on Monday. “I think 
we will come to the end of the day and 
find that we have had more than our 
money’s worth out of it. We felt before 
I even went to Scotland for the rally 
that we had got more out of the event 
than before.” 

His only regret about the event was 
the withdrawal of several of the top 
crews, “Personally I was very disap- 
pointed with the withdrawal of Vatanen 
and the TR7s as we put a lot of hard 
work into getting a good international 
entry.”” But above all Cameron is a 
realist and accepts the limitations of 
what Ian and the club can do with what 
they have at their disposal 

The only real grumble from competi- 
tors was an overcomplicated timing sys- 
tem, which caught out two or three of 
the experienced co-drivers. Martin 
Holmes, who as usual was with Chris 
Sclater, was therefore asked to try and 
explain the system and this is what he 
came up with. 
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(irises 


Tony Drummond, debuting his new 
RS1800 on the Burmah, had very mixed 
fortunes on the event before he finally 
rolled himself out of contention on the 
13th stage, Minard. 


According to co-driver, Ed Morgan, 
this is how the event went for them. 
Stage five, Knockavellich, was very 
yumpy and they emerged from it with a 
damaged exhaust. They took a little bit 
more time than they would have wished 
to repair this so found themselves run- 
ning 7mins down on the road and were 
mixed in with the Group 1 men on the 
stages. However, despite a dust prob- 
lem and catching and passing Malcolm 
Wilson and David Stokes on subse- 
quent stages, they arrived at the Oban 
halfway halt just 7secs behind Russell: 
Brookes. 


It was during the 50 mile run from 
Oban to stage 11, Knapdale, that they 
wrong slotted and in Tony’s haste to 
turn round reversed straight into a 
telegraph pole damaging the rear of the 
car extensively. . 

The end was in sight for them as they 


Burmah breakdown 


approached a sharp right-hander on 
Minard with the car pulling hard in top. 
Tony, in his usual flamboyant style, left 
his braking late so was filled with con- 
sternation when nothing happened. 
The car went out of control up a fire 
break rolling completely over back onto 
its wheels on some very soft soggy 
grass. The car suffered comparatively 
little damage, but it was well stuck in 
the bog and took many eager spectators 
ten minutes to free them. Eventually 
they got to the end of the stage, glad to 
be free of the bog and the midges, but 
decided with no brakes it was not 
sensible to continue so retired from the 
event and went back to Yorkshire to 
mull over the happenings. 

But it does seem that Tony was very 
pleased and encouraged with the car’s 
and engine’s performance. He was also 
on Goodyear’s for the first time so it 
was quite an event for trying new 
things. Next on Tony’s programme of 
events are hopefully another continen- 
tal event in Belgium in a few weeks 
time and a televised rallycross in South 
Wales. 


Many Burmah competitors would love to have had Hannu Mikkola in their sights, 
but no one ever got close enough to catch a glimpse of the flying Finn. 


A road timing system with a difference was tried out at the Burmah Rally. This was 
aimed at helping to control some of the loopholes found and exploited by leading 
crews, often to the disadvantage of later competitors, which the freedom of orthodox 
regulations encourage. Basically the idea was that once a competitor clocked into a 
time control (including a special stage) late, he must remain at least the same amount 
late until the next rest halt. Furthermore he may at no time run earlier than his 
scheduled time. In this way the race to the special stages for the opportunity to drive 
them before another car had cut them up, was avoided. Furthermore the matter of 
spectator control was considerably eased. Spectators could know with assurance when 


the first car would arrive. 


So far there was little problem. The tricky bits came later in the regulations when 
they set out the rules regarding the delay allowances. Basically it was provided that 
delay allowance would be granted automatically, but only to the extent that the time 
of arrival at the end of a stage was later than the standard time for the finish. There 
was no special control at the finish of a stage. On each time card were written these 
national standard times, which were calculated on the assumption that you would 
average about 30-mph for each stage. The theory was that if you made up time on a 
stage so that despite a start time later than your scheduled start time you still arrived at 
the finish before the finish standard time, you had no need to hurry on the ensuing 
section to the next time control. Therefore you did not need any delay allowance. If 
however you were later than this standard time not only could you count this delay to 
your credit, but you had to check in that much later. The penalty for reducing this time 
was 60 seconds per minute, and this was what caught out so many crews. 


Look at this example as an illustration: 


Standard Actual Special 
Arrival Arrival Stage 
Time Time Start 
17.50 1750 17.56.00 


Special Standard Compulsory 
Stage Stage Finish Delay 
Finish Time Allowance 
"18.02.35 1800 2 minutes 


Thus if the standard arrival time for the next stage was 1835, you had a two-minute 
penalty if you arrived at 1835, one minute at 1836 and nil at 1837. This system 
applied at the start of every special stage. Some of the leading drivers who incurred 
time penalties were Geoff Simpson, Bill Taylor, David Cowan, Jenny Birrell, Jim 
McRae, Murray Grierson, Mike Jackson and Ian Wilson. 


@ Alan Simpson is very grateful to the 
Scottish Police from the Glasgow area 
for their help at the weekend. As he 
arrived at the end of one stage an 
officer was waiting to tell him that his 
wife Mary had started labour and he 
was to go home as soon as the rally was 
over. Alan did this and on Sunday was 
presented with a new son, Charles, to 
add to the family that already includes 
twin daughters. Alan was most appre- 
ciative of the speedy action of the police 
who passsed on the message within 15 
minutes of receiving a phone call from 
the expectant mother. 

@ Malcolm Wilson had a disappointing 
weekend retiring from both the 
Burmah and the Wynns rallies. On the 
Burmah it was the gear selector that 
failed on his RS2000 (the same reason 
as his retirement from the Circuit) on 
stage six, Inverliever, and on the 
Wynns he rolled his MkI RS1600. Not a 
good weekend for Malcolm and John 
Davies and one they would like to 
forget very quickly. 


@ George Hill wants to issue a warning 
to all competitors after his problems at 
the weekend—make sure you buy 
genuine article rose joints and not any 
obscure ones made in Japan. He bought 
four new ones and fitted them to his car 
for the Burmah and it was the bottom 
two from Japan that failed on a down- 
hill section on stage 14, Glen Shellish. 
The axle wrapped itself round the pan- 
hard rod and it was only by luck that 
George and Roger Jones did not find 
themselves rolling down the hill. When 
they finally came to a halt the car was in 
a very bad way and spectators were 
coming from as far as a mile back with 
bits of the propshaft and springs. The 
car up to then had been going perfectly 
with George lying eighth overall. The 
unfortunate crew then had to sit for five 
hours until a trailer could be got into 
the stage to cart the car away. Next on 
George’s agenda is the Castrol ’77, but 
he would like to fit an event in before 
this to make sure the car is all right after 
it has been repaired. 


@ When Gavin Waugh’s Avenger came 
to a halt in Inverliever on the Burmah 
after a mysterious misfire he just could 
not find out what the trouble was. With 
the limited tools they had, Gavin and 
Peter Handy tried to pinpoint the prob- 
lem, but eventually had to walk out of 
the stage to find the service crew. When 
they finally located the problem it was 
something that Gavin had never even 
thought about—water in the petrol. 
Unfortunately, by this time it was too: 
late to carry on so a very disappointed 
Gavin, who had had a trouble-free run 
up to then; had to pack up and go 
home. 


@ Charlie Wood was out at the week- 
end in his very tatty looking 1600 
Group 1 Avenger and even though it 
was the car’s 18th event (it has only 
failed to finish once in those events due 
to mechanical failure) he was very 
pleased with the performance he man- 
aged to coax out of it. He was, howev- 
er, another man who had a far from 
trouble free run as the oil drain plug fell 
out of the engine two miles into the 
five-mile Glencroe/Glen Mohr stage, 
SS3. He managed to do the stage and, 
at the finish, borrowed a spectator’s car 
to fetch his service crew with a new plug 
and some more Castrol oil. Miraculous- 
ly no serious damage occurred and 
Charlie went on to finish second in class 
to a very on form Chris Field. 

Although Charlie was very pleased 
with his car’s performance, he is at the 
moment looking at some possibilities 
for next year which include a change of 
make. 

Chris in his Avenger had one of his 
best events ever, scoring his first ever 
class win on an international forest 
rally. His co-driver hazarded a guess 
that it was his impending marriage at 
the end of the year that could have 
given him a new lease of life! 
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Even in bright sunshine, the Otterburn 
Ranges are foreboding. They evoke a 
mixture of fear and excitement in rally 
drivers, who find that they must work 
incredibly hard to cope with the twisty, 
tortuous ribbon of grey tarmac. Where 
Eppynt is smooth and wide, with only 
half a dozen blind brows, Otterburn is 
narrow, has at least two dozen signifi- 
cant crests and is horribly bumpy in all 
the wrong places. 

Such a challenge is hard to refuse, 
however, and when Tyneside Motor 
Sport Group offered 85 stage miles on 
Otterburn for an entry fee of £15, they 
were flooded with entries from both 
sides of the England/Scotland border. 
They were eventually granted permis- 
sion to start 130 cars, including a great 
many of the club drivers who might 
otherwise have been expected to tackle 
the Burmah. 

It was a day for drivers rather than 
for cars or tyre technology. In the end, 
the Wynns Tyneside Stages was won by 
a 1600cc car—the Oates Garage Toyota 
Corolla of Fred Henderson. Driving 
superbly all day, Henderson was chal- 
lenged. only by Willie Crawford, who 
had his Lothian Sports Cars RS1800 in 
the lead at lunch, only to retire on the 
very first afternoon stage. 

The entry list was headed, not un- 
naturally, by Malcolm Wilson in ‘old 
faithful’, his 1700cc, Peter Russek 


near Redesdale Camp, Henderson 
could not quite maintain Crawford’s 
pace; the deficit, amounting only to half 
a second per mile, left him 18 seconds 
behind at halfway. Malcolm Wilson was 
im third place, 30secs back, after going 
gently off on stage one and then finding 
that the old car wasn’t really able to 
keep up afterwards. 

The stage was set for a superb after- 
noon’s sport—all three drivers were 
within one puncture of each other, after 
all, and anything could happen. Craw- 
ford got no further than the next stage, 
however, the headgasket failing on his 
alloy BDA and facing the unfortunate 
driver with an £800 rebuild. Wilson set 
off at shattering pace, taking six sec- 
onds off everyone on the first stage. 
Then he rolled heavily on a deceptive, 
very fast K right. Running first on the 
road, Henderson knew nothing of all 
this. He arrived at the final service 
point to discover both his rivals on 
trailers and himself with a 1m 32sec 
lead over Lymburn. Suddenly, the fact 
that his gearbox was threatening to 
expire didn’t matter. 

Behind the top three, most drivers 
had to be content with their own, 
private dices. The best was between the 
two TR7s, with a fantastic effort by 
Wood to take fastest time on the very 
last stage by 12secs (on knobblies, re- 
member!) giving him the place. 


It was a good weekend for Toyota with Hannu (left) winning the Burmah and Fred 


(right) the Wynns. 


RS1600. At two was Alistair Brearley 
(Eastford Motors RS1800), followed by 
Crawford and Henderson. Willie Ruth- 
erford should have been at five, but his 
final-stage accident on the Burmah put 
paid to that and he was relegated to the 
role of spectator, his wife taking over 
his place on the entry list as co-driver 
for Ralph Lockey in the Bradley of 
Peterlee Datsun Sunny. 


At six was the ever-present Dominic 
Buckley (Esso Uniflo RS1600), fol- 
lowed by Robin Murray (Treadfast 
RS1600), Bill Lymburn (RS1600), and 
the Scottish TR7 pair of Peter Tokely 
(Croall Bryson) and Ken Wood (the 
first privateer on the list). Wood had 
come straight from the Burmah, still 
wearing M & S tyres! 


There were five actual stages laid 
out, with the first two sharing a com- 
mon route for about a mile. Lengths 
ranged from three miles up to about ten 
miles. All five were used twice—once in 
the morning, once after lunch—and the 
first stage was then run for a third time 
at the end, making 11 Stages. 


Crawford, like Henderson, using 
Dunlop A2 tyres was the first to show. 
The Edinburgh driver was fastest on all 
five morning stages. He even seemed to 
have luck on his side, when his car 
stopped for no apparent reason—on a 
road section! Despite some huge, fifth 
gear moments over the famous brows 
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Of the others, Buckley broke a half- 
shaft on stage one while Brearley had a 
recurrence of his Burmah troubles and 
broke the four-link location of his axle, 
although he managed to effect repairs 
and finish this rally. : 

The action continued literally up to 
the final Main Control, however, be- 
cause Lymburn, Brearley and John 
Heward (who had driven safely and 
quickly into an apparent fourth overall) 
clocked in early. Penalty: 100 seconds. 
Despite protests from all three and an 
appeal to the RAC by Lymburn, the 
organisers decided to go ahead with the 
results presentation. 

As dusk came to Otterburn, a whole 
host of service crews set out across the 
moors to retrieve the bent, broken cars 
of their drivers. There were only 36 
retirements, but most of them seemed 
to be parked in or on the bleak scenery! 

Wynns Tyneside Stages Rally 
Central Tyre Clubman Championship round 
August 21, 1977 
» F. Henderson/C. Wilson (Toyota Corolla TE37) 


. Mawson/D. Nicholson (Escort TC) 707; 
Wood/P. Brown (Triumph TR7) 719; 
Tokely/D. Hodges (Triumph TR7) 727; 
, W. Dobie/P. Mellor (Escort TC) 737; 

6, B. Lymburn/A. Hutchinson (RS1600) 746; 

7, A. Brearley/R. Turnbull (RS1800) 779; 8, J. 
Heward/M. Pitts (RS1600) 790; 9, M. Maddison/K. 
Young (RS1800) 791; 10, G. Young/A. N. Other 
(RS1600) 804. 

Class winners: R. Lockey/Mrs D. Rutherford (Dat- 
sun Sunny) 959; Henderson/Wilson; Wood/ Brown. 
Fastest times: Crawiord 5; Henderson 4; Wood 1. 
Rally leaders: Stages 1-5: Crawford; 6-11: Hender- 
Son. (127 starters, 91 finishers). 


1 
5! 
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Championships 
decided 


Jill Robinson and Terry Kaby must 
have been very relieved after the week- 
end as their placings on the Burmah 
Rally mean they have sewn up the 
Group 1 and Ladies sections of the 
Castrol/ AUTOSPORT Championship. 

Another person for whom it is very 
nearly over bar the shouting is Nigel 
Rockey, as only disasters on the last 
two rounds of the championship can 
rob him of overall victory. Paul Faulk- 
ner still has a mathematical chance of 
victory, but he would have to gain 
maximum points on the Castrol ’77 and 
the Wyedean with Nigel not scoring at 
all. If this happened he would end with 
a score of 202 and Nigel 200. At the 
moment Nigel can only add another six 
points to his score as he has points from 
seven rounds (the best seven out of ten 
counting) and will just be dropping his 
worst scores from now on. 

For Jill it is her second consecutive 
Huxford Liberated Lady championship 
(her third altogether) and she has done 
it in a car that, since new, has finished 
in every one of its 12 outings and taken 
the ladies section each time. 

Terry has worked hard for his Group 
1 win with a very old, tired bodyshell 
that was only replaced for the Burmah. 
As well as his new title, Terry has a new 
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Terry Kaby on the Burmah clinching 


CASTROL/AUTOSPORT 
lat CHAMPIONSHIP 


DRIVERS OVERALL 
. Nigel Rockey 
Paul Faulkner 
Geoff Simpson 
Terry Kab 
Graham Elsmore 
Malcolm Wilson 
Fred Henderson 
David Stokes 
George Hill 

10. Steve Ward 


Feb 25/26 Mintex 
Mar 26 Cheltenham 


pod 
a 


©@NOMpONMa 
| 4, =NM—MMO@ 
> NFONADO 


etc 
“Score to be dropped 


GROUP 1 DRIVERS 
. Terry Kaby 
Peter Clarke 
Steve Smith 
Charlie Wood 
Les Barrett 
Bernard Banning 
Graham Elsmore 
Chris Wathen 
John Cleary 
Rob James 
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LADY DRIVERS 
1. Jill Robinson 
2. Chrissie Ashford 
3. Rose Anne Clinton 
4. Mary Fullerton 
5. Jenny Birrell 
etc 
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the Castrol/A UTOSPORT Group 1 championship. 


job—having started working in the en- 
gine shop at Broadspeed a few weeks 
ago. 

On the co-driver scene it is a very 
similar picture. Derek Tucker and 
Monty Peters are in the same position 
as Nigel and Paul with things looking 
very much in Derek’s favour. Brian 
Rainbow cannot be beaten by anyone 
for Group 1, but Pauline Gullick could 
feasibily be beaten by Gill May, who is 
12 points behind, though this seems 
very unlikely. 
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The road to Bombay 


As competitors on the Singapore 
Airlines London to Sydney marathon 
set out from Teheran on Sunday to dis- 
appear into the desert before, hope- 
fully, reappearing at Bombay this 
morning (Thurs) it was German Achim 
Warmbold who was leading the sur- 
vivors in his Mercedes 280E. Although 
Achim is a very experienced cam- 
paigner his early lead, which was just 
over 8 mins, must in no small way be 
due to the fact that he is the only 
competitor to have completed a full 
recce of the route. 

Up to the Teheran re-start the com- 
petitors had completed five stages 
totalling only 188 kilometres but al- 
ready the casualties had started to 
mount up: the British driver of an MG 
Magenta, Philip Young, spent some 
time languishing in a Teheran prison 
after colliding with a pedestrian in Iran. 
Last reports were that he was out on 
bail and a court case to see what 
damages the unfortunate pedestrian 
was going to claim was pending. 

Aussie Les Hicks and his Swedish co- 
drivers only got as far as Athens in their 
Saab 99 as it was here that the crew had 
an almighty quarrel and the Scandina- 
vians caught the first plane home. Les 
volunteered to retire, not because he 
was made ineligible by the loss of crew 
members, but because he would have 
been thrown out if he had added any 
passengers. 

At the reclassification at Athens after 
the first three stages, which were 
Makarska in Yugoslavia and Katover- 
mion and Loutropigi (Acropolis stages) 
in Greece, it was Warmbold in the lead 
on 11m47s with Andrew Cowan’s Mer- 
cedes second on 17:45 and the Pole 
Sobieslaw Zasada third in his Porsche 
Carrera on 18:07. The rest of the top 10 
were Tony Fowkes (Mercedes 280E) 
19:20, Alfred Kling (Mercedes 280E) 


20:55, Paddy Hopkirk (Citroen 
CX2400) 22:54, Claude Laurent 
26 


(Citroen CX2400). 25:14, Herbert 
Kleint (Mercedes) 25:51, Bob Holden 
(Peugeot SO4Ti) 27:47 and Robert 
Neyret (Fiat Abarth 131 Diesel) 28:01. 

Although there are numerous stages 
along the way it seems that it is not 
compulsory for competitors to go 
through them, so anyone finding them 
too rough can go by main road, which 
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usually takes a couple of hours longer. 
It seems that the crew of car No 18, 
Andre Stuckelberger and Bernard 
Cheneviere, are going to have to miss 
out Afghanistan in their Citroen CX as 
they are ex-patriot Bulgarians living in 
Switzerland and the Afghans and Bul- 
garians do not get on. As long as they 
reach the main controls on time, how- 
ever, this detour will not matter. 

The last firm news about the rally’s 
progress was from Teheran on Sunday, 
by which time they had completed an- 
other couple of stages in Turkey, 
Kibiscik and Beytazari, and the provi- 
sional top 10 were as follows: Warm- 
bold 1h 22m 32s; Zasada 1:30:35; 
Fowkes 1:34:28; Cowan 1:34:48; Kling 
1:40:3; Hopkirk 1:43:33; Evan Green 
(Range Rover) 1:46:17; Ross Dunker- 
ton (Peugeot 504Ti) 1:47:21; Kleint 
1:47:28; Holden 1:49:54, 

Retirements up to that point included 
Vincent Wong (Mini Clubman) first 
reported as a sick engine then as a sick 
crew member; Andrew Evans (Alfa 
Romeo Alfasud), cracked cylinder 
block at Blackheath; Mike Dicken 
(Mini 1275GT) shock absorber mount- 
ings punched a hole in the bodywork; 
Robert Comley (Ford Falcon) had a 
prang just inside the Yugoslavian bor- 
der; Jacques Regis (Peugeot 504) en- 
gine went at Thessaloniki in Greece; 
Jose Araujo (Peugeot 504), Andrea 
Ferri (Fiat 131 Abarth Diesel) and 
Edgar Hermann (Escort) all disap- 
peared after Milan; Dave Bradford 
(Peugeot 504) broke his leg in a colli- 
sion with a local in Turkey just before 
the Iranian border; John Ziagos arrived 
at Teheran after everyone had left and 
Dave Orrick (Peugeot 504) and Mitsuru 
Eguchi (Volvo 164) just seem to have 
disappeared. 

The cars are due in Bombay at 11.30 
this morning (Thurs) our time and due 
out from 10.30 tonight with their next 
port of call being Madras on Saturday. 
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It was hot and dusty in Yugoslavia where Sobieslaw Zasada (above) and Paddy 


Hopkirk (below) are tackling the Makarska stage. 


Jim McRae. 


Jim’s 
new car 


If all goes well up at SMT next week 
Jim McRae should be out on the Ulster 
in a new Vauxhall Magnum. The car is 
nearing completion but progress is be- 
ing held up by lack of parts, such as 
dashboards. 

The car will be a completely new one 
built from scratch and once it is com- 
pleted Jim’s present car will be up for 
sale. The shell came from Blydenstein 
and is now in the hands of Ian Ander- 
son at SMT in Perth having the finish- 
ing touches put to it. 

Jim was hoping that he would have it 
finished for the Burmah, but now the 
Ulster is the goal and it is here he is 
hoping to sort out the newly homolo- 
gated dual circuit braking before going 
back to the forests on the Lindisfarne 
and Castrol ’77, where this system will 
be of greater advantage than on tarmac. 

The decision to build a new car rather 
than re-shell the old one was taken so 
that the present car could be sold com- 
plete and any buyer of this machine will 
get a real flyer. Although the car has 
seen considerable service—it started 
life with Coburn—it was re-shelled for 
last year’s Lindisfarne and Jim scored a 
class win on the Mintex and only an 
unfortunate road penalty robbed him of 
another win on the Burmah. 


Fiat for 
forests? 


The sight of Fiat 131s rushing round our 
forests next year becomes more of a 
possibility as time goes by as there is 
definitely a lot of interest being shown 
in rallying at least one of these by Fiat 
(UK) at Brentford. 

No firm plans have yet been made as 
PR Manager, Richard Seth-Smith, ex- 
plained that until details of the British 
Open International championship are 
announced they will not be able to 
prepare a suitable budget for the pro- 
ject. Obviously if the championship is 
to come off with a sponsor attached to it 
who will help with travelling and hotel 
expenses, there is every reason to be- 
lieve that Fiat will be contenders in the 
series, he said. 

“We are looking at the possibility of 
doing something in the UK. We might 
run a car, but we must wait to see the 
full plans before doing our sums to see 
if the project is feasible,” Richard 
explained. 

In the meantime, there is no chance 
of the Fiat 131 that the Chequered Flag 
ran being seen here again before the 
RAC as it has been repainted and is at 
the moment in Finland to be used on 
the 1000 Lakes. 
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correspondence 


Winner 


May I take an opportunity, through your col- 
umns, to thank all concerned in the AUTO- 
SPORT- Winfield Grand Prix Competition. I am 
very thrilled to have won it, and realise the 
responsibility that goes with receiving such a 
desirable prize. 

To have chosen the six tasks as the experts 
would have carried them out is a reward in 
itself, and to use my years of support to motor 
racing and the knowledge that goes with it to 
such effect was very gratifying. 

I look forward to meeting my fellow winners 
and Mike Knight at Goodwood in the near 
future. 


SOUTHAMPTON, HANTS GRAHAM JONES 


Loser 


While not being at all connected with race team 
organisation, I feel I must take issue with the 
panel’s decision in the AUTOSPORT-Winfield 
Grand Prix Competition. 

First, we must bear in mind the problem as 
set. However unlikely it might be for Gordon 
Murray to produce a nose with ‘a few hundred 
revs’ advantage, that was the case given, and 
ranking this point fifth, with its possibility of 
being precluded, must be questionable. Al- 
though the importance of Goodyear producing 
what may be sticky qualifiers is obvious, given 
their present policy, it is likely that other teams 
will have the same choice. Thus the BT45Bs 
new nose is, potentially, the best tweak not 
available to other teams. Your own comments 
bear this out. 

If these two modifications had produced any 
significant benefit, John Watson would be go- 
ing faster, especially through Silverstone’s fast 
fourth-gear corners, and therefore would very 
possibly benefit from a revised fourth gear. The 
test I would have thought could have been 
carried out in pre-official practice testing is full 
tank handling, rather than leaving it until this 
late stage. 

I missed the point on checking tyre wear, 
assuming that any tyre to give practice advan- 
tage would be a soft compound and therefore 
no use for the race. This is the most likely, 
however. 

Hence my entry was D-A-H-G-C-B, which 
you may consider gave the optimum chance of 
making ‘sure that his front-row starting posi- 
tion, at least, is secure,’ which was the set 
problem. 

Anyway, I hope you enjoy considering these 
points as much as I enjoyed entering the 
competition, because that’s how the letter is 
intended. You could offer a prize for the next 
thing to prevent Watson’s second Grand 
Epreuve win, with a good chance of the prize 
remaining unwon! I think it could come from 
Pennsylvania. ... 


HULL, YORKS CLIVE GODBER 


Well done 


Let me be one of the many fans to congratulate 
Alan Jones and the Shadow team on a splendid 
performance in Austria, made all the more 
satisfying after witnessing Alan’s performance 
both on and off the track at Silverstone. 

During the British Grand Prix practice days, 
the Shadow team took the trouble of setting up 
a small camp in the paddock area, where Alan, 
along with Riccardo Patrese, were starring in a 
‘getting to know you’ act, generally chatting 
with fans, signing programmes, and posing with 
the kids while Mum and Dad clicked away with 
their cameras. I had the honour of wishing him 
good luck on the day, and the ‘them and us’ tag, 
so often associated with some of the drivers and 
teams, was blatantly non-existent. 

What a nice bloke he is, completely unaffect- 
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ed, with a ready smile for everybody and 
obvious professional calm. This sort of stuff can 
only do F1 a power of good, a first-class PR set- 
up that other teams might do well to follow! 
Well done, Shadow, and well done Alan 
Jones. Your patience and determination have 
brought their just rewards. We can take this 
kind of Pommie-bashing any time! 
BIRMINGHAM ALF ASHTON 


Too stiff 


Having read in Pit & Paddock about the pro- 
posed new international licensing system, I 
must write to say that although some system to 
prevent novices entering major races must be 
found, this would appear far too stiff. 

I would suggest that many of our present 
Grand Prix stars would never have qualified 
under the new system. Also, the chances of 
many British-based F3 drivers qualifying for 
Group B by finishing in the first five of five 
international F3 races must be slim. 

Within a few years, there must surely be a 
shortage of drivers eligible to race in F1. 
SILEBY RICHARD HooD 


G8 problem 


I think that the FIA has made a mistake with 
the proposed gradings for licences in 1978—that 
is, if I understand them properly. 

As I understand it, a driver will not be able to 
race in Formula 5000 unless he has finished in 
the first five, in five Formula 3 events, or 
similar. 

If the ShellSport Group 8 championship 
counted as F5000 this would create difficulties. 
For example, both Val Musetti and Divina 
Galica would not have been regarded as suffi- 
ciently qualified to drive in F5000 if these 
regulations had been in force two years ago. 

It means that any driver who wants to race a 
very fast single-seater, more for enjoyment 
than for hopes of being World Champion, will 
have to spend £25,000 in order to try to gain 
five top-five places in Formula 3, before he gets 
an Fi, F5000 or F2 car and races in the G8 
championship. 

There is no way that competitors should be 
restricted from racing in the ShellSport cham- 
pionship. It does not have that many runners at 
the moment, and to implement such regulations 
would mean that half the drivers racing in the 
championship at the moment would not be 
eligible next year. 

No driver would be able to plan his own 
career the way he wants to. He would have to 
do FF1600/2000, F3, F2, and then Formula 1. If 
he gets there, all well and good, but it’s a bit 
boring, isn’t it? 

My ambitions only really run as far as racing 
an Fl car in G8, and I don’t really want to get 
involved in a rat-race of a formula where a 
driver would rather knock you off than let you 
pass him, just so that I can do that. 

I agree with making restrictions for F2 and 
F1, but not for the ShellSport championship. It 
should be regarded as Basic International any- 
way, and not Improved International, as there 
is no way that F2 and G8 can be classed 
together, the overall competitive standard of 
each being vastly different. 

SANDBACH, CHESHIRE DAVID WINSTANLEY 


Help by post 


The most beneficial tools for a scientist explor- 
ing uncharted regions are good ideas. The 
correspondence which you have forwarded to 
me since Doug Nye’s Tyrrell Research article 
appeared last March have been very valuable in 
this regard. A word of appreciation to your 
readers—especially those whom I have not yet 
had a chance to answer. 
WOKING, SURREY. KARL KEMPF, 
Tyrrell Racing Organisation Ltd 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opinions 


Inevitable target 


The trouble with being at the top of the pile is 
that you are the clearest target of all for snipers. 
Scarcely have we hidden our blushes after such 
a well-known personage as J. Hunt, Esq, has 
eulogised over British marshals being the best 
in the world, than the world and his wife feel 
constrained to level every kind of nit-picking 
criticism at a band of people who, if they are 
not professional by pay, are very skilled by 
training. And, dare I say it, such spectator 
‘experts,’ unless they are prepared to put their 
leisure-time where their mouths are and them- 
selves train to become marshals, will, inevita- 
bly, remain amateurs. 

I do not wish to imply that marshals are in 
some way convinced that they are paranormal 
or extra heroic—far from it. It is the very fact 
that marshals are ordinary people drawn from 


: all walks of life that makes the demand of an 


‘incident’ at a race meeting so special: it is 
rather like finding yourself in the middle of a 
skid after the first snowfall of winter. You trust 
that all the training and theorising you have 
been through will show itself in your split- 
second instinctive reaction to the demands of 
the situation. On 99.9 per cent of occasions, 
marshals execute their duties totally correctly, 
and rarely have I seen any marshal do it totally 
incorrectly (save perhaps the chap who tried to 
push a Formula Ford 2000 off the track by 
grabbing hold of the exhaust pipe). 

When running to deal with an incident, with 
adrenalin zapping round his body like an elec- 
tric hare at a greyhound track, a marshal is only 
concerned to do his best within the powers of 
his training, experience and enthusiasm. He 
cannot do more. Anything else is in the hands 
of other people; as the marshal said, who was 
interviewed by a reporter and asked to frame a 
message from marshals to the drivers, ‘“‘Stop 
having so many bleedin’ accidents!” 

By the time you read this, I shall be in 
Holland, prior to marshalling at the Dutch 
Grand Prix, and I suppose that during the 
following week a certain Joanaar Neamekins or 
a Trudi van der Rowland will write to one of the 
Dutch motor sporting nationals and criticise a 
certain British marshal for picking his nose at 
14.37 during Saturday practice, and thus not 
giving his entire attention to the motor sport in 
progress. I suppose I shall have to resign myself 
to that inevitable fate. 
HATFIELD, HERTS PHIL MORSE, 
Herts County Ak&AC 


Then as now? 


Twenty-five years ago this week (August 
22, 1952), AUTOSPORT celebrated its sec- 
ond birthday and was established as the 
only weekly magazine devoted entirely to 
motor sporting matters. There was a ru- 
mour that Hans Stuck would drive a Fer- 
rari at Monza, and a report of Alberto 
Ascari’s World Championship-clinching 
victory at the Dutch GP. An interesting 
feature of the magazine was the seven-page 
report of the BARC’s nine-hour race at 
Goodwood, resulting in a popular win for 
Peter Collins and Pat Griffith. Driving a 
2.6-litre DB3 Aston Martin, they complet- 
ed 283 laps of the Sussex circuit to finish 
two laps up on the Ferrari of Tom 
Cole/Graham Whitehead. A nasty incident 
in the pits saw the Aston Martin of Reg 
Parnell and Eric Thompson catch fire; 
although neither of the drivers was injured, 
team manager John Wyer and two me- 
chanics were burned, and John Bolster, 
doing an on-the-spot broadcast, had his 
hair singed! 
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VANDERVELL CHAMPIONSHIP 
SILVERSTONE 


Great F3 package 
in the Midlands 


Anyone who fancies spending the August 
Bank Holiday in the Midlands would be 
well advised to include Donington Park and 
Silverstone in their itinerary. The British 
Racing Drivers Club are organising two 
excellent Formula 3 race meetings, Doning- 
ton’s on Friday and Saturday featuring a 
round of the European F3 Championship, 
and Silverstone’s Monday meeting a non- 
European championship race with just 
about the same entry. 


Brazilian Nelson Piquet, winner of the last European F3 round at Kassel-Calden 
comes to both Donington and Silverstone this weekend. 
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Top drivers from at least 16 nations are entered 
for these two events, the BRDC’s package 
‘weekend encouraging many of the visiting for- 
eigners to stay over for the non-championship 
event instead of tearing straight back to the 
continent for some of their own championship 
rounds. 

European Championship leader Piercarlo 
Ghinzani heads the entry for the two heats and 
a final at Donington, a somewhat unexpected 
visitor with his March 773. Ghinzani, however, 
owns his March unlike some of the other drivers 


EUROPEAN FORMULA 3 


Piercarlo Ghinzani 
Anders Olofson 
Beppe Gabbiani 
Nelson Piquet 
Piero Necchi 
Elio de Angelis 
Oscar Pedersoli 
John Nielsen 
David Kenned: 
Bertram Schafer 
Derek Daly 
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piety August 26 
Practice 


09.00-10.00 
10.10-11.10 
11.20-11.50 
12.00-12.25 
12.35-13.00 


14,00-15.00 
15.10-16.10 
16.20-16.50 
17.00-17.15 
17.25-17.40 
17.50-18.05 


Saturday, August 27 
Practl 


ice 
09.00-09.15 
09.25-09.40 
09.50-10.05 


Race programme 
10.30 


Monday, August 29 
Practice 


09.00—-09.15 
09.25—09.40 
09.50—10.20 
10.30—11.00 
11,10—11.40 
11.50—12.10 
12.20—12.35 
12.45—13.00 


Race programme 
14.00 


Formula Su 
Formula 3 


CHAMPIONSHIP 3 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race—Heat 1 
Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race—Heat2 
Vandervell international Formula 3 Qualifying Race 
Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports Race 
WestZone International Formula Super Vee Race.. 
Silverstone Production Sports Car Race 
Vandervell international Formula3 

Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car Race .. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race— 


from the troubled AFMP Euroracing camp, 
and feels safe to come. He has not scored in any 
of the past three championship rounds and his 
series-leading score of 50 is derived from early 
season points, including wins at the Nurburgr- 
ing, Zolder and Imola. 

His nearest rival, Anders Olofsson (Ralt), is 
already familiar to British crowds, having won 
the Vandervell F3 race at the Silverstone Grand 
Prix meeting after the battling British pair 
Derek Daly (Chevron) and Stephen South 
(March) had put themselves out of the running. 
Olofsson won the last but one round at Knuts- 
drop and he, too, has three wins to his credit, 
the others at Zandvoort and the Osterreichring. 
Full details of the current championship posi- 
tion can be found below, but also with wins to 
their credit are third-place man Beppe Gab- 
biani, who took the European F3 circus totally 
by surprise with a win in the opening round at 
Ricard, Nelson Piquet (Ralt) who is very much 
on form with a win in the last round at Kassel- 
Calden, Elio de Angelis (Ralt), Oscar Pedersoli 
(Ralt) and Derek Daly. 

Daly’s form has been improving all season as 
he accustomed himself to the Chevron B38 into 
which he had leapt direct from Formula Ford. 
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Jul 24 Crolx-en-Ternols 


Aug 7 Knutsdorp 
Aug 21 Kassel-Caiden 


| +l woos Mar20 Ricard 
| 41 | oo Mar27 Norburgring 


| | | +o Apr11 Zandvoort 


lol || © Apr24 Zolder 
w|»| oo May8 Osterreichring 
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DONINGTON 


TIMETABLE 


Formula 3 Cars—Heat 1 

Formula 3 Cars—Heat 2 

Formula Super Vee Cars 

Formula Ford 2000 Cars—Odd Numbers 
Formula Ford 2000 Cars—Even Numbers 
Lunch Break 

Formula 3 Cars—Heat 1 

Formula 3 Cars—Heat 2 

Formula Super Vee Cars 

Formula Ford Cars—Heat 1 

Formula Ford Cars—Heat 2 

Formula Ford Cars—Heat 3 


Special Saloon Cars 
Clubmans Sports Cars—Class A 
Clubmans Sports Cars—Class B 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race—Heat 1 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race—Heat2.. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race—Heat3 

Lord's Taverners Formula Ford 2000 Qualifying Race .... 
Vandervell European Championship Formula3 Race—Heat 
Vandervell European Championship Formula3 Race—Heat 
Lunch Break 

West Zone International Formula Super Vee Race 

Hitachi Special Saloon Car Race 

Lord's Taverners Formula Ford 2000 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports Race A 

Vanderveli Europea: 
Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports Race B... 
Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Race—Final 


in Championship Formula3 Race—Final... 


SILVERSTONE 


TIMETABLE 


Formula Ford Cars—Heat 1 
Formula Ford Cars—Heat 2 
r Vee Cars 
‘ars—Odd Nos. 
Formula 3 Cars—Even Nos. 
Clubmans Sports Cars 
Production Sports Cars 

Special Saloon Cars 


itn 
..(10laps 
..(10laps 
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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 1 9 
3 DONINGTON PARK 
continued 


After his win in the Knutsdorp championship 
round the first weekend of August, he travelled 
over to the Osterreichring and won the support- 
ing non-championship event at the Austrian GP 
meeting—an auspicious occasion on which to 
win a race. 


The visiting Europeans, however, are likely 
to find—as they did at the Silverstone GP 
meeting—that the British-based F3 regulars can 
be just as competitive. The leading contenders 
include Eje Elgh and his works Chevron team- 
mate Thorkild Thyrring—the ‘twins’ who have 
gone particularly well in the past at Doning- 
ton—Geoff Brabham (Ralt), James King 
(March) and the two Unipart Marches of Tiff 
Needell and Ian Taylor. 


The Donington meeting, timetabled else- 
where in this preview, starts on Friday evening 
and the F3 racing on Saturday will consist of 
two heats and a final, the feature races of an 
excellent programme which also includes three 
heats and a final for the Brush Fusegear FF1600 
Championship, two Formula Ford 2000 events, 
a round of the West Zone International 
Formula SuperVee series, two Tricentrol club- 
mans races and a special saloon event. That 
totals 13 races in one day which has to be good 
value for money in anyone’s book. 


After a brief respite on Sunday, during which 
time the noné-too-difficult journey over to 
Silverstone can be completed, Monday’s race 
meeting starts at 2pm. A few less events here— 
only nine!—with two F3 events, one for the 
fastest qualifiers and the second for Vandervell 
Championship points. Supporting these will be 
two more heats and a final for the Brush 
Fusegear FF points-chasers, a Tricentrol club- 
mans round, a further European SuperVee 
event and rounds of the Silverstone prodsports 
and Esso Uniflo’ special saloon car 
championships. o 


DONINGTON 
ENTRY LIST 


Derek Daly 

Chris Farrell .. 
Patrick Gaillard. 
John Nielsen 
Geoffrey Brabham. 
Don Farthing 
Stephen South... 
Brett Riley .. 
MarioFerra 

Tiff Needell. 


AryonCornelsen-Filho .. 
Nils-Ake Carlborg.. 
Nelson Piquet.... 
ArminConrad 


Jan Ridell... 
Ken Silverst 
lanAshiey .. 
Ole Vejlund 
GeoffLees . 


Phil Silverston 
Mario Pati 

Les Duncan 
James King 

lan Taylor... 
Wyatt Stanley. 
JanLammers. 
Richard Morgan . 
Nigel Mansell . 
Rad Dougall... 
Fernando Jorge.. 
Giordano Regaz: 
John Stokes... 
Luis Canoman 
Hakan Airiksson. 
Reudi avon " 
Beppe Gabbiani . 
Slim Bor. 

Anders 


ig 
Elio de Angelis 
Alan Smith. 


SABRINA SENGE 


Above: John Nielsen, the Dane who created such an impression at Silverstone on March 6, is back this weekend as 
is (below) Jan Lammers who displays an interesting co-ordination of helmet and bodywork livery with the works 


Hawke. 
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HASSELAGER 


Lola T570 


..Chevron B38 
. Argo JM1 
.Ralt RT1 

. March 763 


Argo JM1 

March 753 

March 773 
ola T570 
alt RT1 


«Chevron B38 
.. March 773 


"Chevron B38 


Chevron B38 
..Chevron B38 


“.March 753 
.. Chevron B38 


This week's 
centre spread 


The name of Shadow seems such an established 
part of modern Grand Prix racing that it is easy 
to forget that the company’s F1 involvement 
began only in 1973. 


Prior to that, of course, Shadow had become 
a familiar part of the motor racing scene in the 
USA, especially in CanAm racing, where the 
tiny car, driven by people like George Follmer 
and Vic Elford, created a sensation when it first 
appeared. Towards the end of 1972, however, it 
became known that Don Nichols had his sights 
on Grand Prix racing. Tony Southgate had left 
BRM to join the new team as Chief Designer, 
and the two cars were to be driven by George 
Follmer and Jackie Oliver. 


' Before the season got underway, there were 
further headlines for Shadow when the late 
Graham Hill, then about to embark on his first 
privateer F1 season, announced that he intend- 
ed to run a Shadow. Unfortunately Graham 
achieved very little success with his car, but the 
two works cars made a remarkably good show- 
ing for a brand new team. Follmer, at 39 a F1 
rookie (!), was particularly impressive during 
the first half of the year, his best placing being 
third at Montjuich behind Fittipaldi’s Lotus and 
Cevert’s Tyrrell. Later in the year, Oliver 
finished a good third at Mosport Park, after 
leading some of the way. 


At the end of the year, Oliver decided to 
stand down from the F1 team, and Follmer 
returned to the States for good. For 1974, Peter 
Revson was signed to lead the team, and Jean- 
Pierre Jarier joined as number two. There was a 
new car, too, the DN3, which replaced the 
DN1. 


After very promising performances with the 
new car in South America, Peter Revson lost 
his life during testing at Kyalami. It was an 
immense blow to the team, the American’s 
enthusiasm and talent being very hard to re- 
place. However, Brian Redman was persuaded 
to return to Grand Prix racing and he partnered 
Jarier at Jarama, Nivelles and Monte Carlo. 
After this, however, Brian decided to quit F1 
for good, and Shadow once more had to find 
themselves a driver. There was, at this time, a 
young man with apparently boundless talent 
who lacked a decent drive, and Don Nichols 
lost no time in signing him. Tom Pryce. 


From that day, Tom’s name became synony- 
mous with Shadow. In the course of almost 
three years with the team, he was always there, 
always giving everything he had, never dis- 
heartened when times were hard, when things 
went wrong. Nichols had given him a break 
when he most needed it, and he never forgot it, 
his loyalty to his team a most unfashionable 
thing in these times. Tragically, Tom never won 
a Grand Prix for Shadow, however much his 
talent may have warranted it. He did, however, 
win the 1975 Race of Champions at the wheel of 
a DNS, one of the most popular wins ever at 
Brands Hatch. His death earlier this year—like 
Revson’s, at Kyalami—was as cruel as it was 
bizarre. Once more, Nichols and his men had to 
set about the grim task of rebuilding the team. 
Alan Jones was chosen as number one driver, 
and recently Riccardo Patrese replaced Renzo 
Zorzi in the team’s other car. 

The Villiger tobacco company has been asso- 
ciated with Shadow for some time, choosing 
Grand Prix racing as a suitable medium of 
publicising their Tabatip cigars. Alan Jones’s 
superb win in the Austrian Grand Prix must 
have delighted them, as indeed it did everyone 
in racing. Shadow have waited a very long time 
for their first Grand Prix victory, enduring a 
great deal of hard luck and grief along the way. 
Don Nichols, Jackie Oliver, Alan Rees, Tony 
Southgate, all were in the outfit when it got 
started and all are still there, their patience and 
efforts finally rewarded. | 
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Ring of 


memories 


BOB CONSTANDUROS reports from Nurburgring’s nostalgic 50th anni- 


versary race meeting 


They called the Eifel Mountain the poor 
land of Prussia 50 years ago: that’s why 
they decided to build a racing circuit there. 
It was centred on a town called Nurburg 
and ran for 14 miles around the surround- 
ing hills and valleys. It was built in 1927 to 
provide work for the community and has 
done so ever since. Although the first ever 
meeting was held in June, it seemed apt 
that the historic meeting a fortnight ago 
should be the one at which the Nurburg- 
ring’s 50th birthday should be celebrated. 
This meeting has been run for the past five 
years, and each year 10-15,000 people have 
turned up to watch but, with marked 
Mercedes involvement and the attraction of 
past heroes such as Juan-Manuel Fangio, 
Stirling Moss, Karl Kling and Hans Herr- 
man, about 35,000 people came to the 
Nurburgring’s birthday party. Appropri- 
ately, the weather varied from the dreadful 
thunderstorms and pouring rain to little 
bursts of hot sun, typical Eifel weather. 
When it was all over however, there was no 
doubt that it had been a great weekend. 


For many, it was simply the sight of Fangio driving 
both a Mercedes-Benz 300SLR and a W196 that 
made the weekend. He’d done a few laps in the 
300SLR with various passengers before he drove the 
W196 and, gradually, he drove quicker and quicker. 
The brown helmet, so familiar in the past, topped his 
still recognisable tanned features, and the shirtsleeves 
were flapping in the breeze as usual. Then through 
the south turn, the car flicked slightly, and suddenly 
his bare arms were whirring, correcting the slightest 
imperfection of his racing line, and it was as though 
we’d gone back 22 years instantly. Applause filled the 
circuit as he lapped, chased all the way by Stirling 
Moss in the SLR, whose press-on driving had initially 
pushed Fangio into going quicker. 

Mercedes’s involvement with the historic meeting 
this year at the Ring may have been more than met 
the eye, and even that was immense. They brought 
along cars from all eras: the W196 which both Fangio 
and Kling drove (the latter in two races), the Grand 
Prix Wagen from 1914, the famous Tripoli car which 
gave Hermann Lang his hat-trick at that race in 
1939—the W165 which took only eight months to 
build and won its first race; there was the massive 5.6- 
litre W125 which gave Rudolf Caracciola his second 
European title in 1937 and, of course, the 300SLR, 
the famous model that Moss and Denis Jenkinson 
took to their memorable win in the Mille Miglia. 
They and other Mercedes were demonstrated both on 
Saturday and Sunday by various drivers, much to the 
crowd’s delight. For the privilege, it was rumoured 


that Mercedes had actually put up £40,000 for the 
meeting... 

But if they did put up that amount, then they got 
their money’s worth. They had organised a 300SL 
rally which finished at the ’Ring, and a parade of 
these cars made a magnificent show. Their final effort 
was to enter both the SLR and the W196 in two races. 
This was no mean demonstration run. First they went 
to the British GP to see if the Maserati 250Fs would 
be fast enough to beat them. Then they hired the 
Nurburgring for two days earlier in the week for 
dtivers Hermann and Kling to test the cars. In the 
end, only Kling raced the W196. But what a show it 
put on, the fabulous raucous engine noise stirring the 
blood of those who had seen it in its heyday, and the 
imagination of those who hadn’t. Despite the preva- 
lent attitude that ‘we must win’, they didn’t but still 

ut on a fine show. 

From Alfa Romeo came more memorable cars in 
what was meant to be a demonstration of cars driven 
by Tazio Nuvolari. Among the cars in the parade 
were a P2, Alain de Cadenet’s P3 and a Targa Florio. 
Alfa Romeo themselves had brought up a collection 
of cars from Italy, but their own cars were never 
raced. 

The races themselves were divided up into nine car 
events (all for cars built before 1960), the 300SL 
event and two motorcycle events. Entrants came 
from all over Germany, France, Switzerland, Hol- 
land, Italy, Belgium and a staggering 50 competitors 
from England. The events were all held over ten laps 
except the Sunday afternoon race for the fastest cars 
which was over 15 laps. All races were in two heats, 
some on Saturday and on Sunday, and the final 
results were calculated on aggregate. As previously 
mentioned, Saturday was absolutely soaking, thun- 
derstorms orbiting the Eifel area and soaking com- 
petitors, cars and the circuit, but Sunday was warmer 
and dry, although not consistently sunny. Good 
changeable Nurburgring weather. 


The races 


Event 1 was for a remarkable mixture of MGs, 
Messerschmidt-Tigers and vintage and classic cars up 
to 1100cc. The Messerschmidts were of the four 
wheel variety, and the sight of these cars in four 
wheel drifts, or opposite locking has to be seen to be 
believed. 1954 MG TFs dominated both events but 
Dr Lohrer’s pretty little 1930 DKW put up a strong 
challenge finishing third overall while the Messersch- 
midt division was won by Britain’s Roger Adams who 


Facing page, top left: Kling (W196) leads Drake (Lister-Jaguar) and Stewart (HWM). Top right: Wolfgang Noeckel’s Lotus 17 leads Mike Ostroumoffs Lola Mk1 and the 
rest. Right: Alain de Cadenet’s Alfa-Romeo P3 and Chris Mann’s Monza. Below: Chris Stewart (HWM-Jaguar) leads Peter Groh (Aston Martin DB2/4), Simon Phillips 
(Cooper-Bristol) and the Maserati 250Fs of Patrick Lindsay and David Llewellyn under the shadow of the Adenau Castle. 
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beat all the German opposition with some enthusias- 
tic driving. 

Grand Touring cars up to 1100cc and up to 1300cce 
contested event 2, gaggles of Alfa Romeos mixed 
with a good selection of machinery such as the 
victorious Lotus Elite of Heinz Schreimber. Dr 
Gunter Turk’s British based Elite finished an eventu- 
al second ahead of a long list of Alfas, Turk having a 
fine battle in the first heat with those he eventually 
vanquished. 

The third race was for GT cars from 1300cc to 
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Above: Neil Corner dominated two races with his BRM. Below: Juan Manuel Fangio drove the works Mercedes 
W196. Bottom: Stirling Moss was reunited with the Mercedes 300SLR with which he won the Mille Miglia. 


1600cc and 1600cc to 2500cc. Sadly, one of the 
English-entered Morgans, that of Andrew Garlick, 
contacted a Dutch-entered Morgan under braking for 
the North Curve and badly damaged both cars, 
Garlick being taken to hospital with concussion. 
MacDonald, another British driver, upheld Morgan 
honour to win the first race after the fastest Porsche 
left the track on the first lap. However, Porsches 
reigned supreme in the second run when the Mor- 
gan’s engine wouldn’t pull cleanly, but MacDonald 
still won his class overall. 

Event four was for the over 2500cc GT cars with a 
selection of Ferrari 250GT, Mercedes 300SL and 
Aston Martin models, but two Dutch-entered Fer- 
raris completely dominated both races, although one 
had a spin in the second which decided the final 
result. Richard Bond took over a Tour de France 
Ferrari borrowed from Dan Margulies, but found it 
no match for the two beautifully prepared GTs, 
especially as it was on road tyres. 

Race five was for vintage and classic up to 1100cc 
with a large number of BMW 328s. While BMW’s 
Kalli Huffstadt dominated the first race in the 328 
Mille Miglia version that BMW bought from Michael 
Bowler, he found stronger opposition in the second 
race from Anthony Blight’s 1934 Talbot 105. Howev- 
er, Huffstadt was the final winner. Dick Smith had 
led the vintage class in his Frazer Nash in the first 
heat, but was pushed back to third by a couple of 
Bugattis in race two. 

The Lolas of Rupert Glydon and Michael Ostrou- 
moff were the cars to beat in the up to 2500cc sports 
car event, and it took the experienced Jurgen Barth 
driving a privately entered Porsche RS61 to get 
anywhere near them. While Barth couldn’t get near 
Glydon in the first heat, he had a very entertaining 
duel with Ostroumoff which the latter just won 
thanks to a back marker; in race two, Barth settled 
for a firm second place behind Glydon which gave 
overall victory to Glydon and second to the German. 
Ostroumoff was third overall. 

One might not expect a Morgan three-wheeler to 
beat a Formula Junior car, but that’s just what 
happened in their combined race. Bill Tuer’s little 
1932 1.1 Morgan-Jap became the darling of the 
crowd, beating Frenchman Claude Berthon’s ugly 
DB Monomil by 0.6sec in a very exciting first race, 
and doing it properly in the second, taking overall 
victory by 8.1secs. After another of the utilitarian 
Monomils came Ken Moore’s 1959 Gemini 11 in front 
of Stuart Harper in another of the rapid Morgans. 
The sight of Tuer’s three-wheeler opposite-locking 
under power is one that has to be seen to be believed. 

Apart from a Bugatti from Germany, the pre-war 
racing car event was totally British. Peter Mann won 
both events in his ERA, after a fine dice with Patrick 
Marsh’s similar car in the first; in the second event, 
however, Marsh knocked off the ignition switch with 
his knee which dropped him to an eventual sixth. 
Mann had his own incidents though, spinning at the 
North Curve, which let Dan Margulies into first place 
in his 1.5 Maserati 4CL. However, Mann recovered 
from his spin and retook Margulies before the finish, 
to take his second win and overall honours. Margu- 
lies, with a third in the first event and second in the 
second race, took second on aggregate. Alain de 
Cadenet’s driving in his Alfa Romeo P3 was surely 
one of the sights of the race, seemingly trying a 
different tyre squealing line for fun on every lap. He 
finished third overall. 

The big race; as it were, was for post-war sports 
and racing cars over 2500cc, and apart from the 
Mercedes W196 (entered by Daimler Benz AG), it 
was largely English dominated. Neil Corner brought 
over his BRM which he raced at the British GP and 
really dominated the first race. The Lister-Jaguars of 
David Ham and Bert Young diced for second some 
way back. After a very good battle in the second race, 
Charles Lucas in Neil Corner’s 250F won by just 
0.7sec from Young with Ham another 0.7sec behind. 
Kling had his hands full in both races, first of all with 
Lucas and Chris Drake’s Lister Jaguar, and in the 
second, Drake again mixed it with the Mercedes. 
Kling really put on a fine show and was rewarded with 
second in class to Lucas. 

The penultimate race of the day, for the fastest cars 
throughout the meeting, was again dominated by Neil 
Corner in the BRM, but this time from the back of 
the grid, as he hadn’t been able to repair the clutch 
which gave up in the main race. He stormed through 
from the back row of the grid to be leading by the 
third lap, and thereafter pulled away. Ham, Drake 
and Young were dicing for second, but Drake’s 
brakes faded and, in a spin at the South Curve, 
Young had to take avoiding action which dropped 
him down the order. However, he climbed back well 
to third place behind Corner and Ham. Rather setting 
the style of the meeting, the majority of the competi- 
tive drivers were English, with Jurgen Barth the first 
foreigner. 

The Nurburgring’s 50th birthday ended with the 
usual prize giving and a leisurely drive home for many 
of the competitors. As usual, many of them drove 
home in their race cars. An aristocratic weekend for a 
circuit of great stature. 
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by John Bolster, 


Every year, the bodies of cars become more 
compact and not a square inch of space is 
wasted. Engines are mounted sideways, so 
that bonnets can be shortened, and new 
suspension designs are evolved, to avoid 
encroaching on the luggage boot. The trend 
is for each new car to give more space to the 
passengers, less and less to the mechanism. 
The odd man out in this generalisation is the 
spare tyre. The tyres of racing cars have be- 
come so wide that they could not possibly be 
applied to any practical road-going car, but they 
have started a fashion for wider tyres. The 
average owner never uses half the cornering 
power of his tyes, but if there is an option for 
wider ones he will spend his last penny on 
having them. He is indifferent to the slight 
reduction in maximum speed and increase in 
fuel consumption that this extra rubber brings 
about, and we must accept the fact that if 
fashion decrees broader treads the manufactur- 
er must fit them if he wants to stay in business. 

As a result, the spare tyre is apt to steal a lot 
of space that the designer can ill spare and he 
longs to leave the thing behind. One solution— 
if solution it be—is to carry a minature spare 
wheel with a deflated tyre and some means, 
such as a small electric pump or a gas cylinder, 
of inflating it. Such a tyre gives very peculiar 
handling characteristics and it will probably 
explode if the driver forgets to moderate his 
speed. However, it will carry him slowly home 
or to a garage, where he can have his punctured 
tyre repaired, although as the wheel he took off 
won’t go into the hole vacated by the spare, 
there is probably nowhere he can carry it. 

The short, sharp comment on this type of 
spare is that it is utterly and totally illegal, at 
least in this country. The law is very strict on 
the use of two similar tyres on each axle and a 
man seen struggling home on something that 
looks like a bicycle wheel will get precious little 
sympathy from you-know-whom. 

From bitter experience, too, I can say that a 
tyre which has deflated at really high speed is 
usually ruined before the car comes to a stand- 
still. It can’t be repaired and as it is nearly 
always just the size that the garage haven’t got, 
you are condemned to complete your journey 
on the bike tyre—if it lasts. Although some 
important Continental high-performance cars 
are equipped with this type of spare, it is 
unlikely that it will ever be legal to use it here, 
and with good reason. 

Another approach to the problem is the run- 
flat tyre, which I shall deal with briefly as I have 
mentioned it previously in these columns. For a 
shopping car it is admirable and a great conve- 
nience. It has no place among the equipment of 
the high-performance car that is used for long- 
distance business trips. The restricted speed 
after puncturing, and the limited mileage be- 
fore repair is advisable, preclude its use by the 
man with appointments to keep. Even if it 
would allow 100mph cruising and 1000 miles 
before repair, I would still want to carry a 
spare, because a tyre can so easily be irrepara- 
bly damaged. Restricted to 5Omph and 100 
miles, it’s not on. 

It may seem a defeatist philsophy, but I do 
not think that the spare wheel will ever be 
redundant. The tyre is the part of the car that is 
in contact with the road, and we can never be 
sure that it will not strike something that will 
wound it mortally. A lump of steel falls off a 
lorry on the motorway (yes, I’ve had that one), 
dazzling lights cause one to strike the kerb, 
boys pinch the lanterns that should give warn- 
ing that yet another hole has been dug in the 
road—I could go on giving instances until 
breakfast time. Any of these things will not only 
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damage the tyre but probably wreck the rim as 
well. There is no reason to imagine that such 
hazards will grow less in the future and the 
modern car must be equipped to combat them. 
It is not just the tyre but the wheel as well that 
needs replacing, yet the man who carries a 
spare can be on the road again in as few 
minutes, and reach the dinner while they are 
still sipping the first aperitif. 

My conclusion, therefore, is that whether or 
not we have run-flat tyres, we still need a spare. 
The tyre, on its wheel, is the part of the car 
which is in contact with the earth’s surface, and 
that may at any moment present some hazard 
that no rubber can overcome. It will always be 
so, for cars would need to run on rails to be 
immune from such damage and the tyre will 
always be expendable. 

Let us shed a tear for the artists who design 
car bodies, for their delectable creations must 
be expanded to make room for a spare wheel 
and tyre. While they are about it they had 
better arrange a simple lifting device, such as 
many commercial vehicles have, to raise the 
spare into its niche and hold it securely. 

It seems curious that, for ease of wheel 
changing, the cars of today are far behind many, 


The construction of the Rolls-Royce hub and the 
Dunlop-type centre-locking wire wheel. It could be 
changed in a few minutes without soiling the hands. 


of those of 40 and more years ago. In perfor- 
mance, roadholding, and ride, not to mention 
heating and ventilation, they easily surpass 
their ancestors. Yet the manufacturers insult us 
by offering us wheels that are held on by lots of 
ghastly little nuts, which fall in the dirt when 
you take them off and probably roll down a 
drain. In the 1930s only very cheap cars had 
such a method of wheel fixing and all proper 
cars had centre-locking wheels. 

Any sports car worth its salt had knock-on- 
hub caps to secure its wire-spoked wheels. So 
did racing cars, for it was in Grand Prix racing 
that the practice of hammering on eared caps 
was evolved. The first Rudge-Whitworth wire 
wheels had their caps secured by a free-wheel 
ratchet, but is was found, about 1912, that the 
ratchet was unnecessary and the caps were self- 
tightening, as long as they did up by turning in 
the opposite direction to the wheel. I believe 
that the idea of putting ears on the screwed cap, 
to be walloped with a copper clouter, was the 
brain-child of Georges Boillot, but the system 
has survived to this day, with a splined hub and 
cones to locate the wheel. 

The hubs on the left side of the car have a 
right-hand thread and vice-versa. The principle 
is quite complicated, but a loose wheel can 
move enough on the splines to create a sort of 
epicyclic action against the coned cap and cause 
it to tighten on its thread. If you don’t believe 
me, try changing over a pair of hubs—a friend 
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of mine did it sakjaseiahe and he lost both 
wheels simultaneously. 

The knock on hub works equally well with 
light-alloy wheels, as Ettore Bugatti first dem- 
onstrated with his type 35 Grand Prix car. With 
narrow, high-pressure tyres, the wire wheel is 
probably lighter and stronger, but with modern 
small diameter rims it is a failure, for the spokes 
are too short to have the necessary spring and 
will break unless they are absurdly thick. The 
centre-locking principle is still used with light- 
alloy wheels although instead of splined hubs 
the simpler and cheaper peg drive is normal. 
On a modern racing car the hub cap is usually 
too deeply recessed inside the wheel to be hit 
with a copper clouter, and a box-spanner must 
be used, generally power-operated for rapid 
wheel changes in the pits. 

While the Rudge-type of hub is excellent for 
a sports car, the Dunlop hub is superior for a 
saloon and it was standardised on the best cars, 
notably Rolls-Royce and Hispano-Suiza. The 
advantage of this hub is that the cap remains 
with the wheel, turning freely but located 
axially. The long, special spanner clips on to the 
nut and a little tommy bar at its centre screws a 
ball race into contact with a splined centre- 
locking device, which is normally spring-loaded 
into engagement with the nut. As the nut is 
undone, which requires no force at all, it 
automatically draws the wheel along the hub 
and leaves it all ready for removal. 

It is a matter of moments to spin off a wheel 
with the spanner clipped in place and I have 
changed a wheel on a vintage Rolls in my 
dinner jacket without so much as soiling my 
shirt cuffs. What a contrast with all those dirty 
little nuts that cars have today! 

There is another repect in which the bette 
cars of the 1930s were superior to those of 
today. That was in their built-in jacking sys- 
tems. In their simplest form, these consisted of 
light screw jacks of the lazy-tongs type, which 
were attached permanently to the axles. More 
elaborate were the hydraulic types, with which 
one merely opened a trapdoor beneath the 
front carpet and still seated, selected the wheels 
you wanted to lift and waggled a little handle. 
In the case of one installation, you didn’t even 
have a handle, for a little pump, driven by the 
dynamo belt, supplied the pressure. 

However, it was still necessary to step out of 
the car, after it was jacked up, to carry out the 
actual wheel change. The spare wheels—yes, 
two of them—lived in wells in the front wing: 
and as a wire wheel is a pretty thing, there was 
no need to hide them. It was easy to roll ther 
into and out of their slots, for the running 
boards were provided. Incidentally, the hydro- 
pneumatic suspension of the Citroen can be 
used as a power jack. 

I don’t suppose that the modern Italian 
stylists would thank me for suggesting externa’ 
spare wheels, so it is up to them to decide where 
to hide them. Let us forget improvisations, foi 
as long as there are roads the tyres that roll 
upon them will be expendable. Let the driving 
schools see that their pupils can change a 
wheeel smartly, for we cannot have our road: 
obstructed by idiots who panic at the thought of 
jacking up a car. 

I would like to take this opportunity -oi 
reassuring those people who seem to have ¢ 
dread of bursting a tyre. I’ve burst more than ] 
can possibly remember and there is nothing to it 
unless it happens on a corner, when I admit ] 
have had a harmless spin. Yet the terror of ¢ 
tyre deflating persists. At very high speeds 
there’s a lot of noise and vibration, but that’s 
all, so forget it and have fun. 

Perhaps I might be permitted to tell a sad but 
true story. A Sunday driver was motoring 
serenely along in his little old car when one oi 
the tyres burst with a tremendous bang. The car 
went into a wild series of swerves and finishec 
up in the ditch. Crawling out unhurt, the 
shaken motorist was mortified to find all fow 
tyres intact, for it was the spare which had 
exploded in the heat of the sun. 
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Earlier this year, our Northern 
correspondent travelled yet far- 
ther north to Ingliston to report 
on the Jim Clark Foundation 
Race Meeting organised by the 
Scottish Motor Racing Club. The 
circuit and its environs made a 
strong impression on him which 
he passes on below. 


On Saturday, October 7, 1950, the Berwick & 
District MC, the Lothian CC and the Hawick and 
Border C & MCC joined forces to run a race meeting 
at Winfield in Berwickshire. Over 15,000 spectators 
turned up to this rather ordinary and makeshift 
airfield venue, and with good reason, for this was the 
first road-race meeting ever held in Scotland. Scottish 
enthusiasts, for so long starved of motor racing, were 
overjoyed when Edinburgh’s David Murray beat Reg 
Parnell (both Maserati 4CLT/48-mounted) to win the 
main 30-mile Invitation Grand Prix. Parnell did have 
trouble with his supercharger and it was a rather 
grandiose title for a club Formule Libre race, but it is 
easy to understand the prevailing euphoria in the 
circumstances, for the hitherto fruitless search for a 
Scottish circuit had been a long one. 

For many years after 1950 there were only two or 
three race meetings each year north of the border at 
such airfield circuits as Crimond, Turnberry and, 
most notably, Charterhall, where an International 
permit was held, briefly, in the mid-50s, with some 
500cc racing in Beveridge Park, Kirkcaldy. Not until 
Ingliston was opened on Easter Sunday, 1965, in its 
original, tiny, three-quarter mile form, did Scotland 
possess a permanent circuit. Even today, with Knock- 
hill augmenting the Edinburgh venue (just!), Scot- 
land boasts just nine race meetings on the calendar. 
Bearing this in mind, and the distances to be covered 
by Scots teams wishing to contest a full racing season, 
the contribution of Scotsmen in postwar motor racing 
is nothing short of phenomenal. The achievements of 
Jim Clark, Jackie Stewart, Innes Ireland (although 
Innes was not Scottish-based during his formative 
racing years), Ron Flockhart, Ian Stewart, Ninian 
Sanderson, Jimmy Stewart, David Murray (Ecurie 
Ecosse), Jock McBain (Border Reivers), John Law- 
rence, Gerry Birrell and Tommy Dickson constitute a 
formidable challenge to the ‘modern’ flyers: Tom 
Walkinshaw, Richard Scott, Norman (son of Tommy) 
Dickson, Don MacLeod, Iain McLaren and Robin 
Smith. At Rheims in 1960 Colin Chapman made a 
little bit of history when he nominated his Lotus team 
for the French Grand Prix: Innes Ireland, Jim Clark 
and Ron Flockhart—the first all-Scots GP works 
team. 


These thoughts on the nature of Scotland’s racing 
heritage drifted through my mind as I drove to 
Edinburgh to cover my first Scottish race meeting, at 
Ingliston, recently. I traversed the wild and beautiful 
Northumbrian landscape where the names are en- 
graved indelibly in the minds of rallying devotees— 
Kielder, Wark, Redesdale, Otterburn etc. On again, 
past the dominating ruin of Jedburgh Abbey, past 
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signposts to Duns, proud of its Jim Clark associ- 
ations, over the Lammermuir Hills (very nasty in a 
winter blizzard, as I know to my cost), through 
Dalkeith, and, at last, into Scotland’s romantic cap- 
ital. Even Croft, that northern outpost of English 
motor racing seemed a long, long way South. In 
England we make a lot of fuss about 150 miles! 

I had been led to expect good facilities at Ingliston 
but I was pleasantly surprised at what the 1.03 mile 
Royal Highland Showground circuit has to offer. The 
local geographical situation is one of the best in 
Britain, just seven miles from the centre of Edin- 
burgh, and a mile or so from the runways of 
Turnhouse airport. Since the circuit shares the ameni- 
ties of the Showground these are at least a match for 
those at Silverstone or Brands, and in the case of the 
magnificent MacRobert Pavilion restaurant/bar/press 
room complex for SMRC members, competitors and 
officials—better than any British rival. Competitors 
also have the benefit of covered stalls in the Paddock. 
Grandstand and catering facilities for spectators are 
naturally pretty superior 

The track itself made a strong impression on me 
and I could well understand the respect it commands 
among the many north of England competitors who 


regularly race on it. The tightness of its 1.03 miles, 


running between the various buildings of the Show- 
ground, and closely bounded by the distinctly daunt- 
ing Armco barriers, definitely lends something akin 
to claustrophobia in one’s appreciation of the place. 
With a lap record of a mere 81.32mph (Richard 
Scott’s Modus), Ingliston is the nearest thing in 
Britain to a ‘round the houses’ circuit. Its nature 
encourages a precise and inhibited driving style—I 
suspect that several of the regular Silverstone FF1600 
chargers, used to the wide open spaces of the 
Northamptonshire circuit, would come severely un- 
stuck unless they rapidly amended their driving 
style—but it is not a ‘Mickey Mouse’ circuit, despite 
the short lap length. The section after Lefthander, 
involving the seemingly endless multi-apex righthand- 
er through the Arena and leading into the nearly flat 
Esses (nearly flat for few!) really sorts out driving 
ability. A few competitors bemoan the lack of a 
straight of any real length, but really high speed 
would be rather dangerous. As at Monaco it is all too 
easy to make contact with the décor, but more often 
than not most of the (by racing standards) moderate 
speed has been scrubbed off before solid contact 
becomes inevitable. 

From the points of view of administration and press 
the circuit is not an easy one either. The buildings and 
the Armco make physical communication difficult—a 
point which was illustrated on my visit by a certain 
amount of confusion after Andy Barton’s heavy crash 
in the Esses. Happily, the press information service is 
first class, with press assistants (including hill climber 
Norrie Galbraith) positioned out on the course and 
reporting race incidents to the press room for inclu- 
sion in bulletins which supplement results sheets—not 
bad for a club meeting. My only niggle was that on 
this occasion some results sheets were at something of 
a premium. 

I had little opportunity to learn how Ingliston 
meetings are pre-publicised in the local media, al- 
though I did hear a ‘plug’ on Radio Forth, but the 
race day presentation of what was the Jim Clark 
Foundation Race Meeting was of a high standard. 
There was that intangible sense of occasion about the 
proceedings. Without resorting to any of the spurious 
bilge with which some English meetings are ‘puffed 
up’, which makes informed racing enthusiasts cringe 
and which probably does little to make casual specta- 
tors wish to return, the general promotion left one in 
no doubt that this was an important meeting in its 
own area. The official programme was about the best 
T have seen anywhere at a clubbie with the usual race 
information (but why no Christian names in 1977?) 
augmented by good action photos of regular star 
drivers, copious notes on the day’s events and a form 
guide which would add to the enjoyment of the more 
casual spectators—and even touches of humour. Who 
said the Scots were all dour? In view of the title of the 
meeting it was natural that many memories of Jim 
Clark were evoked. I suspect that the sight of one of 
his early Lotus Cortinas three-wheeling it round the 
course in a high speed demonstration run raised the 
odd lump to the throat. It was sad that Jim’s cousin 
Doug Niven had a fuel pipe come adrift during his 
heat of the Jock McBain Memorial Trophy so that the 
Border Reivers Escort was unable to start in the final. 

At a time when there is much discussion about 
‘invented’ racing categories and when numerous 
meetings suffer badly from very uneven support from 
Tace to race—such as Oulton ‘championship’ meet- 
ings where national championship rounds are suc- 
ceeded by non-championship grids which would look 
thin at Lydden—the well-balanced Ingliston pro- 
gramme was most welcome. In Scotland there is a 
fairly finite number of competitors available at any 


one time and it is evident that the SMRCC (with such 
prominent ex-drivers as Bill Stein, John Romanes 
and Archie Craig figuring among the organisation 
credits) goes out of its way to provide the categories 
for which the cars exist—not to invent categories and 
then hope that the competitors will enter. Interesting- 
ly.enough my visit coincided with the first appearance 
of ‘the ShellSport Escorts north of the border, by 
courtesy of Shell and Ford. Their presence attracted a 
great deal of excitement and pleasurable anticipation, 
and with ‘proper’ racing and rally drivers conducting 
them, they were seen at their best. The roar from the 
grandstands when Jennifer Birrell took the lead on 
the last lap was deafening! In fact, the allegedly 
undemonstrative Scots were vocal in their apprecia- 
tion all day and needed no ‘all together now, big 
cheer for the winner’ from the commentator. Perhaps 
it is because there are relatively few Scottish race 
meetings that an Ingliston clubbie can avoid that 
rather jaded air which is rather prevalent in the more 
race-satiated parts of Britain. 

Alas, there was one unsavoury aspect of the 
meeting which forcefully reminded everyone of the 
club racing controversies of today. After a shocking 
display at Easter, giving rise to the ‘anti-Jennifer 
Birrell vendetta’ story which gained all too much 
space in the local media, the prodsaloon racers were 
attit again. The standard of driving in the opening 


“At a time when numerous 
meetings suffer badly from very 
uneven support from race to 
race, the well-balanced Ingliston 
programme was most welcome. 
There is a fairly finite number of 
competitors available and it is 
evident that the SMRC goes out 
of its way to provide the categor- 
ies for which the cars exist.” 


ND 
laps, behind the two leaders at least, was just rotten. 
Bent cars were legion and after the race had finished 
the whole field were summoned for a well-merited 
lecture by the Clerk of the Course. One experienced 
observer remarked that Scottish production saloon 
racing used to be light-hearted and yet very competi- 
tive fun, but the elevation of this well-supported 
category to the status of a ‘main event’ and the outlay 
of considerable cash on more sophisticated produc- 
tion racers has led to nothing but acrimony and a 
deterioration in the standard of the racing. That could 
almost be an epitaph for British ‘championship’ club 
racing. 

Scotland clearly has a definite self-contained club 
racing scene of its own, although it is perhaps 
surprising that Knockhill, just four miles from Dun- 
fermline, has so far failed to attract many competi- 
tors, irrespective of its other problems. I encountered 
no wistful references to the ‘glamorous’ delights of 
Silverstone or Brands—not at club level at least—as 
are all too often heard at the north-east of England 
circuits for example. Nevertheless, Scottish competi- 
tors naturally have their complaints. The distances to 
be travelled if a major championship is to be contest- 
ed seriously are treated as an occupational hazard 
(and an increasingly expensive one). The rallying and 
hill climb circuses, whose major championships are 
more truly national in character than most circuit 
racing series, have always taken in major Scottish 
events but the racing championships and their spon- 
sors more often than not draw the line at Oulton 
Park, beyond which . . . ? The motor racing press 
comes in for some stick too—even AUTOSPORT! 
Coverage of Scottish racing and other speed events is 
considered to be scrappy. The Scottish Hill Climb 
Championship was quoted as an example of poor 
coverage. There is a cynical belief that the formation 
of a major Scottish racing team, or at least significant 
racing goings-on north of the border are likely to 
receive less space in the racing press than a change of 
toothpaste for Gerry Marshall! But then, such views 
are not unknown in the North of England either! It is 


| a lamentable fact of life that this is a case of ‘move 


south, young man’ if you are an ambitious Scottish 
racing driver. On reflection, perhaps that is why Scots 
drivers and teams have made an impact on racing out 
of all proportion to the amount of racing in Scotland, 
and the amount of media attention bestowed on what 
there is. You have to be really determined to go 
places, and determination has always counted for a 
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| great deal in motor racing. 
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Morris and Villeneuve at Edmonton before their first win in this year’s Labatt Canadian Formula Atlantic series. 


Dave Morris: the man 
behind Villeneuve 


DAVE MORRIS, Canadian engine builder and now entrant and joint 


team manager of Gilles Villeneuve, 


In the paddock at Edmonton, Canada’s 
leading team manager, Dave Morris, was 
looking concerned. This was the third race 
in the Labatt Canadian Formula Atlantic 
series, and his driver, defending champion 
Gilles Villeneuve, had not yet led a lap in 
either of the previous races, let alone scored 
a victory. Concern was not eased when the 
team made a surprisingly basic mistake, 
putting gears for the 2.5-mile long circuit 
into the car, instead of the gears for the 1.5- 
mile short track which would be used on 
the weekend. Then there were problems 
with getting the Direct Film March 77B set 
up, and finally race officials gave Price 
Cobb fastest time in qualifying, which 
many people suspected was an error. There 
was nothing else to do but protest, and 
that’s what Morris did. He was proven 
correct, and Villeneuve took the pole. The 
following day, he proceeded to lead from 
flag to flag. 

That was precisely the sort of success 
that Morris and the team needed, for 
Villeneuve would miss the next round, 
being at the British Grand Prix. The pres- 
sure was on, and the team came through. 
The pressure will remain on for the rest of the 
year as Dave Morris tries to retain the Cana- 
dian Formula Atlantic Championship for the 
remnants of the Ecurie Canada team which 
dominated the series in 1976. 

Last year Morris was a part of that success, 
building engines for the team from his base at 
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talks to CHRIS WADDELL. 


Edmonton. “Originally I hadn’t planned to do 
this, but I think it’s important to keep my 
engines winning races, and the opportunity 
came up to keep most of the championship 
team together, so I took it’’, he said. ‘‘Next year 
I’m almost certain that I won’t be doing it but I 
want to keep the engine business going.” 

In fact, Morris’s engine operations, The 
Motor Racing Company of Canada, grew out of 
his participation in the Canadian Atlantic 
series. After several relatively successful years 
racing Formula Fords, and winning the Cana- 
dian championship in 1973, he purchased a 
March 74B and ran the first half of the year. He 
had a couple of good results, but it all ended at 
turn three at Mosport. He had pulled off and 
then, ironically enough, a young first year 
driver, Gilles Villeneuve, crashed his March 
into Morris’s car, wiping out both machines and 
breaking Villeneuve’s leg. Morris decided not 
to spend the money to rebuild the car. “I found 
it was difficult to enjoy motor racing if I was 
doing all the work, and paying for it myself, but 
I would love to have had an opportunity to 
drive under the conditions Gilles has driven the 
past two years.” 

Reacting to the suggestion that he might have 
done very well had he been willing to spend 
some more of his money, Morris suggests: ‘“‘In 
1974 costs did get very high, and there were 
family and business pressures to consider as 
well. I suppose they were being selfish and I’ve 
always felt that my career was discontinued not 
by my own choice.” 

The family pressures centred around Morris’s 
father who was, like many others, very con- 
cerned about his son going racing, while in 1974 


Morris also took over operation of the family’s 
business, Weldangrind. The company is a large 
engine and machine shop in Edmonton which 
deals with the public. Then there is also another 
company, Engine Rebuilders Ltd, which has 
the franchise for rebuilding Ford engines for 
western Canada. They build approximately 
5000 engines a year. The racing engine shop is 
adjacent to the Weldangrind facilities, and can 
use its machinery if necessary. To date, they 
have built 13 engines, and also have a supply of 
parts for the serialised Ford-Cosworth BDNs 
which all the Canadian Atlantic competitors 
have to use. 

The engine building and automotive side is 
only one aspect of Morris’s business involve- 
ment. He also runs a company called Biomedi- 
cal Engineering Services, again based in 
Edmonton. Morris received a BA and an MA 
from the University of Alberta in Mechanical 
Engineering. For the Master’s degree, he built 
a mechanical artificial heart, and with support 
from the Alberta Heart Foundation he con- 
tinued working towards an eventual PhD in 
Experimental Surgery. He enjoyed the exper- 
ience, ‘but there was really no competitive 
outlet for me”’. 

The result was a turn towards motor racing, 
which has led to the point at which he is now 
running cars for the current Canadian cham- 
pion and another young driver, Canadian 
Richard Spenard. ‘‘Really I am more the en- 
trant and engine builder, rather than team 
manager. Andy Roe and I share that job and, 
with Gilles, we all have a hand in making 
decisions. By this time in his career, Gilles 
should know how to set up a car himself, for he 
is a professional driver.” 

Roe is the chief mechanic for both cars, 
assisted by Paul Nichols from Morris’s com- 
pany, who works primarily on Spenard’s March 
77B. Roe has worked for Ecurie Canada for 
four years, and prepared Villeneuve’s 1976 car, 
which won nine of the ten races it started. 

Despite his many jobs, Morris has given 
some thought to returning to racing. “I drove a 
Formula Ford a couple of weeks ago and it was 
a lot of fun, but I’m 31 now, and I’ve decided 
that the engine business is my way of staying 
involved. I might have raced again, but I had 
back problems, and then I just got involved in 
some other things in 1976. Really it’s been three 
years of withdrawal, and it would start all over 
again if I got back in a car!” 

Considering the length of his involvement, 
Morris’s motor racing efforts have been very 
successful. But there have been some difficul- 
ties. As somebody put it, ‘“‘once he’s decided 
something he sticks with it, and that’s all there 
is to it.”” That sort of attitude may work in some 
situations, but it has also left some people with 
the impression that Morris is cold, and hard to 
talk to. Perhaps that is a fact of Morris’s life as a 
businessman. There it is necessary to make a 
decision and stick with it, rather than experi- 
menting and trying new things, which seems a 
part of the racing world. “‘I’m very interested in 
business, and find it fascinating”, says Morris. 
“T don’t really know what I'll be doing in a 
couple of years, as I can’t imagine doing this for 
a long period of time.” 

But his future motor racing involvement 
might well be dictated by his successes in 1977. 
He built up a reputation for building good 
engines in 1976 through his association with 
Ecurie Canada, but as well as doing engines, he 
is also running a team this year. As he noted 
himself, “‘it’s difficult to wear too many hats all 
at one time”. Nonetheless he is doing just that 
this year. 

If Villeneuve does well then it all will have 
been worthwhile, but otherwise there will be 
the inevitable rumours about spending too 
much time doing one thing, resulting in lower- 
ing the quality of the rest of the operation. 
There are a lot of different balls to keep in the 
air all at once. The 1977 season will show just 
how good a juggler Dave Morris reallyis. 
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new Car 


Small car economy and refinement 


The Fiat 127 900 only differs from the 1050 in 

having a smaller engine with pushrod-operated ‘ cal 
overhead valves, instead of the overhead-cam- -* 
shaft unit. The transmission with higher gearing i : 
and the restyled body shell are the same for 
both models, and as my road-test of the 1050 
has recently appeared in AuUTOspPorRT, I shall 
here content myself with detailing the differ- 
ences in performance and fuel consumption. 

The new 900 is far, far quieter than last year’s 
127. The maximum speed of 83mph has scarcely 
changed, though as this is achieved at 5300 
instead of 6200rpm, the difference in noise level 
can be imagined. Accelerating through the 
gears, better figures were recorded because 0- 
50mph now requires one gearchange instead of 
two, and 0-70mph demands two instead of 
three. Comparing the new 900 and 1050 mod- 
els, the 900 registers 0-60mph in 16.1s and the 
1050 in 14.4s. 

It must be emphasised that the 900 never 
feels under-powered and it is still very flexible 
on the high top gear, holding its speed well on 
hills in the same ratio. At high cruising speeds, 
the former loud engine noise has been subdued 
quite remarkably. Although the short-stroke, 
five-bearing 1050cc engine, with its belt-driven 5 brn ts “ i 
overhead camshaft and bucket tappets, should . . 3 : : : #8, : 
theoretically be quieter, the little pushrod job 
compares quite favourably in this respect. How- st: 2 
ever, after a large mileage one would expect the Specification and per formance data 
overhead-camshaft unit to be the more silent. Car Tested: Fiat 127 900 CL 2/3-door saloon. 

; Engine: Four-cylinders 65 x 68mm (903cc). C: ion ratio 9 

As regards fuel economy, the 900 is the | | .°P{Stnp coin) at Se00rpm. Pushrod-operated overhead valves. 
cheaper car to run if the full performance of Single-barre! downdraught carburetter. : 

; j i Ti Ission: Single di lat lutch. 4-: dd hi h 

both machines is used nearly all the time, | | Jotibox wih central remote control, ratios: 0.963, 1:348, 2.055, 
37.3mpg being recorded as against 34.4mpg for and 3.910 to 1. Helical spur gear final drive, ratio 4.071 to 1. 

the 1050. However if both cars are driven Chassis: Combined stee! body and chassis. Independent strut 

‘ re 7 r a a and wishbone suspension of ail four wheels, with coil springs and 

moderately the consumption is virtually identi- anti-roll bar in front, transverse leaf spring with anti-roll mounting at 

. Rack and pinion steering. Servo-assisted dual-circuit disc/ 

cal. Anybody should be able to keep down to ou pea with sane sceueel vali: Welbon consi ne whnela, 

45mpg with either car and still maintain quite a fitted 135 SR 13 tyres. 

fair average speed with 50mpg as the reward of Equipment: 12-voit lighting and starting. Speedometer. Fuel and 

e ’ * water temperature gauges. Heating, demisting, and ventilation 

the really light-footed driver. system. Windscreen wipers with intermittent setting and electric 

Like the 1050 the 900 handles very well washers. Flashing direction indicators with hazard warning. Re- 

~ q > 4 . versing lights. Extras on test car: Heated rear window. Headrests. 
gives a comfortable ride to four full-sized Steering whee! lock. 
adults, and in its 3-door form it is an incredibly SUA TRE TtON ve oe ee ee” Sees 
; : . eng! in. Widt in. Weight 13. > 
spacious load-carrier. In economy and especial- 
ly refinement, it is a notable advance on its 
predecessor, which was a best-seller both on the 
home and export markets, and its much higher 
gearing must greatly reduce wear and tear. 


by John Bolster 


¥3 


Performance: Maximum speed 83mph. Speeds in gears: third 
75mph, second 50mph, first 26mph. Standing quarter-mile 20.3s. 
Acceleration: 0-30mph 4.8s, 0-SOmph 10.5s, 0-60mph 16.1s, 0- 
7Omph 25.3s. 

Fuel consumption: Overall including speed testing 37.3mpg. 
Touring 47.2mpg. 


The well-known Ford RS parts enable an owner to tailor the performance, or the appearance, of his car to his own particular taste. However, the list was becoming so large 
that it could be confusing. Now, under ‘Series X’, the parts have been collected into various performance or cosmetic kits, suitable for the different models. These kits include 
such things as camshafts, heads, and carburetters, airdams and spoilers, light-alloy wheels and fat tyres, plus the special wheel arches to accommodate them. Among the | 
assemblies listed for particular cars are a close ratio gearbox, limited-slip differential, and a quick steering rack, all for the RS2000, while the Fiesta gets larger diameter 
wheels and the bigger brake discs that their size permits. It’s up to the customer to decide in which area he wants his car up-rated and the dealer will supply and fit the 
necessary kit—Series X is not for the DIY man, for reasons of legality and safety. 
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Trevor van Rooyen and Chico Serra diced furiously in 
winning both encounters. 


OULTON PARK 


Van Rooyen’s turn 


For fourteen and a half laps of the RAC/ 
Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 
Championship race at Oulton Park last 
Saturday, Brazilian Chico Serra resisted 
countless attempts by South African Trevor 
van Rooyen to snatch the lead. But on the 
15th and final lap, van Rooyen’s Royale 
found a way past at Druids corner and he 
grabbed a narrow but well-earned victory 
to take the lead of the RAC Championship 
from Serra, who has a commanding lead in 
the TT series. After the race Serra’s Latin- 
American temperament showed, to the 
point that the Brazilian claimed van 
Rooyen used an illegal engine and, consid- 
ering his last drama with yellow flags at 
Oulton Park, ‘Chico’ is perhaps very fortu- 
nate that he was only reprimanded by the 
stewards for again ‘overtaking on the 
yellow’, in practice. Both Serra and van 
Rooyen broke the long-standing FF record 
at 66.8s, 0.2sec better than the old one. The 
Formula Ford races were the highlight of 
an excellent eight race programme, impec- 
cably organised by the North-Western cen- 
tre of the BRSCC. 


The van Rooyen/Serra dispute opened in the first ten- 
lap FF heat, Serra’s works Van Diemen claiming the 
initial advantage into Old Hall from the SDC 
Building Royale. Van Rooyen pestered the Brazilian 
until sneaking by into the lead on the run-up to Lodge 
corner on the third lap. Serra retaliated for the 
remainder of the race, the pair taking Old Hall side- 
by-side on two occasions, but with inches separating 
them across the line, van Rooyen held onto his 
advantage. Nigel Mansell’s Crosslé 32F gave vain 
chase in third place, Mansell troubled by the ‘back 
end breaking away’ while Bernard Devaney suffered 
a much worse fate when his Hawke-Minister’s head 
gasket blew on the warming-up lap, although making 
the first corner in second place, ultimately he 
dropped down to sixth. Missing from the front row 
for this heat was Mike Blanchet’s Lola which clouted 
a spinning car at Cascades towards the end of 
practice. 

Donald MacLeod’s works Van Diemen walked 
away with the second ten-lap heat thanks to John 
Village’s Royale RP24 holding up the rest of the field. 
Young Irishman Kenneth Acheson in a Crosslé 32F 
showed great promise in trying to usurp Village’s 
‘wide’ Royale from second spot, but then David 
Leslie took up the challenge and even he couldn’t get 
by so that the order remained in very close company, 
Village, Leslie and Acheson for the last half of the 
race. Peter Morgan’s Royaje should have been next 
but he was docked ten seconds for jumping the start, 
so Trevor Templeton’s Crosslé 32F (working up from 
a lowly grid position) claimed fifth. 

The threat of rain held off for the 15 lap final which 
began with van Rooyen taking an initial lead at 
Knicker Brook before Serra moved by at Clay Hill, 
these two quickly edging away from Mansell with 
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fourth man Village having no less than six cars trying 
to find a way past his wide Royale. 

Van Rooyen made endless attempts to take the 
lead from the determined Brazilian and until the 
penultimate lap barely inches separated them. On the 
14th lap at the Water Tower area of Druids corner 
van Rooyen tried to go by on the inside of Serra. The 
two cars touched and for a terrifying moment it 
seemed van Rooyen’s race was going to end in a vast 
accident, but luckily the car landed safely and Serra 
was able to start the last lap with a clear advantage. 
That, however, was not going to stop van Rooyen 
making a last lap attempt and, in the same vicinity as 
the previous lap’s incident, the South African suc- 
ceeded in scrabbling by the Van Diemen and the race 
was van Rooyen’s by 0.8sec. 

Mansell, complaining about the engine’s lack of 
power, could offer no challenge in third place and, 
fed up with being delayed, Leslie forced a way past 
Village on the sixth lap and instantly pulled away in 
fourth position, but he was too far adrift of Mansell to 
offer any battle. It took MacLeod (who dropped back 
from a brief second spot after a first lap mix-up) until 
the last lap to usurp Village, with Irishmen Acheson 
and Templeton, and Rick Morris’s Hawke DL19 
(from the back of the grid) clambering over Village 
across the line. Devaney’s engine was useless after 
the heat problems and he ended up 11th behind Barry 
Pigot (Van Diemen) who claimed the final champion- 
ship point. 

Chris Meek’s Lotus Europa suffered clutch prob- 
lems in practice for the Certina Swiss Watch Produc- 
tion Sports Car Championship race, so this ten-lap 
race was not the customary Meek walk-away. In- 
stead, Bill Wykeham’s splendidly driven Morris 
Stapleton Morgan +8 took the lead from the similar 
car of Rob Wells with Meek soon esconced in third. 
Colin Blower’s TVR 3000M literally knocked Stewart 
Halstead’s similar car out of the way at Old Hall, and 
the two Morgans and Blower then did their utmost to 
ensure Meek didn’t take the lead. It was all quite 
dramatic until the green Europa defied the opposi- 
tion’s efforts and went into the lead on the sixth lap. 
Still there was a great fight for second place between 
Blower’s TVR, and the two exciting Morgans which 
took Old Hall absolutely side-by-side on the eighth 
lap. However Wykeham’s tyres were waning and he 
indulged in a quick spin at Lodge corner on the ninth 
lap, leaving Blower to narrowly fend off Wells. 
Wykeham split the racelong battle between John 
Kent’s Lotus Europa and Halstead’s TVR for fourth, 
fifth and sixth places. David Beam’s Ginetta G15 (his 
1971 road car having covered over 40,000 miles) 
walked away with the B class (from Chris Alford’s 
TVR 1600M) and broke his class record by more than 
2secs while an incident-packed race for Howard 
Johnson’s record-breaking Sprite left the C class 
clearly in the hands of John McCaffrey’s Sprite. 

The absence of Homewood and Long from the 
Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship race ironi- 
cally made for a superb 10-lapper. John Schneider’s 
1-litre Imp held the lead throughout most of the race, 
harried by Geoff Farmer’s 1-litre Imp and Peter 
Day’s two-cylinder BDA 850 Mini. However through 
the field from the back of the grid (after the engine’s 
timing was found to be out in practice), Reg Ward’s 
850 Mini soon claimed fourth place and set after the 
leaders. For the last three laps, this quartet had a 
tremendous tussle with Ward failing by 1sec to take 


the winner's laurels from Schneider, with Farmer and 
Day equally as close behind. Afterwards Ward said 
he might just have taken Schneider but for a lack of 
front brakes, but he took a second off the lap record 
in the process. 

Some of the interest in the BRSCC Modified 
Sports Car Championship race disappeated before 
the start when Pat Longhurst’s giant-killing Davrian 
suffered differential failure on the warming-up lap 
and he coasted round the ten laps to pick up 
championship points—he was the only starter in the 
small class. John Bury’s Lotus Elan went straight into 
the'lead from pole position, chased by Jon Fletcher’s 
similar car and Fletcher grabbed the lead at Knicker 
Brook on lap 3 holding Bury off for two laps. But 
Bury’s superior G41 Goodyear tyres enabled him to 
retake the lead at Old Hall on the fifth lap and pull 
away quite easily from Fletcher in the latter part of 
the race, with David Mercer’s Elan some way back in 
third but comfortably ahead of Richard Gamble’s 4.5- 
litre E-type. Bury’s new Fl1-type rubber enabled him 
to carve 1.4secs off the lap record. 

After the fraught FF final came the relative 
tranquillity of Renault 5s battling for points in the Elf 
Challenge. A remark from the Knicker Brook com- 
mentator that Renaults were holding the first three 
places on the first lap seemed a trifle obvious(!) and it 
was the former Formula Ford ace Doug Bassett who 
screeched into the first lap lead from John Trevelyan 
and Charles Sawyer-Hoare. For the first four laps 
Bassett held onto a tenuous lead but a slight error at 
Foster’s on the fifth meant that both Trevelyan and 
Sawyer-Hoare were able to power by Bassett up Clay 
Hill. Bassett succeeded in retaking Sawyer-Hoare a 
lap later but, no matter how hard he tried, the 
championship leader could not retake Trevelyan 
before the ten laps were up and both Bassett and 
Trevelyan took more than 3secs off the lap record. A 
great start by Juliette Slaughter enabled her to take 
the lead but she took to the grass in surprise at 
Foster’s and dropped to fourth—the position she held 
for the rest of the race. 

The final event was just like the others, in 
producing close and exciting racing. This ten-lapper, 
a round in the Leyland 1275 Mini Challenge, started 
with front row occupant Geoff Till breaking his 
engine on the line and Paul Taft claiming first place. 
Steve Soper, Roger Saunders and Male Leggate 
changed places and bodywork paint in their efforts to 
close on Taft (Leggate coming off worse), and by the 
sixth lap Soper and Saunders were on the tail of Taft. 
By the eighth lap Taft went off into the Armco barrier 
at Druids and Saunders still tried to usurp Soper, 
whose Longman Mini kept jumping out of gear, but it 
was Soper’s race by 0.6sec. Leggate’s third place was 
almost snatched by John Edwards-Parton on the line 
and Steven Harris couldn’t offer his expected chal- 
lenge because of piston failure on the fifth lap. Taft 
had the consolation of a new lap record, almost 3secs 
better than his previous record time. 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship race, 
heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Trevor van Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP24), 11m 
20.48, 87.51mph; 2, Chico Serra (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 11m 
20.48; 3 Nigel Manseli (Crossié-Minister 32F), 11m 28.2s; 4, Tony 
Halliwell (Van Diemen-Minister RF77), 11m 35.88. Fastest lap: van 
Rooyen and Serra, 1m 07.0s, 88.87mph (equals record). 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship race, 
heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Donald MacLeod (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 
11m 27.68, 86.59mph; 2, John Village (Royale-Titan RP24), 11m 
30.68; 3, David Leslie (Royale-Scholar RP24), 11m 31.08; 4, Kenneth 
Acheson (Crossié-Minister 32F), 11m 31.2s Fastest lap: Peter Morgan 
(Royale-Minister RP21), 1m 07.48, 88.34mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Champlonship race, 
final (15 laps): 1, van Rooyen, 16m 58.0s, 87.73mph; 2, Serra, 16m 
58.88; 3, Mansell, 17m 08.45; 4, Leslie, 17m 11.68; 5, MacLeod, 17m 
21.48; 6, Village, 17m 21.68; Fastest lap: Serra and van Rooyen, 1m 
06.85, 89.14mph (Record). 

Certina Watches Production Sports Car Championship Race (10 
laps). Overail and Class A: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 
12m 38.28, 78.53mph; 2, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 12m 45.8s; 3, 
Rob Wells (3.5 Morgan+8), 12m 46.28; 4, John Kent (1.6 Lotus Europa 
Special), 12m 57.0s. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 14.28, 80.25mph. Clase 
B: 1, David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15S), 13m 17.8s, 74,63mph; 2, Chris 
Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M); 3, Lionel Shakespeare (2.5 Triumph TRS). 
Fastest lap: Beams, 1m 18.28, 76.14mph (Record). Class C: 1, John 
McCaftrey (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), 13m 22.2s, 66.80mph (9 laps); 2, 
Howard Johnson (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite); 3, David Richardson (1.3 
MG Midget). Fastest lap: Johnson, 1m 25.28, 69.89mph (Record). 

Hitach! Special Saioon Car Championship race (10 laps). - 
Overall: 1, John Schneider (1.0 Hillman Imp), 12m 35.6s, 78.80mph; 2, 
Fleg Ward (850 Mini), 12m 36.68; 3, Geoff Farmer (1.0 Imp), 12m 
37.0s; 4, Peter Day (850 Mini), 12m 37.6s. 851-1000cc class: 1, 
Schneider, 78.80mph; 2, Farmer; 3, John Tully (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 
Fastest lap: Schneider, 1m 13.68, 80.90mph. Up to 850cc class: 1, 
Ward, 78.69mph; 2, Day; 3, David Enderby (850 Mini). Fastest lap: 
Ward, 1m 12.68, 82.02mph (Record). 

BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship race (10 laps). 
Overall and 1501-2000cc class: 1, John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan), 11m 
21.48, 87.38mph; 2, Jon Fletcher (1.8 Lotus Elan), 11m 26.2s; 3, David 
Mercer (1.6 Lotus Eian), 11m 45.48. Fastest lap: Bury, 1m 06.0s, 
90.22mph (Record). Over 2000cc class: 1, Richard Gamble (4.5 
Jaguar E), 82.12mph; 2, Clive Parker (2.4 Datsun 240Z); no other 
Starters. Fastest lap: Gamble, 1m 10.88, 84.10mph. 1151-1500cce 
class: Keith Ashby (1.5 MG Midget), 81.70mph; 2, Steven Roberts (1.3 
Mini Marcos); 3, Peter Hanman (1.3 Mini Marcos). Fastest lap: 
Roberts, 1m 11.48, 83.39mph. Up to 1180cc class: 1, Pat Longhurst 
(1.1 Davrian Mk7); no other starters. Fastest lap: Longhurst, 1m 46.8s, 
55.75mph. 

Renault 5 Elf Challenge race (10 laps): 1, John Trevelyan, 14m 
Sis, 66.82mph; 2, Doug Bassett, 14m 52.48; 3, Charlies Sawyer- 
Hoare, 14m 53s; 4, Juliette Slaughter, 14m 56.88; 5, David Kahn, 14m 
58s; 6, David Benton, 15m 00.8s. Fastest lap: Trevelyan and Bassett, 
1m 27.6s, 67.97mph (Record). 

Leyland Min! 1275 GT Chatienge (10 laps): 1, Steve Soper, 13m 
16.48, 74.76mph; 2, Roger Saunders, 13m 17s; 3, Mal Leggate, 13m 
27.28; 4, John Edwards-Parton, 13m 27.28; 5, Rob Lodge, 13m 29.6s; 
6, Antony Pownall, 13m 32.6s. Fastest lap: Paul Taft, 1m 17.4s, 
76.93mph (Record). 
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John Kent’s Lep Group Europa leads the Morgans of Rob Wells and Bruce Stapleton and Colin Blowers’ TVR. 


MALLORY PARK 


Tough deal for Panther 


The first ever visit to Mallory Park by the 
BRDC (in their Golden Jubilee year) pro- 
duced an action packed nine race cham- 
pionship programme which unfortunately 
fell behind schedule because of a heavy 
downpour of rain. In such tricky conditions 
it was surprising to see Nigel Mansell beat 
Trevor van Rooyen with almost uncanny 
ease in the Brush Fusegear final and thus 
close to within six points of van Rooyen in 
the championship. Excellent victories were 
also taken by Nick Whiting (3.4 Ford 
Escort), Richard Long (1.0 Wallinger 
Imp), John Kent (prodsports Europa), 
Malcolm Jackson (Mallock Mk18B) and 
Dud Moseley (Mallock Mk18BX) while 
credit should also be given to the BRDC for 
their organisation in such miserable cir- 
cumstances and to the devoted marshals. 


Barry Pigot’s Van Diemen RF77 got the best adhe- 
sion on a wet track to lead the first Formula Ford heat 
into Gerards, where he was promptly demoted by 
Trevor van Rooyen’s Royale RP24. Michael Roe’s 
similar car took second place from Pigot at the Esses, 
the first three drivers then circulating a few seconds 
apart. John Village’s repaired Royale RP24 caught 
and passed Kim Perry’s twitchy Hawke DL17 to take 
fourth after a very fast drive, which netted him the 
fastest lap. Village then spun at Gerards handing the 
place back to Perry who was just ahead of a fast 
closing Peter Argetsinger (Crosslé 32F). 

Up to half distance in the second heat the Hawke 
DL19 of Rick Morris and the Royale RP21 of Peter 
Morgan regularly swopped the lead but then Morgan 
spun on the damp track at Gerards handing Morris 
what looked like an easy victory. The luckless Morris 
had a plug lead come off, however, and he was 
overhauled by Paul Smith’s victorious BMTR Royale 
RP24 and was just pipped on the line for second by 
George Caton’s Hawke DL19. The Spaniard had 
driven brilliantly through the pack folliwing practice 
problems, his meteoric rise having been aided by 
Canadian David Church spinning his Van Diemen at 
Gerards while Renato Leonardo (Jubilee Race Hire 
Royale RP24) pulled away in an eventual fourth from 
Richard Bacon (Palliser WDF2) and a recovering 
Morgan. 

After a delay due to the torrential rain Nigel 
Mansell’s Crosslé 32F made a terrible start in the 
third heat and, for eight laps, Bernard Devaney’s 
Hawke DL19 led from Tony Barley’s Royale RP21 
and a closing Mansell. Barley, on one of his all too 
few visits to Mallory, was passed by Mansell at the 
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hairpin, the Crosslé driver then taking the lead on the 
penultimate lap as Devaney spun at Gerards. The 
Irishman recovered quickly into second place ahead 
of an impressive Barley with Robert Coates’ Hawke 
DL17 a distant fourth. 

With the track conditions varying in each heat, the 
final for the Brush Fusegear championship was made 
up of the first six cars from each plus the next fastest 
two. It was van Rooyen who made the best start with 
Mansell rocketing round the outside at Gerards but 
not quite making it past. Mansell tried the same 
manoeuvre on the next lap but on the third lap the 
promising Birmingham driver was through and al- 
most unbelievably pulled away from van Rooyen to 
finish a massive 12secs in front. Michael Roe held a 
safe, sometimes sideways, third throughout to keep 
alive his championship hopes with Devaney next up 
still soldiering on with his damaged (overheating at 
Oulton) Minister engine. Tony Barley had looked 
like challenging Devaney, but the Irishman pulled 
slowly away and, as Barley mounted a final challenge 
over the last few laps with Barry Pigot also closing in, 
he spun at the Esses. This handed Pigot fifth with 
Peter Morgan next up having caught and passed 
Argetsinger two laps from the end, the American not 
giving in, though, and finishing just 0.3sec behind, 
Caton retired with clutch problems and Morris 
ploughed off the circuit at Gerards. 

With Rupert Long’s Wallinger Imp the sole front 
row occupant for the first (up to 1000cc) Esso Uniflo 
special saloon car race he stormed into the lead and 
drove very tidily on the wet track to lead until the end 
despite a mid-race challenge from Michael Parkes’ 
1.0 Mini. Parkes took a safe second from David 
Enderby’s class winning 850 Mini while the fourth 
placed Martyn Sims (1.0 Hillman Imp) was shadowed 
for the final eight laps by Charles Bernstein’s 850 
Mini which had battled through the pack following a 
bad start due to overheating his engine on the grid. 
Rocketing through into sixth was Peter Day’s Mini 
BDA which had started ten seconds after the rest (he 
was not originally entered and took over Reg Ward’s 
entry), Day storming through to ninth by lap 2 before 
spinning at the Esses and then making another 
remarkable recovery on a treacherous circuit. 

The Silverstone Production Sports Car champion- 
ship round was led by Rob Well’s Morgan until half 
distance (having passed John Kent’s Europa on the 
second lap) but Wells then spun handing victory to 
Kent with Colin Blower’s TVR aspiring to second 
after Bruce Stapleton’s Morgan spun. David Beam’s 
smart Wheels of Acton Ginetta G15 put up another 
first class performance to take fourth overall. yet 
again, and he kept his championship hopes alive 
following Chris Meek’s non start. Stewart Halstead’s 
TVR appeared to be closing on Beams towards the 
end but a moment on the last lap dropped him away 
and he was passed by Ricky Podmore’s MGB which 


had passed the two TVRs of Chris Alford and Rod 
Gretton (another spinner) with Howard Johnson’s 
class winning Sprite next up. Johnson now equals 
Meek’s championship points with Beams just one 
behind. 

The first Tricentrol Clubmans championship race 
(for fully modified engines) proved to be one of 
attrition with just seven finishers led in dominating 
fashion by a surefooted Malcolm Jackson (Mallock 
Mk18B) who ousted Peter Deal’s Pink Panther on lap 
two to lead easily until the end. Deal and Ruari 
Gillies (Diamond R6) had a good chase for second 
until Gillies spun at Gerards forcing a closing Richard 
Groombridge (Hollowbar Hustler) to spin into retire- 
ment on the grass. Deal and Chris Hill (Mallock 
Mk14) thus took a lonely second and third respective- 
ly while Gillies took fourth on the last lap having 
respectively followed designer Andy Diamond's Gry- 
phon Ellova for the final five laps. 

For two laps Graham Goode’s immaculate 2.0 Ford 
Escort (incidentally winning the best-prepared-Spe- 
cial-Saloon award) chased the spray of Nick Whiting’s 
3.4 Ford Escort in the over 1000cc Esso Uniflo 
championship race. Goode unfortunately fell foul of 
the wet at Gerards handing victory to Whiting’s Kent 
Messenger/All Car Equipe Escort, an excellent drive 
in the conditions. Tony Sugden was thus promoted to 
second followed by Dave Smith’s 1.3 Mini through- 
out. With Peter Baldwin’s 1.3 Mini losing all drive at 
the start Sugden (2.0 Escort) closes to within one 
point of Baldwin in the championship. Fourth looked 
to be the preserve of Mick Hill’s 5.0 VW Chevrolet 
but he was another spinner at Gerards two laps from 
the end, promoting Martin Pearson’s 1.3 Datsun 
Cherry which had harried Hill all the way while poor 
Colin Hawker spluttered round with water obviously 
dampening his usually sweet DFV. 

For three laps of the second Tricentrol Clubmans 
championship race (for Formula Ford engined cars) 
Nick Linney’s brand new (following his accident) 
Mallock Mk18BW managed to hold off Dud Mose- 
ley’s all conquering Mallock Mk1i8BX. Inevitably 
Moseley took the lead and pulled away from Linney 
whose first outing in his new car was heartening 
considering the worn state of his wet tyres. Robin 
Henderson’s Mk18B ousted Peter Ludford’s Dia- 
mond R7 on the second lap and he was chased to the 
end by Steve Collier’s Haggispeed who further de- 
moted Ludford to fifth. In the results Collier moved 
ahead of Henderson who was penalised ten seconds, 
presumably for a jumped start. 


COLIN MASTERMAN 


Formuia Ford Heat One (10 laps): 1, Trevor van Rooyen (Royale- 
Minister RP24), 9m 51.28, 82.2imph; 2, Michael Roe (Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF77), 9m 55.6; 3, Barry Pigot (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 
9m 59.68; 4, Kim Perry (Hawke-Minister DL17), 10m 14.28; 5, Peter 
Argentsinger (Crossié-Minister 32F), 10m 17.48; 6, Danny Burritt 
(Royale-Bright RP21), 10m 22.78. Fastest lap: John Village (Royale- 
Titan RP24), 8.18, 83.64mph. 

Formula Ford Heat Two (10 laps): 1, Paul Smith (Royale-Harris 
RP24), 9m 27.88, 85.59mph; 2, George Caton (Hawke-Scholar DL19), 
9m 30.98; 3, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL19), 9m 31.28; 4, Renato 
Leonardo (Royale-Minister RP21), 9m 34.28; 5, Richard Bacon (Pal- 
liser-Scholar WOF2), 9m 37.08; 6, Peter Morgan (Royale-Minister 
RP21), 9m 38.48. Fastest lap: Caton and Morgan, 54.38, 89.50mph. 

Formula Ford Heat Three (10 laps): 1, Nigel Mansell (Croseié- 
Minister 32F), 10m 05.58, 80.26mph; 2, Bernard Devaney (Hawke- 
Scholar DL19), 10m 10.28; 3, Tony Barley (Royale-Titan RP21), 10m 
12.18; 4, Robert Coates (Hawke-Minister DL17), 10m 22.9s; 5, Rick 
Whyman (Royale-Scholar RP24), 10m 43.98; 6, lan Shaw (Hawke- 
Smith DL12), 10m 46.18. Fastest lap: Mansell, 59.0s, 82.37mph. 

Esso Unifio Special Saloon Car Championship race up to 
1000cc (12 laps) overall: 1, Richard Long (1.0 Wallinger Imp), 12m 
35.78, 77.17mph; 2, Mike Parkes (1.0 Mini), 12m 39.68; 3, David 
Enderby (850 Mini), 12m 45.08; 4, Martyn Sims (1.0 Sunbeam 
Imp),12m 50.98. 851ce to 1000cc: 1, Long; 2, Parkes; 3, Sims. 
Fastest lap: Long, 1m 00.0s, 81.00mph. Up to 850ce: 1, Enderby, 
76.23mph; 2, Charles Bernstein (Mini); 3, Peter Day (Mini Allen BDA). 
Fastest lap: Day, 1m 01.4s, 79.15mph. 

Silverstone Production Sports Car Championship race (12 laps) 
overall: 1, John Kent (1.6 Lotus Europa), 13m 26.38, 72.33mph; 2, 
Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 13m 31.88; 3, Bruce Stapleton (3.5 
Morgan Plus 8), 13m 38.88; 4, David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15), 14m 
00.1s. Ciass A: 1, Kent; 2, Blower; 3, Stapleton. Fastest lap: Rob 
Wells (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 1m 04.3s, 75.58mph, Class B: 1, Beams, 
71.57mph; 2, Ricky Podmore (1.8 MGB); 3, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 
1600M). Fastest lap: Beams, 1m 07.98, 71.57mph. Class C: 1, 
Howard Johnson (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), 14m 22.88, 67.59mph); 2, 
David Richardson (1.3 MG Midget); only finishers. Fastest lap: 
Johnson, 1m 08.78, 70.74mph. 

Tricentrol Clubmans Champlonship race (12 laps) fully modi- 
fled: 1, Maicoim Jackson (Mallock Mk18B Arden), 11m 19.3s, 
85.85mph; 2, Peter Deal (Pink Panther Abbott), 11m 54.28; 3, Chris Hill 
(Maliock Mk14 Hill), 11m 50.98; 4, Ruari Gillies (Diamond R6 Abbott), 
11m 55.48; 5, Andy Diamond (Gryphon Eliova Abbott), 11m 57.7; 6, 
Rob Cochran (Ashfield BRL7), 11 laps. Fastest jap: Jackson, 54.3s, 
89.50mph. 

Esso Unifio Special Saloon Car Championship race over 1000cc 
(12 laps) overall: 1, Nick Whiting (3.4 Ford Escort V6), 12m 10.0s, 
79.89mph; 2, Tony Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort BDX), 12m 21.68; 3, David 
Smith (1.3 Mini), 12m 22.48; 4, Martin Pearson (1.3 Datsun Cherry), 
12m 50.5s. Over 2500ce: 1, Whiting; 2, Mick Hill (5.0 VW Chevrolet); 
3, Colin Hawker (3.0 DF VW). Fastest lap: Whiting, 58.78, 82.79mph. 
1301cc to 2500cc: 1, Sugden, 78.64mpn; 2, Chris Wray (2.0 Ford 
Escort); 3, Steve Phillips (2.0 Ford Escort). Fastest lap: Graham 
Goode, 59.1s, 62.23mph. Up to 1300cc: 1, Smith, 7B.S6mph; 2, 
Pearson; 3, David Carvell (Mini). Fastest lap: Smith, im 00.5s, 
80.33mph. 

Tricentroi Clubmans Chamionship race (12 laps) Formula Ford 
engined class: 1, Dud Moseley (Maliock Mk18BX Davron), 12m 
17.28, 79.11mph; 2, Nick Linney (Mallock Mk16BW Fewkes), 12mm 
32.18; 3, Steve Collier (Haggispeed Mk68 Titan), 12m 39.48; 4, Robin 
Henderson (Mallock Mk18B Minister), 12m 49.38; 5, Peter Ludford 
(Diamond Ri7), 12m 58.08; 6, Alex Moss (Phantom P76B) 11 laps. 
Fastest lap: Moseley, 59.4s, 81.82mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford Championship Final (12 laps): 1, 
Nigel Mansell, 11m 45.98, 82.61mph; 2, Trevor van Rooyen, 11m 
59.2s; 3, Michael Roe, 12m 05.88; 4, Bernard Devaney, 12m 08.4s; 5, 
Barry Pigot, 12m 11.7s; 6, Peter Morgan, 12m 35.2s. Fastest lap: 
haeen. 57.68, 84.37mph. 
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EEDA cc ee | 
Welsh Rallycross 


News from 
Open Days 


Nearly 90 competitors attended the five 
RAC Race Committee Open Days last 
Week, a rather better attendance than 
last year, which we hope shows a great- 
er awareness among competitors of the 
value of these days. Some of the points 
raised were: 


@ Special saloon drivers are concerned 
about the use of turbochargers, which is 
currently allowed, and the RAC are 
going to look into and make a decision 
in January as to whether to ban them. 
There is also talk of introducing a 
weight restriction for 1979 and the 
RAC are to weigh cars in three classes 
and come up with a mean weight. 


@ As from January 1, 1978, specifica- 
tion sheets will come into force for 
production saloons. The Autocar 
Buyer’s Guide will continue to be the 
reference list for model eligibility but 
the spec sheets will be used to deter- 
mine detailed specification. The period 
of eligibility after a model has been 
discontinued will be increased from one 
to three years. 


@ The general feeling among Group 1 
competitors is that concerted efforts 
should be made as soon as possible to 
create some uniformity in G1 regs 
throughout Europe. 


@ The modsports crowd are very keen 
that their vehicles should be known as 
Modified Sports Cars and not by the 
more familiar abbreviation. The list of 
eligible cars is increased to include the 
Panther Lima—in basic OHC 2.3-litre 
form—and the Porsche Turbo is 
removed. As a corollary to that, all 
turbocharging is to be banned in 
modsports. 


@ In Formula Ford 1600, a new con- 
structors championship is planned next, 
the logistics of which have yet to be 
worked out and the RAC FF1600 series 
is to be revised, with six separate races 
distributed between the three major 
clubs and a major prize fund and tro- 
phy. Good news is that a sponsor is 
already waiting in the wings. 


@ The Fiat X1/9 joins the list of eligible 
cars for prodsports and there are to be 
some slight changes in the eligibility 
qualifications for this category. 

Overall, the discussions were con- 
structive and one feeling that emerged 
was that competitors are keen to have 
longer practice sessions . . . something 
which might be possible if the proposed 
noise regulations are introduced, which 
could mean that practice would be 
possible in ‘church hours’. 


Mid-Cheshire 
autocross 
championship 


The Mid-Cheshire MRC are promoting 
a four-round autocross championship 
during September and October under a 
Waiver of Permit from the RAC. The 
championship will be’ contested in ten 
classes including rally cars and produc- 
tion vehicles. A total prize fund of 
£1,095 is up for grabs with cash prizes in 
every class at each round and to the first 
six Overall in the series. All rounds are 
to be held at Paddock Lake Farm, 
Warburton, Cheshire, the dates being 
September 4 and 25 and October 9 and 
23. All enquiries to Mike Bacon, 30 
Heath Road, Timperley, Cheshire 
WA15 6BH, phone 061-962 1593. 
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Rallycross moves to Wales on Septem- 
ber 3 at a new circuit at Talbenny, 
situated to the south-west of Haver- 
fordwest on the B4327. The Western 
Mail 1977 Welsh Knock-out Rallycross, 
organised by the Pembrokeshire Motor 
Club is not only the first event to be 
held at the circuit, but it will also be 
recorded by BBC Wales for transmis- 
sion at a later date. 

The event has already attracted 
considerable support from the estab- 
lished names of Rallycross, with entries 
already received from International 
competitors, including John Button 
(VW Beetle), Mick Bird (TR7), Roger 
Burn (Clan Crusader), Will Gollop 
(Saab), John Welch and Trevor Hop- 


kins (Escort RS1800), Roger Brunt, 
Nick Garner and Dick Griffiths 
(Minis), John Clark, John Greasley and 
Mike Hill (Porsches)—the latter mak- 
ing his debut in a rear-wheel-drive car. 
Wales is strongly represented with en- 
tries already received from the father 
and son team of George and Ian War- 
ren, together with Clive Trueman from 
Neath, plus Peter Vaughan from 
Abergavenny. 

The event starts with qualifying runs 
at 10am, with a break from 1pm-2pm 
and the finals and consolation runs 
from 2pm-4pm. Spectators are welcome 
and there will be full catering facilities 
on the day. 


Goddard’s Dove and 
problems #/|Castrol’s 


with Vee 


Mark Goddard, whose problems with 
his proposed Image Formula Vee chas- 
sis were mentioned in Sports Extra 
(August 11) has asked us to point out 
that he was not responsible for work 
stopping on the construction of the car. 
He originally provided the parts and 
Image were to build the car and, al- 
though work started in January, it is 
still not complete. Goddard, therefore, 
has taken away many of his parts and 
bought—along with Tim Flynn—a Mc- 
Namara in order to do some races this 
season. Image, on the other hand, 
claim that the chassis is virtually com- 
plete and only needs a body. 


Ferrari Boxer than the Scamp! 


A Scamp ora Boxer? 


Chris Meek gives a spot of race-winning advice to young Matthew Morse, a Spina 
Bifida sufferer, who is all set to drive off in the specially designed Scamp presented 
by Chris, on behalf of the BMRMC, to the Five Oaks, Ilkley, short-term home for 
Spina Bifida sufferers. On the right is Jimmy Iveson, who has the same 
complaint. ’Tis said that young Matthew was more interested in Chris's new 


new Car 


Trevor Reeves, with the co-operation 
of his sponsors, the Dove Group and 
Castrol, has built a new Mini for the 
rest of the 1978 Rallycross season. It is 
a slightly heavier car than usual, but 
features a beam axle and many alumin- 
ium parts within the steel shell. The 
engine is a new 1500cc unit and the car 
is expected to make its debut at the 
Bank Holiday Monday meeting at Lyd- 
den. The previous day, Trevor will be 
competing in Belgium with his Europe- 
an car, the development programme on 
which has put it among the quicker cars 
on the European circuit. 


edited by Robin Bradford 


Clubmans 
new engine 


The Clubmans Register decided last 
week to adopt a new engine for next 
season—a 1699cc unit, based on the 
Ford ‘Kent’ engine but using a side- 
draught head and different stroke, with 
a maximum inlet valve size stipulated. 

The existing classes remain—Class A 
will retain the current full-race 1600cc 
engines, which will run alongside the 
new 1700cc unit; Class B will remain 
the same using the Formula Ford 1600 
engine. 

The new engine opens up a number 
of possibilities for clubmans drivers: for 
instance, someone running in Class B 
can swop from the usual FF head to the 
new sidedraught one and progress into 
Class A. The other big factor in favour 
of the new unit is cost—it is likely to be 
around £300-£400 cheaper than a full- 
race one. 


Sporting 
trials car 
change 


The 750 Motor Club has decided to 
implement a change to its Sporting Car 
Trials formulae as as result of recom- 
mendations made by drivers at the 
Annual Trials Conference. A new 
formula for cars up to 1300cc has been 
agreed and will be brought into effect 
for the 1977/78 season. A free choice of 
engine, gearbox and live rear axle is 
permitted, all of which must originate 
from series production cars. 

There are certain limitations on 
modifications such as retaining the 
original position of camshaft and valves 
and the use of production gears. Also, 
existing cars may continue to run as 
they did last season without alteration 
to chassis or bodywork. In addition to 
the new level of 1300cc, events will 
continue to include classes for the tradi- 
tional limits of up to 750cc and up to 
950cc but cars will be subject to the new 
formula. 

The Club will be promoting a new 
championship for the 1300 formula 
starting with the first event which will 
be on Sunday, September 18. At the 
end of the season trophies will be 
presented to the drivers of the highest 
placed 750 and 950 cars. Further details 
can be obtained from Graham Fulla- 
love, ‘Woodcotes’, Camer Park, 
Meopham, Kent. 


Weekend 
double act 
for Desiré 


One person with a problem over the 
Bank Holiday weekend is Desiré Wil- 
son. Having practised at Castle Combe 
she has only half an hour to reach 
Thruxton for practice whereupon the 
Crosslé will have to be ferried back to 
Wiltshire in 20 minutes for second prac- 
tice. Having accomplished this impossi- 
ble feat (?) it is found that the Ross & 
Haines race at Combe will start ap- 
proximately five minutes after the BAF 
round at Thruxton! Hmm.... Of 
course, if she had the use of two chassis! 
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ho. {ae es sports extra 


Happy 


David 


Birthday jand 
Thruxton |Goliath 


Thruxton celebrates its 25th anniversa- 
ry as a car racing circuit on Monday 
when it hosts a nine-race championship 
race meeting which has attracted over 
220 entries. It was on Bank Holiday 
Monday, August, 1952, that the first 
meeting took place on a 1.89-mile cir- 
cuit using part of the perimeter track 
and parts of the runways at the wartime 
airfield. John Coombs was the hero of 
the inaugural meeting, winning two 
races in his Cooper 500, while Roy 
Salvadori, Arthur Mallock, Ivor Bueb 
and Fay Taylor were also notable. The 
major race of 1977’s Bank Holiday 
meeting is a round of the BAF FF2000 
championship for which Rad Dougall, 
Frank Sytner, Jeremy Rossiter, Philip 
Bullman, Richard Wills and Desiré 
Wilson should be front-runners. For 
details of the Thruxton programme see 
Weekend Sport. 


Marlboro 
Moonraker 


The Tavern MC have secured generous 
sponsorship from the Philip Morris or- 
ganisation under their ‘Marlboro’ brand 
name for their 1978 Moonraker Rally. 
The event, to be known as the 1978 
‘Marlboro’ Moonraker Rally will take 
place on April 8/9 and will feature a 
route in excess of 150 miles in the 
Bristol area. There will be an extensive 
awards list and many items of ‘Marl- 
boro’ promotional gear to be won. Regs 
may be obtained from Miss V. Giles, 
128 Nibley Road, Shirehampton, Bris- 
tol, when available. 


or. 


David Beams’ tiny Ginetta G15 put up 
another giant killing performance at 
Mallory on Sunday. This Wheels of 
Acton-sponsored car used to be driven 
on the road by David who then used it 
very successfully in local BARC sprints. 
Having wiped up his class in the sprints 
he turned to circuit racing last year and 
for this season David and his team 
completed a 900-hour rebuild over the 
winter which has left the Ginetta abso- 
lutely immaculate and, with an Andy 
Dawson-rebuilt engine, this seven-year- 
old car has frequently beaten cars with 
over twice his engine capacity! 


Bassett 
hounds the 
Renaults 


It’s good to see that Doug Bassett’s 
racing talent is not being completely 
wasted. Doug, aged 23 from Notting- 
ham, is clear leader of the BRSCC’s 
Renault 5 Elf Challenge driving the 
Millward Bros entered 5 TS. 

A former champion in karting, Doug 
showed exceptional promise in national 
Formula Ford races during the 72/73 
era with rather outdated machinery and 
he attempted to go on to Formula 3 
with an old GRD which was outclassed. 

With no funds he had to give up until 
this Renault drive came along. How 
good it would be to see him back in 
single seaters, with a competitive one 
BOO. 414: 5 


Tony Halliwell, the Formula Fordster who has already clinched the Brands 
Hatch-based Kent Messenger championship, went on an economy run on behalf 
of his sponsors recently. Fairview Estates, house and factory builders, put him ina 
957cc low-compression engined Ford Fiesta and he drove from the start of the M11 
at Wanstead to one of their housing developments at Saffron Walden to illustrate 
how easy it is for young couples to commute. 

Four journeys over a distance of 36.1 miles produced an average time of 46.26 
minutes and average petrol consumption of 52.3mpg which, using two-star petrol, 
means an average fuel cost of about £1 per day. This was an interesting 
illustration of co-operation between a sponsor and his driver and this relationship 


appears to be working well. 
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Another 
from over 
the water 


A new Irish driver determined to make 
a bid on next year’s British Formula 
Ford Championships is 19-year-old 
Kenneth Acheson. Unlike Daly, 
Devaney and Kennedy who originate 
from the Dublin area, Kenneth comes 
from over the border in Cookstown, 
County Tyrone. 

He has shown considerable promise 
in races at all the Irish circuits, and on 
his occasional forays into this country 
Kenneth has shown he can mix it with 
the best. For the rest of this year he 
aims to clean-up the various Irish 
Championships, learn a few more cir- 
cuits in England, and then plan a con- 
certed bid in next year’s national cham- 
pionships. He drives a Crosslé Minister 
32F. 


Saloonies 
joining 
Sports 2000 


The SodaStream Sports 2000 grid has 
now swelled to 14 cars for this week- 
end’s Brands Hatch meeting. The two 
newcomers in the field are ex-produc- 
tion saloon man Peter Slade who has 
finally screwed his Royale RP4A to- 
gether with Quentune power and the 
Saracen which is back this time in the 
hands of Tony Strawson, the staunch 
‘super saloon’ supporter having his first 
serious drive in anything other than a 
saloon car. 


@ Julian Pratt is the new secretary of | 


the Monoposto Racing Club. He can be 
contacted at 32 Monterey Court, Varn- 
dean Park, Brighton, Sussex, phone 
Brighton 550065. 


Boston driver Tony Dickinson had his first run in his recently acquired Skoda 
S110R BDG (above) at Snetterton on August 7 finishing second to Nick Whiting. 
The Skoda is the car designed by the late Ray Jessop for Chris Meek in 1974, 
subsequently passing through the hands of Alec Poole, Nick Whiting, Graeme 
Walker and Paul Everett before going to Main Road Garage, Leverton where it is 

now prepared. Dickinson is still enjoying sponsorship from Richard Pearson Ltd, | 
Importers of Grimme harvesters, who have supported him for several seasons. 


Briefly... 


@ Martin Colvill, business partner of 
Bobby Bell’s whose Lister-Jaguar is 
well-known in historic events, is getting 
in on the act himself and has entered a 
4.7-litre AC Cobra for the Bentley 
Drivers Club Silverstone meeting on 
Saturday. The car, which is’ one of the 
early leaf-spring models, has just been 
given a total rebuild and is said to be 
one of the best examples in the country. 


@ Former Escort championship regular 
Nick Weir returns to the category at 
Castle Combe on Monday for the first 
time since the end of the 1975 season in 
the Withers of Winsford car usually 
driven by Barrie Williams, who will be 
racing Alan Foster’s prodsaloon Capri. 
Also around will be David da Costa, 
who has recently sold his Valprint car 
and will also be in a Cal Withers car. 


@ Poor Richard Groombridge: having 
been put off the track at Donington by 
Ray Mallock two weeks ago he also had 
to take avoiding action at Mallory when 
Ruari Gillies spun his Diamond at 
Gerards. Richard had to spin to avoid 
him, his lovely Hollowbar Hustler clip- 
ping the barriers and damaging a front 
wishbone. Why does this always hap- 
pen to the good guys? 


@ Contrary to our report in Sports 
Extra (August 11), the works Image 
FF1600 chassis has not been sold, but is 
on loan to Stanley Dickens who is 
second in the Swedish FF champion- 
ship. When the car returns in October, 
Frank Bayes, who had been contesting 
the BARC series, will continue a devel- 
opment programme. 


@ Sutton & Cheam MC have an- 
nounced the following changes in the 
officials of the club: Nicholas Ford is 
the new chairman and can be contacted 
at 140 Valley Road, Streatham, Lon- 
don SW16 (01-677 0633) and Malcolm 
Panting of 166 Guildford Park Avenue, 
Guildford, Surrey, is the new competi-- 
tion secretary. Malcolm can be contact- 
ed at Guildford 62512. 
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Stateside 
SuperVee 
looks good 


Now that a good number of the pro 
Super Vee races in the States are being 
held on oval tracks in conjunction with, 
USAC Championship car races, there is 
a rash of interest in the series from a 
good number of race car 
manufacturers. 

Among those interested are Auto- 
motive Development, makers of the 
ADF FF and Dan Gurney’s All Ameri- 
can Racers, both of whom are formulat- 
ing plans to enter the series possibly by 
mext year; and California FF ace 
Johnny Kastner has plans on entering 
the series next year in a March-built 
SV. 

Also, Chick Gladding and Bob 
Campbell, the force behind actor Gene 
Hackman’s attempt at entering race car 
manufacture, are considering FSV once 
their new radical Carom FF is set up 
and in production. 

USAC is using Super Vee as a means 
of developing driving talent for Indy 
and their Champ Car series. 


F&T save 
Brighton 
once more 


Fribourg & Treyer, the Haymarket 
tobacco company which saved the fam- 
ous Brighton Speed Trials from extinc- 
tion last year, are repeating their 
successful sponsorship this year and 
Brighton’s Madeira Drive will echo to 
the sound of hard-working engines on 
Saturday, September 10. Last year, 
David Render piloted his Lotus 76 
along the Drive in 18.77s for BTD and 
Render is again entered, still aiming for 
David Purley’s all-time BTD of 18.62. 


ae 


— 


on the Van Diemen at Oulton Park! 


Sideways in Formul 


Oh dear! Would this be a normal sight at a South American Formula Ford race 
meeting? Or is it Pedro ‘‘Pere’’ Nogues’ mechanics trying a new form of servicing 


Briefly... 


@ Full marks must go to all 750MC 
Members and Marshals for their gallant 
attempts to keep Sunday’s Lydden 
meeting going. The conditions Teally 
were diabolical, the track flooded at 
several spots—keep it up lads, England 
FC could do with some new sweepers! 


@ Mini expert Don Hardman is about 
to become the third Leicestershire spe- 
cial saloon driver to transfer to Formula 
Ford, following in the footsteps of Cliff 
Watts and Jeff Ward. He is racing his 
Marque Cars of Leicester Mini for the 
last time at Mallory on Sunday, after 
which he intends to sell up and buy an 
FF1600 chassis. 


@ CAM 2 Racing oil, manufactured by 
Sunoco, and used extensively in Amer- 


ica—including the Penske Formula 1 , 


teams engines—now has a distributor in 
the UK—David Rowe Racing, 132 
North Street, Hornchurch, Essex. Tel: 
Hornchurch 52224, 


@ The BRSCC North Western centre 
are holding a Disco-Barbeque at Oul- 
ton Park on Tuesday, September 6 
from 8 till 12. As well as the barbeque 
and Fabergé Disco bus, there will be a 
Static display of various competition 
cars and tickets at £1.30 each can be 
obtained from Peter Harrop at 52 
Brookfield Avenue, Poynton, 
Cheshire. 


@ Thanks to Peter Hand of Caterham 
Auto Accessories for loaning his van to 
Lydden reporter Paul Harmer on Sun- 
day, Harmer’s own transport having 
expired beyond economical repair a 
fortnight ago. Says Harmer, “It was the 
only trouble-free run I’ve had to 
Lydden this year!” 


@ Lotus Cars wish to point out that 
Vegantune have prepared Chris Meek’s 
modsports Lotus Esprit from the out- 
set, and that the car has not been 
developed by the works. Vegantune 
have had the body/chassis unit since 
Christmas and the Leeds businessman 
hopes to debut the car in the next 
month or so. 
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Juliette Slaughter, doubtless one of the prettiest regular Renault 5 drivers, has 


> = 
‘ se 


attracted some extra sponsorship for the Freeway Exhaust and Tyre Centre 5TS. 
As her regular preparation man, Chris Bruce, is away on the London to Sydney 
marathon, Juliette was a little worried about the maintenance of the car. While 
buying a spare part for it at the Richmond Motor Centre—only about half a mile 
from where she lives, the boss, Brian Ingarfield, decided that he ought to sponsor 
one and Juliette, with great presence of mind, offered him hers. Describing her 
offer as “‘irresistible”, he is to sponsor her with parts and a check up after each race 
for the rest of the season. Flushed with her new sponsorship and signwriting 
(above), Juliette went to Oulton—for the first time in five years!—sat in the middle 
of the front row, made an amazing start and was so surprised to be leading out of 
Cascades that she promptly fell off at Foster’s. A fourth, however, at the flag has 
pulled her up a couple of places in the championship with only five rounds to go. 


@ Willy T. Ribbs is entered at Brands 
on Sunday for the Dunlop ‘Star of 
Tomorrow’ championship race in a 
Scorpion Royale RP26! Could this be 
next season’s FF1600 prototype? 


@ There are five Davrians entered in 
the modsports race at Mallory Park on 
Sunday. In addition to the familiar cars 
of Bob Jarvis and Pat Longhurst, John 
Kirk makes a rare foray to the Leices- 
tershire circuit with his Mk7 version 
while Brian Stevenson and Kenneth 
Coleman are also on the entry list with 
their older Mk5s. 


@ A contingent of Dutch drivers is 
coming over to contest the FF2000 
Taces at Mallory Park and Castle 
Combe this weekend, led by Huub and 
Jim Vermeulen. The drivers include 
Michael Bleekemolen, Maarten Hen- 
neman, Arthur Van Dedem and Ros 
Giaxa De Salvi all of whom drive simi- 
lar Crosslé-Rowland 33Fs. 


@ The Formule Libre race at Castle 
Combe could feature three girls in the 
shape of Betty Ann Bodle in her hus- 
band Peter’s Scarab Vee, Lorina 
Boughton in Jerry Gambs’s Sark and 
Desiré Wilson in the F&S Crosslé. In 
the same race Monoposto and Formula 
Junior ace Alan Baillie drives his March 
752. 


@ The enthusiastic Risca Garages team 
from South Wales are taking four of 
their glorious Jaguars to Castle Combe 
for what promises to be a rare spectacle 
in the Inchbrook Printers’ Special Sa- 
loon Trophy Race. Andy Williams 
drives the 4.2-litre Mk1 while John 
Morgan and Tony Williams have 3.8- 
litre Mk1s. The other car, a 3.8 Mk2 is 
handled by Terry Sheppard. 


@ Nick Faure returns to Thruxton on 
Monday with a modsports Jaguar E- 
Type. Nick, who previously has been 
seen piloting Porsches with amazing 
rapidity, has done little or no racing this 
year after the occasional outing in Peter 
Lovett’s Carrera last season. 


@ The Midland Region of the 
BMRMC is restarting its social even- 
ings on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 8.30pm in Martin’s Room, 
Opposite Lock Club, Gas Street, Bir- 
mingham. The first meeting will consist 
of a Mopar forum on September 14. 
There is also a Pirelli night scheduled 
for Donington on September 30 which 
starts a series of meetings at the circuit 
on the last Friday of each month. 


@ Yorkshire rally driver Phil Cooper is 
venturing into the world of rally spon- 
sorship. He will be supporting the De 
Lacy Motor Club’s Coopers of Oulton 
Trophy Rally on October 15/16. The 
rally will be of closed co-promoted 
status and will be 170 miles long using 
maps 100, 104, 105, and 106. It will start 
from Coopers of Oulton Ltd, Leyland 
Cars main dealers of Woodlesford, near 
Leeds, and will finish at the Hambleton 
Hotel, Sutton Bank. Regulations 
should soon be available from Andrew 
Walmsley, ‘Overdale’, 116 Lidgett 
Lane, Garforth, Leeds. 


@ The BRSCC North Western centre 
are holding a summer disco and barbe- 
cue at Oulton Park on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 6, from 8pm until midnight. 
There will be a static display of racing 
cars and a licensed bar. Tickets, price 
£1.30, are available from Peter Harrop, 
52. Brookfield Avenue, Poynton, 
Cheshire, and are inclusive of food. 
Please send SAE with your remittance. 


@ The Huddersfield MC are looking 
for a sponsor for their final hillclimb of 
the year at Scammonden on Sunday, 
September 11. Anyone willing to help 
with this, please contact Frances Shaw 
on Holmfirth 2983. 


@ Eight Austin Allegros have just 
completed a 16-day, 4000-mile, round- 
Britain marathon and have proved 100 
per cent reliable. The 1300 4-door Su- 
pe. model driven by Graham Robson 
achieved an overall fuel consumption of 
41.8mpg during the event. 
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What a turn up for the books! Chris Meek in the Europa is actually being blown off by Bill Wykeham’s Morgan. Can you believe 


Lanfranchi |Superloons |Unlucky 


back with 
Mayfair 


Production saloon races this weekend 
promise a little more excitement than 
usual with the return to the category of 
the inimitable Tony Lanfranchi at the 
wheel of the Mayfair Opel Commo- 
dore, owned by his friend and fellow 
bar-propper Gerry Marshall. The car, 
driven so far this season by Jock Rob- 
ertson, will be seen in the British Radio 
rounds at Snetterton on Sunday and 
Brands Hatch on Monday, at both of 
which the opposition will include Barrie 
Williams in Alan Foster’s London 
Sports Car Centre Ford Capri. A grand 
battle is promised. 


Some mothers . . . 
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in lreland 


The County Kildare MC are organising 
the Motorcraft Trophy meeting at Mon- 
dello Park on Saturday, September 3, 
with the main event of the day (for the 
Motorcraft Trophy) to be contested by 
‘super saloons’ over two 15-lap heats. A 
number of English competitors are 
travelling to Mondello including Mick 
Hill and Colin Hawker (VWs), Nick 
Whiting (Escort) and Tony Rosen (Ca- 
pri). These drivers take on the locals in 
the shape of lap record holder Arthur 
Collier (Skoda-Chevrolet) and David 
Hall (Imp). Prize money of £500 is to be 
won and drivers from England can take 
advantage of special rates on the British 
Rail Holyhead-Dun Laoghaire ferry. 
Anyone wishing to go, please contact 
Mick Hill on Draycott 3319. 


for Punt 
at Lydden 


An unfortunate retirement in the 
Lydden special saloon race on Sunday 
was local ace Ed Punt with his Park 
Avenue Motors 2.0 BDG Escort. Ed 
had built up a good lead but coming up 
to the hairpin on his last lap a mistaken- 
ly given signal sent him straight into the 
paddock. 

The intention of the signal was to 
dissuade him from doing a lap of hon- 
our—such was the late schedule! Ed, 
being a true sportsman, took it well 
enough though. 


Some mothers do ’ave ’em! Peter Lawrence rushes to safety clutching part of his 


Royale RP3. We've heard of low cost motor racing, but this is silly! 


Briefly... 


@ Malcolm Jackson returned to club- 
mans at Mallory Park on Sunday with a 
good win in the Tricentrol ‘A’ class race 
in David Harrington’s Mallock. Follow- 
ing this, he is now to drive the car in the 
remaining Tricentrol rounds. Harring- 
ton will take the occasional ‘gentle- 
man’s outing’ in the car. 


@ The BMRMC are very short of 
entries for their race meeting at Silver- 
stone on Saturday, September 10. Any- 
one with an FF1600, modsports, special 
saloon, clubmans ‘A’ or ‘B,’ Morgan, 
Porsche or Formule Libre car who 
hasn’t yet entered, please contact Mar- 
garet Cartwright, 68 Pinewoods Ave- 
nue, West Hagley, near Stourbridge, 
West Midlands DY9 OJF or phone Hag- 
ley 4358. 


@ The committee of the Welsh Border 
CC have decided, reluctantly, that the 
club will not stage its Border Uniflo 
Rally in 1978. This decision has been 
brought about following complaints 
from the public in an already over- 
rallied area of the country. The club 
realise what a great disappointment this 
will be to regular competitors but feel 
that this is a necessary step if their 
daytime stage events are to continue 
successfully. 


@ Regs are available now for the 
MCC’s Edinburgh Trial to be held on 
October 8/9. The event starts at Darley 
in Derbyshire and finishes at Buxton, 
the route being over 100 miles. Contact 
J. L. Weatheritt, Shepherd’s Cottage, 
Furneaux Pelham, Buntingford, Herts, 
for further details. 


@ Bernard Vermilio was somewhat 
offended at our remarks following the 
last Donington Park Formula Ford race 
(Sports Extra, August 11). He admitted 
that he did try a manoeuvre in his heat 
which ‘‘just didn’t come off. With the 
rain, my visor was steamed up”’. In the 
final, however, he claims to have out- 
braked Peter Morgan and to have had 
his nose leading into the corner, rather 
than the rash manoeuvre suggested in 
our report. 


@ It was good to see Tom Wood out 
and about at Mallory on Sunday, the 
young Formula Ford driver indicating 
that he will have a rechassised Royale 
RP21 ready in September to replace his 
damaged Donington car. However, a 
sponsor will be needed for this talented 
young driver to complete the season. 


@ The NSCC are promoting another 
race meeting at Donington Park on 
Saturday, September 17. Entries are 
invited for FF1600, Formule Libre, spe- 
cial saloons, clubmans ‘A,’ and ‘B, 
modsports, Formula Vee, Formula Ju- 
nior, historic groups 2 and 4, Reliant 
750 and Mini 850 formula. Regs are 
available now. 


@ Regs are available for the Liverpool 
MC’s round of the Merseyside Autotest 
championship on September 18. The 
event is sponsored by the Parkfield 
Motor Co who are celebrating their 
golden jubilee this year. The club is also 
promoting the Esso & Ellesmere Port 
Pioneer Charity Autocross on Sunday, 
October 9, with a number of promo- 
tional events the week before including 
a display in Lewis’ store in Liverpool 
depicting the club’s 75-year history and 
a club dinner on October 11 with speak- 
ers including Stuart Turner, Roger Wil- 
lis, Jack Reece and Simon Taylor. 
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Kaye top single-seater 


Peter Kaye had a well deserved win in 
the 13th round of the Guyson/BARC 
Hillclimb Championship at Loton Park 
last Sunday. Driving his immaculate 
1.6-litre Brabham BT35XP, Kaye just 
managed to beat the onset of the local 
monsoon season with a slightly twitchy 
54.73s climb. He thus consolidated him- 
self in a strong fourth place in the 
Guyson/BARC FTD Award Series as 
well as becoming the highest placed 
single-seater driver in the main Guy- 
son/BARC Championship. The second 
best time of day went to a very much 
on-form David Morris in the Mosign 
001 with 55.45, while Peter Blankstone 
had a positively inspired run in the 
family Mallock U2 to take third place in 
56.42, beating all the established stars 
in his class and coming within 0.02sec of 
Richard Mallock’s three week old class 
record. 

For the fourth consecutive meeting, 
it was impossible to hold the ‘Top-Ten’ 
and ‘Top-Eight’ runs at the end of the 
day and in fact the weather conditions 
became so bad just before the big- 
engined racing cars were due to take 
their second runs that the meeting had 
to be held up for an hour—at which 
point, Clerk of the Course Tony Fletch- 
er wisely decided to cancel the remain- 
der of the meeting rather than risk the 
almost inevitable accident in the ‘tropi- 
cal’ rainstorm which was causing water 
to flood along almost the entire course. 

This dramatic change of fortune 
came after a superb day’s practice on 
the Saturday, in which the outright hill 
record was successfuly assaulted by Roy 
Lane’s Fenny Marine March 741 and 
seriously threatened by Rob Turnbull’s 
2-litre B & W Motors Ralt RT1. In 
conjunction with their sponsors for the 
meeting, Bradburn & Wedge Ltd of 
Wolverhampton, the organising Hagley 
& District Light Car Club had spent a 
great deal of time and money publicis- 


ing the event and two thousand specta- 
tors had assembled by the time Terry 
Tattam took his 1293 Cooper S up the 
hill in exactly 64.00 to annexe the up to 
1500cc touring car class. Winner of the 
over 1500cc class was Tony Lusted in 
his Escort RS2000 with 75.82, being 
followed home by an assortment of 
Bristol saloons. 

The hard-worked Barter Imp again 
came in first and second in the up to 
1000cc Special Saloon Class, with 
Charles taking the premier award on 
60.37 and Robert securing the ‘van’ 
with 60.94. The next class for Special 
Saloons 1000cc to 1350cc proved to be a 
benefit for John Milford’s 1293ce Coo- 
per S with a new class record of 59.81, 
ahead of Mark Williams’ similar car on 
62.32. The ‘unlimited’ category went to 
Robin Yeomans’ 1800cc Cooper S, with 
a 61.71 climb from Brian Walker’s 
Escort 2000 on 63.28. 

Among the sports car classes Josh 
Sadler’s Porsche 911 set yet another 
class record on 60.51, demolishing in 
the process one of Russ Ward’s rare 
Arkley records which looked set for a 
long run. Another driver on the record 
breaking track was Anthony Boshier- 
Jones, whose 1600cc U2 clipped nearly 
0.2sec off his own record set last year 
and left second-placed Brian Moyse 
(also U2 mounted) a trifle out-classed 
58.45. Not to be outdone, Brian Wilson 
set the fourth new record of the day in 
the up to 1300cc Sports Racing class 
with a 58.71 in his Mk 14B Mallock. 

The 1300 to 1600cc Sports Racing 
class promised well and Peter Blank-. 
stone’s U2 really pounded its way up’ 
the hill in 56.42 to head-off Norrie 
Galbraith (Mallock U2) who was a 
slightly perplexed second on 57.24—> 
having decided that it was going to be 
the second runs which counted—and 
Tony Westwood (57.35). Just to prove 
how well the Blankstone Mallock was 


Ex-Formula Ford driver Alan Clennell has taken to the hills this year with this 


immaculate GRD 273. 


Barry Brant had yet another success in his phenomenally quick ABGO Cooper MkIi 


going, Margaret Blankstone set a new 
ladies’ record on her first climb to set 
the seal on an excellent day’s results for 
the local husband and wife duo. Al- 
though Barry Brant’s 62.07 in the Coo- 
per Mk10 was still a little way off Peter 
Voigt’s ‘modern 500’ record, there was 
no doubt about his total control on the 
class, the really close result coming in 
the up to 1100cc class where Chris 
Bigwood scored a very popular win in 
the Vixen VB5 with 58.68 to David 
Gould’s Terrapin time of 58.70. 


By the time the 1600cc racing car 
class had started its first charge up the 
hill, the first spots of rain were falling at 
the top and it was a case of first time 
counting or nothing. Despite having 
had no practice runs in his own car— 
due to a transporter failure on the 
motorway—Peter Kaye made a deter- 
mined climb in his own Brabham 
BT35XP and recorded 54.73, a little 
way off his own record but easily 
enough to take both the class and the 
meeting. Jim Campbell, having sport- 
ingly lent Peter Kaye his BT35 for 
practice the previous day, found him- 
self unable to match the flying York- 
shire driver and settled for a secure 
second place at 56.92. 


From then on the story of the unlim- 
ited capacity single-seaters and indeed 
of the meeting becomes one of almost 
unremitting rain. Godfrey Crompton 
took a well driven first in class with 
56.87 in the Leda LT25 from Alan 


The BTRDA Autocross Championship 
reached a real low last Sunday when 
only 26 competitors turned up for the 
Rhyl & District MC’s event at Towyn, 
near Rhyl. The event was the last round 
in the Midlands and North West region 
of the championship. BTD, and prize 
money of £25, was collected by Mike 
Turpin in his Turpin Special who found 
life difficult on a small and twisting 
course but came through to pip Terry 
Smith on a third run by 1.5sec. 

Phil Wilson retained his class lead 
with his 870 Mini beating the shared car 
of Mike Harris and Rob Hughes by a 
fraction more than 2secs and the 1-litre 
class fell to Geoff Whyte by a wide 


Low autocross 


Richards’ equally massive Surtees TS& 
on 57.08. Ted Williams found the con- 
ditions difficult in the March 752 and by 
the time Richard Jones got to the top of 
the main straight in the Surtees TS10, 
conditions were really appalling and the 
car spun harmlessly on the soaking wet 
track. The remaining class runs were 
totally unrepresentative and the second 
class runs never arrived in the down- 
pour which closed the meeting. 


BOB COOPEF 


BTD: Peter Kaye (1.6 Brabham BT35XP), 54.738 

Class winners: Official list not published. 

Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship roun 
thirteen (Based on class times): 1. John Milfor: 
(1.3 Cooper S), 9.41pts; 2, Josh Sadler (2.7 Porsche 
911), 8.78; 3, Charles Barter (1.0 Hartwell imp) 
8.75; 4, Anthony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Mallock U2) 
8.19; 5, Robert Barter (1.0 Hartwell Imp), 8.18; 6 
John Wilson (1.3 Mallock U2), 8.14; 7, Terry Tattan 
(1.3 Cooper S), 7.74; 8, Robin Yoemans (1.8 Coope 
S), 7.48; 9, Peter Kaye, 7.47; 10, Norrie Galbraitt 
(1.6 Mallock U2), 7.35. 

Guyson/BARC FTD awards round thirteer 
(Based on class times): 1, Peter Kaye, 54.73s; 2 
David Morris (1.6 Mosign 001), 55.45s; 3, Anthon 
Boshier-Jones, 56.698; 4, Godfrey Crompton (5.( 
Leda LT25), 56.87s; 5, Jim Campbell (1.6 Brabhar 
BT35), 56.92s; 6, Alan Richards (5.0 Surtees TS8) 
57.08s; 7, Allan Humphries (1.6 March 762), 57.09s 
8, Norrie Galbraith (1.6 Mallock U2), 57.248. 

Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship posi. 
tlons after thirteen rounds: 1, Charles Barter 
81.71pts; 2, John Meredith, 79.25; 3, Josh Sadier 
77.16; 4, John Milford, 72.68; 5, Anthony Boshier: 
Jones, 72.67; 6, Terry Tattam, 70.74; 7, Stuar 
Watts, 70.12; 8, Robert Barter, 69.74; 9, Briar 
Moyse, 67.81; 10, Peter Kaye, 62.93. 

Guyson/BARC FTD awards series, position 
after thirteen rounds: 1, Alister Douglas-Osborn, 
65pts; 2, Roy Lane, 64; 3, Chris Cramer, 50; 4, Peter 
Kaye, 40; 5, Martyn Griffiths, 33; 6, Malcolm Dung: 
worth, 28; 7, David Franklin and Rob Turnbull, 19. 


entry 


margin. Dave Humphrey and Frank 
Morris disputed the 1300cc class vigor- 
ously but Humphrey’s third run left 
Morris trailing by 1sec and, for once, 
Rob Gibson was not a dominant force 
with his Sprite. He was running a re- 
built motor which was getting very 
warm and he never looked really at 
ease. The rally car class, under 1600cc 
fell to Alan Faulkner with his borrowed 
Mini and Ron Aiken easily beat Bev 
Walton in the over 1600cc class. 


BTD: M. Turpin (Turpin Special), 79.2secs. 

Cless winners: P. Wilson (Mini), 86.2s; G. Whyte 
(Mini), 91.6s; D. Humphrey (Mini), 83.18; P. Bell 
(Mini), 84.2s; T. Smith (Mini-Ford), 80.7s; A. Faulk- 
ner (Mini-Cooper), 88.88; R. Aiken (Escort), 86.7s. 
Ladies: Mrs L. Cowcill (Escort), 90.9s. 
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Sportscar 


Niven takes BP trophy 


The BP Trophy race meeting at Inglis- 
ton on Sunday last provided ample 
interest for spectators, with an eight 
race programme run by the Scottish 
Motor Racing Club plus a well support- 
ed Concours d’elegance and parade of 
Veteran and Vintage Cars organised by 
the Royal Scottish Automobile Club. In 
ideal weather, the special saloons raced 
for the BP trophy, Doug Niven in the 
Border Reivers Racing with Scotch 
Beef Escort, took the honours from 
Walter Robertson and Bill Dryden in 
Escort and Vauxhall Firenza. 

The meeting opened with the small 
special saloons, the ten-lap heat having 
Ian Forrest ease the Drambuie Imp 
away from the Stiletto of Ricky Gauld, 
while an almighty tussle went on for 
third place which Duncan Fisher in his 
Fraser Imp annexed on the road (al- 
though penalised for a push start) Mal- 
colm Bell (Imp) and Roy Knowles 
(Horne' Imp) actually contested third in 
a nail-biting squabble, some way ahead 
of the Imp of Jim McGaughey and the 
ATS version of W. G. Thomson. 

The big saloons next featured Doug 
Niven thundering his Escort off into the 
lead with the Sportstune Accessories 
Escort of Walter Robertson and Bill 
Dryden in the SMT/Tolemans Firenza 
pounding immediately behind. This trio 
maintained station throughout their 
ten-laps, pulling well ahead of "im Dry- 
den, going well in his re-acquired MAE 
Longman Mini, who got the better of 
Colin Simpson in the Agra Precision 
Engineering Escort before pulling out, 
and leaving Simpson to be over- 
whelmed by the Mini Cooper ‘S’ of the 
ebullient Jim Pinkerton. 

The final, run over fifteen laps was 
virtually a repeat of the heat positions, 
Niven taking command, and nothing 
Robertson or Bill Dryden could do, 
would oust him. Such was their pace 
that Jim Dryden in fourth place, was a 
lap in arrears with 1-litre class victor Ian 
Forrest in a well driven fifth place 
despite the efforts of Simpson in the 
Agra Escort who had a lonely race after 
Duncan Fisher disappeared in the Fra- 
ser Imp. 

With only the FF2000 Hawke DL16 
of Stu Lawson appearing, he was incor- 
porated with the Sports and Clubman 
cars in their 25 lap event. David Philp 
now with an engine back in the Dalg- 
lish/Baillie Chevron B26/31 seized the 
lead on the opening lap from the Mogil 
Chevron B31/36 driven by Tony Char- 
nell, whose car showed evidence of a 
brush with something solid. This situa- 
tion lasted until the leader had a wheel 
break up at the hairpin, Lawrence Ja- 
cobson in his Cuthbertson Dairies 
Chevron assuming the lead but pres- 
sured by Richard Mallock as Charnell 
attempted to cope with a broken engine 
frame which caused the car to acceler- 
ate on its own, out of right hand cor- 
ners! Up front, Mallock’s attentions 
paid off as he took the flag and Richard 
Morgan in sixth place claimed the bot- 
tle of champagne being leader of this 
round of the Northern Clubmans 
Champagne Championship. 

David Leslie (Royale RP24) set his 
seal on the somewhat processional 
Formula Ford 12 lapper, leading the 
favourite for this event, Stu Lawson 
(Edinburgh Flying Services Hawke 
DL17) by about 2secs throughout. 
Some way behind George Franchitti in 
his Mitchell’s Soft Drinks Hawke DL17 
had to wait until half-distance to over- 
come the Royale RP21 of Cameron 
Binnie who had a push start penalty 
which downgraded him to sixth place at 
the flag. Duncan Hall had an unaccus- 
tomed gearbox breakage with his 
Hawke DL17 elevating Bernard Hunter 
(Van Diemen) and Roy Low (Crosslé 
25F) into fourth and fifth spots. 
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Just imagine it; Stuart McCrudden went to y Ingliston with his garish Geeta and beat the 
local drivers on home soil. 


A somewhat depleted Libre field saw 
little of Norman Dickson who really set 
the heather on fire from pole position in 
a demonstration run with his Gleneagle 
Helicopters March 722, knocking down 
the lap record. Andy Barton held sec- 
ond place throughout in the Sana, but 
Iain McLaren had a troubled session 
with an overheating Chevron B35 really 
getting it all together after being passed 
by Andy Smith in the S&S Rallying 
Mallock Mk17 and by the Ensign of 
Ted Dzierzek, to retrieve his somewhat 
distant third place. Charlie Munro kept 
his Chevron B35/29 in sixth place and 
ex-superstocks driver Jim Stevenson 
managed seventh in this company with 
his Mallock U2 Mk17B with which he 
had earlier gained fourth in the Club- 
mans event. 

No doubt having heard of Ray 
Moore’s and Alan Minshaw’s successes 
with Commodores at Ingliston, Stuart 
McCrudden brought along the gaily 
decorated Team Imagine/Iron-ons Opel 
Commodore and emulated their action, 
backed up by Ray Moore in second 


place which he gained from the 3-litre 
Capri of Rod Birley. Behind, Graham 
Birrell did wonders with the Opel Ka- 
dett GTE in fourth place, secure from 
the attentions of Andrew Jeffrey, who 
delighted the grandstand with his tail 
sliding Triumph Dolomite Sprint in the 
Hope Scott Garage Colours who had 
the Kadett of Ralph Halley held at bay 
for the production saloon 12-lapper. 

Ten modsports faced the starter for 
the final event and were led throughout 
by John Fyda in the fleet Agra Elan, 
who had the measure of the Davrian of 
John Kirk with Derek Palmer in third 
place until his Elan shed some vital 
pieces, his stop, elevating Ken Shade in 
his well driven Lotus Seven. Alas his oil 
pressure escalated, and he bequeathed 
his place to Brian Stevenson driving the 
G&M 1 litre Davrian who managed to 
hold off the Lotus Europa of Jim Hall 
who had earlier disposed of Ritchies 
Davrian. 


BILL HENDERSON 


BP Trophy Race For Special Saloons up to 1000cc (Heat one) (10 laps): 1, lan Forrest (Imp), 9m 36.48, 
64.33mph; 2, Ricky Gauld (Sunbeam Stiletto), 9m 40.8s; 3, Malcolm Bell (Chrysler Imp); 9m 48.0s; 4, Roy 
Knowles (imp), 9m 48.78; 5, Duncan Fisher (Fraser Imp), 9m 54.68; 6, Jim McGaughey (Hillman Imp), 9m 
56.8s. Fastest lap: Forrest, 56.2s, 65.98mph. 

BP Trophy Race for Special Saloons over 1000cc (Heat two) (10 laps): 1, Doug Niven (Ford Escort 
BDG), 8m 42.0s, 71.03 mph; 2, Walter Robertson (2.0 Ford Escort), 8m 42.2s; 3, Bill Dryden (Vauxhall Firenza 
Ecosse), 8m 42.88; 4, Jim Pinkerton (1.3 Mini Cooper ‘S’), 9m 37.3s. 1000cc to 1300cc: 1, Pinkerton; 2, 
Rogerson; 3, Norman Whitmey (1.3 Mini-Cooper ‘S'). Fastest lap: Jim Dryden (1.3 MAE Longman Mini), 
55.48, 66.93mph. Over 1300cce: 1, Niven; 2, Robertson; 3, Dryden. Fastest lap: Robertson, 51.0s, 72.71mph. 
BP Trophy Race for Special Saloons (Final) 15 laps): 1, Niven, 13m 00.7s, 71.22mph; 2, Robertson, 13m 
02.48; 3, Bill Dryden, 13m 06.08; 4, Jim Dryden (14 laps). Up to 1000ce: 1, Forrest; 2, Ricky Gauld; 3. Malcoim 
Bell. Fasteat lap: Forrest, 55.48, 66.93mph. 1000-1300cc: 1, Jim Dryden, 2, Jim Pinkerton, 3, Rogerson. 
Fastest lap: Dryden, 55.4s, 66.93mph. Over 1300cc: 1, Niven; 2, Robertson; 3, Bill Dryden. Fastest lap: 
Robertson, 50.6s, 73.78mph. 

Formula Ford 2000/Sports Cars (25 laps): 1, Richard Mallock (Mallock U2 Mk18B), 20m 53.0s, 
73.98mph; 2, Laurence Jacobsen (Chevron B23), 21m 04.8s; 3, John Mackie (Gryphon T/C), 21m 31.0s; 4, 
Jim Stevenson (Mallock U2 17B), (24 laps). Clubman Cars: 1, Mallock; 2, Mackie; 3, Stevenson. Fastest lap: 
Mallock, 49.2s, 75.57mph. (Equals record). Sports: 1, Jacobsen; (no other finishers). Fastest lap: David 
Philp (Chevron 826/31), 48.2s, 76.93mph. 

Formula Ford (12 laps): 1, David Leslie (Royale-Scholar RP24), 10m 48.s, 68.67mph; 2, Stu Lawson 
(Hawke-Smith DL17), 10m 49.6s; 3, George Franchitti (Hawke-Minister DL17), 10m 59.6s; 4, Bernard Hunter 
(Van-Diemen-Scholar), 11m 06.6s; 5, Roy Low (Crossie 25F), 11m 08.0s; 6, Cameron Binnie (Royale-Minister 
RP21), 11m 11.3s. Fastest lap: Leslie and Franchitti, 53.2s, 71mph. 

Shell Race for Production Saloons (12 laps): 1, Stuart McCrudden (2.8 Opel Commodore GSE), 12m 
45.0s, 58.16mph; 2, Ray Moore (2.8 Ope! Commodore GSE), 12m 50.2s; 3, Rod Birley (3.0 Ford Capri), 12m 
50.68; 4, Graham Birrell (1.9 Opel Kadett GTE),12m 57.0s. Over 2000ce: 1, McCrudden; 2, Moore; 3, Birley. 
Fastest lap: McCrudden; 62.7s, 59.14mph. Up to 2000ce: 1, Birrell; 2, Jeffrey; 3, Halley. Fastest lap: Birrell, 
63.4s, 58.49mph. 

The Heron Race for Libre Cars (15 laps): 1, Norman Dickson (2.0 March 722), 11m 34.1s, 80.13mph; 2, 
Andy Barton (2.0 Sana), 11m 47.1s; 3, lain McLaren (Chevron B35), 14 laps; 4, Andy Smith (Mailock Mk17), 
14 laps; 5, Ted Dzierzek (2.0 Ensign LN4), 14 laps; 6, Charlie Munro (Chevron B25/29), 14 laps. Fastest lap: 
Dickson, 45.5s, 81.49mph (Outright record). 

Modsports (12 laps): 1, John Fyda (1.7 Agra Elan), 10m 40.5s, 69.46mph; 2, John Kirk (1.3 Davrian), 10m 
44.08; 3, Brian Stevenson (1.0 Davrian), 11m 31.68; 4, Jim Hall (1.8 Lotus Europa), 11m 35.0s.Up to 1300ce: 
1, Kirk; 2, Stevenson; 3, Ritchie. Fastest lap: Kirk, 52.6s, 70.49mph. Over 1300ce: 1, Fyda; 2, Hall; 3, T. M. 
Brough (MGB/GT Turbo). Fastest lap: Fyda, 52.2s, 71.03mph. 


Almost a 
big shock 


Raily driver Bill Liddle very nearly 
gave the autocross fraternity a nasty 
shock when he came within an ace of 
scoring fastest time of the day down at 
Wimborne, Dorset last Sunday when 
Dudsbury CC had an entry of 55 for 
their event at Hanbury Farm. Liddle, 
driving his RS2000 set a quicker time 
than George Warren, in his rally- 
cross/autocross special, but unluckily 
for him struck a penalty marker and he 
could only count a time of 2m 4.3s 
which left him an easy class winner but 
only fourth fastest. 

On a course which lasted well, except 
for one corner, Warren collected BTD 
on his first run with 2:2.8 and he was 
closely challenged in the final reckoning 
by Clive Trueman (1300 Escort) and 
Trevor Smith (1-litre Mini) both of 
whom recorded 2:3.7. 

In the other classes Ivan Gill had no 
trouble in taking the small capacity 
Mini class by 4secs and Tony Gover 
(1400 Mini) handsomely beat David 
Baskerville (1450 Mini) in the other 
front engined fwd class. In a meagre 
rear engined class Graham Hoare 
turned up with his VW, found it had no 
gears so nipped home and returned 
with his .cad car and Wuu the ias. (com 
his father by almost 4secs. 

In the other Escort class, Jeff George 
headed Les Lock by 2.6secs and best of 
the half dozen specials was Jeff Haw- 
kins Mini-Jem which headed Dave 
Hopkins’ Lovlo by 4secs. To complete a 
fine day for the Liddle family Bill’s 
sister Sally was named personality of 
the meeting. She turned up with a Mk 1 
Cortina but thoroughly enjoyed herself 


on the way to a time of 2:46.1. 

BTD: G. Warren (Escort), 2m 2.8s. 

Class winners: |. Gill (Mini), 2m 8.08; C. Trueman 
(Escort), 2m 3.78; G. Hoare (VW), 2m 17.88; T. 
Smith (Mini), 2m 3.78; J. George (Escort), 2m 5.38; 
J. Hawkins (Mini-Jem), 2m 10.98; B. Liddle (Escort), 
2m 4.38. Novice: Roger Finch (Escort), 2m 12.6s. 


West’s fifth 
from seven 


Mini driver Philip West continues to 
lead the ANWCC autocross champion- 
ship after scoring his fifth win from 
seven rounds at the Park Hall circuit 
last Sunday. 

West has a nine point lead over 
David Stott and is 14 points clear of 
Mike Spray, both of whom are still in 
contention following their fourth class 
victories on Sunday. 

A first run time of 100.9s gave John 
Rowlance BTD with his 1380 Mini and 
nobody got within one and a half 
seconds of him. Of the other classes, 
Ian Semple again defeated Dick Keen 
in the up to 1300cc Escort/Anglia class 
and Howard Murray took his TVR to a 
convincing class win when thrust among 


the big-engined Escorts. 

BRD: J. Rowlance (Mini), 100,9s. 

Class winners: P. West (Mini), 109.58; |. Semple 
(Escort), 105.3s; P. Futers (Mini), 107.48; H. Murray 
(TVR), 105.18; D. Stott (Mini), 102.68; M. Spray 
(Cooper), 108.5s. Novice: A. Hunt (imp), 119.2. 
Ladies: Mrs M. Woodcock (Mini), 117.78. 


@ Longton & District MC have a 
commanding lead in the ShellSport 
Inter Club League with 500 points to 
Spring Hill CC’s 309. Third, with 288 
points, is Clitheroe & District MC. 
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Waterlogged Lydden 


Against all odds the “750 Motor Club 
struggled through their seven-race 
meeting at Lydden on Sunday. A vio- 
lent storm just after the first race 
delayed proceedings for an hour and a 
half, and even then part of Chessons 
Drift was under six inches of water and 
subject to single file traffic! 

Ian Marshall’s Macinnes Amcron Lo- 
tus Europa had an easy win in the 
opening modsports race as the only 
possible threat Adrian Yates-Smith 
(Porsche 911S) gradually dropped back 
on the greasy surface. 

All subsequent races were cut to just 
five laps in order to give everyone a 
race, but the treacherous conditions 
made little difference to Roland Nix 
(Wessex Special) who virtually made 
sure of the 750 Formula Championship 
with a flag to flag win over the dicing 
Simon Fry (DNCST) and Dick Harvey 
(Darvi Mk4). Richard Stephens (Jerric 
IIIC) did well to take fourth after being 
seventh on the first lap. 

Main F1300 Championship contend- 
ers, Graham Kay, John Law and Paul 
Webb withdrew from their race after 
adventurous warm up laps. John Harri- 
son (Mallock U211B) kept it on the 
island just, while early leader Andrew 
Nimmo (Warp Nine) did not, to take 
full points ahead of Tim Barry (Tim- 
Cat) and Dick Miller (Centaur 14). 

Tony Howard (Crosslé 30F) held 
pole ahead of a full grid of Formula 
Fords, but it was the smart Hawke 
DL19 of Martin Watson which took the 
lead and pulled out some twelve sec- 
onds advantage over Howard during 
the five laps. Len Marchant (Brabham 
BT21/28) and Chris Springham (Royale 
RP21) duelled over third and fourth 
spot but finished in that order while 
David Wigdor (Image FF2B) fell away 
from these two and retired after three 
laps. 

The race winning Wessex Special, 
this time in the hands of its previous 
owner, Chris Hague, had no trouble in 
taking the 750 Formula consolation 
event once Mick Harris (Darvi Mk4) 
had been delayed with a quick rotation 
coming out of the elbow. 

There was more drama when the 
Special Saloons lined up as Brian Leon- 
ard’s (Anglia V8) caught fire and had to 
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The Leyland Mini 1275 Challenge is 
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days. Witness Roger Saunder’s who has even learned to lift two wheels in his 
attempt to keep Steve Soper and Malc Leggate at bay. 


be quickly dealt with. Ed Punt led away 
in the familiar BDG Escort and had the 
race well and truly won until a misun- 
derstanding (see Sports Extra) put him 
in the pits with only two hundred yards 
left. Alan Humberstone’s evil looking 
Imp-Ford took a surprise win with Roy 
Marsh (1.0 Mini) coming up well to 
take second place and a class win, just 
ahead of Fred Hendy’s smoothly driven 
class winning 850 Imp. 

Wil Arif’s Brookside Garden Centre 
FF2000 Reynard had no trouble in the 
Libre sprint, coming home ahead of 
Bruce West’s Royale Super Vee and 
Cliff Davies’ Hawke DL15 Formula 


Ford. 
PAUL HARMER 


Modsports (12 laps): 1, lan Marshall (1.6 Lotus 
Europa) 11m 13.2, 64.17mph; 2, Adrian Yates-Smith 
(2.2 Porsche 9118S); 3, John Lock (2.2 Porsche 
911E). Fastest lap: Marshall 54.6, 65.93mph. 

Reliant 750 Formula Championship (5 laps): 1, 
Roland Nix (Wessex Special) 4m 49.8, 62.11mph; 2, 
Simon Fry (DNCS5T); 3, Dick Harvey (Darvi Mk4); 4, 
Richard Stephens (Jerric IIIC); 5, Sebastian Kent 
(DNC); 6, Mike Street (Mongoose). Fastest lap: Nix 
57.0, 63.16mph. 

Atlas Photography F1300 (5 laps): 1, John 
Harrison (Mallock U2-11B) 5m 26.4, 55.15mph; 2, 
Tim Barry (TimCat); 3, Dick Miller (Centaur 14); 4, 
Chris Kite (ERM); 5, John Palmer (JEP 1C); 6, 
Richard Hardwell (Wells Mk2) 4 laps. Fastest lap: 
Harrison 59.4, 60.61mph. 

H Clarkson Formula Ford Trophy (5 laps): 1, 
Martin Watson (Hawke-Scholar DL19) 4m 45.2, 
63.11mph; 2, Tony Howard (Crossié-Flint 30F); 3, 
Len Marchant (Brabham-Scholar BT21/28); 4, Chris 
Springham (Royale-Scholar AP21); 5, Graham 
Fuller (Royale-Minister RP24); 6, Steve Coen (Rey- 
nard-Brensec FSB77). Fastest lap: Watson, 55.6, 
64.75mph. 

Reliant 750 Formula Consolation (5 japs): 1, 
Chris Hague (Wessex Special) 5m 05.6, 58.90mph; 
2, Mick Harris (Darvi Mk4); 3, Keith Wilkinson (Arcos 
Mk7); 4, Tim Jones (DNC Mké6); 5, lan Paimer 
(Reliant); 6, Don Baker (Gerrell Mk1). Fastest lap: 
Harris 58.6, 61.43mph. 

Special Sajoons (5 laps): 1, Alan Humberstone 
(1.3 Imp-Ford) 4m 36.0, 65.22mph; 2, Roy Marsh 
(1.0 Mini); 3, Fred Hendy (850 Hillman Imp); 4, Gary 
Streat (1.3 Mini); 5, Mike Scott (1.0 Ford Anglia); 6, 
Derce Mercer (1.3 Mini). Up to 850ce: 1, Hendy 4m 
42.6, 63.69mph; 2 Stewart Fowler (850 Mini); 3, 
Colin Carpenter (850 Mini). Fastest lap: Hendy 
55.2, 65.22mph. Up to 1000ce: 1, Marsh 4m 42.0, 
63.83mph; 2, Scott; 3, Alan Pearce (1.0 Mini) 
Fastest lap: Marsh 54.0, 66.67mph. Up to 1300ce: 
1, Humberstone, as overall; 2, Streat; 3, Mercer. 
Fastest lap: Humberstone 53.4, 67.42mph. Over 
1300cc: No finishers, Fastest lap: Ed Punt (2.0 
Ford Escort BDG), 52.2, 68.97mph. 

Formule Libre (5 laps): 1, Wil Arif (2.0 Reynard 
SF77 Ford) 4m 16.4, 70.20mph; 2, Bruce West (1.6 
Royale-VW RP18A); 3, Clifford Davies (1.6 Hawke- 
Ford DL15); 4, Tony Howard (1.6 Crossié-Ford 30F); 
5, Chris Springham (1.6 Royaie-Ford RP21); 6, John 
Ayres (1.6 Rostron-Ford CT3). Fastest lap: Arif, 


50.2; 71.71mph. 
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Barrogill Angus drove meeting sponsor Jimmy Jack's Imp in magnificent style to 


smash the class record at Fintray. 


Campbell’s second 
Fintray in a row 


Driving his John Young Brabham, Jim 
Campbell won his second successive 
Fintray Hillclimb on Sunday, August 8. 
In doing so he moved into joint first 
place in the Grampian Television-sup- 
ported Scottish Hillclimb Champion- 
ship alongside Norrie Galbraith in his 
Clydesdale Retread Tyres Mallock U2. 

Second, in this Aberdeen & District 
MC event was Galbraith and third was 
Charles Munro in the Jack Crane Hire 
Chevron B25. But the record breakers 
were the inimitable Barrogill Angus 
who pedalled Jimmy Jack’s Imp up the 
hill in remarkable three wheel, opposite 
lock style to smash Bob Leckie’s 1973 
record by 0.3sec, and Donald Laing, 
following in father’s footsteps, flew the 
faithful family Cooper S to record 
36.74s. 

Doug Riach, despite running-in his 
Precision Engine Services Imp, easily 
won the 1-litre road saloon class and 
Bill Lord (MK1 RS2000) was only 
0.36sec away from the record in the big 
class. Second was Neil Rodger in his 
Lotus Cortina and third was rally driver 
David Gillanders, taking a more racing 
line than usual, in his English of 
Bournemouth Mk2 RS2000. The sur- 
prise here was George Robinson, who 
beat Andrew Smith, the owner of the 
Dolomite Sprint they were both driv- 
ing, into fourth place, and that, no 
doubt, did Mr Robinson’s chances of 
getting another drive no good at all! 
Almost retired racing driver Andrew 
Goodfellow took out his huge Pontiac 
GTO and treated the many spectators 
to some beautiful tyre-smoking starts 
and power turns round the hairpin, but 
Fintray wasn’t built with American 
monsters in mind... . 

It’s getting almost a bore to report 
that David Milne once again was the 
fastest road car driver in his Lotus 7 (for 
the sixth successive championship 
event) and he retained his third place in 
the series. 


Ian Smillie, making a welcome return 
to the hill where he made his debut 
(didn’t realise he was as old as the hill!), 
had painful clutch troubles in the Terra- 
pin which he shared with Brian 
McLuckie and they struggled to keep 
Les Jones’s Cymru Vixen in sight. 

The most determined man at Finrtay 
was Jim Campbell who was in devastat- 
ing form. Not even the bionic gear- 
changes of Norrie Galbraith could take 
back those precious fractions of a sec- 
ond and the statistics look pretty inter- 
esting with two rounds still to go: Jim 
won the first Kinkell climb; then Norrie 
won Rumster and both Doune climbs; 
both Fintrays have fallen to Jim, and 
only Rumster and Kinkell remain. 


JACK DAVIDSON 


1, Jim Campbell* (Brabham), 31.088; 2, Norrie 
Galbraith (Mallock U2), 31.49; 3, Charlies Munro 
(Chevron B25), 32.44; 4, Jim Sword (JASAG), 
32.80; 5, Graham Sword (JASAG), 33.61; 6, Barro- 
gill Angus* (Hillman Imp), 33.82; 7, Les Jones* 
(Cymru Vixen), 34.14; 8, Tom MacMillan (Mallock 
U2), 34.53; 9, John Whyte" (Cooper S), 35.03; 10, 
Jimmy Jack (Hillman imp), 35.07. 

Class winners*: Doug Riach (Hillman Imp),38.03; 
Donald Laing (Cooper S), 36.74; Bill Lord (RS2000), 
36.94; Hugh Keir (TR6), 38.90; Grainger Robertson 
(MG Midget), 37.59; David Milne (Lotus 7), 36.28; 
Bob Kerr (Jaguar XK120), 39.06. 


ShellSport 
Gold Stars 


South African Formula Fordster Trevor 
van Rooyen and Royston special saloon 
star Peter Baldwin are jointly leading 
the ShellSport Gold Star Awards list 
with 19 wins to their credit. Close 
behind, on 17 wins, is Brampton’s Da- 
vid Farrer, one point ahead of last 
year’s winner, Nick Whiting. 

1, Baldwin and van Rooyen, 19; 3, Farrer, 17; 4, 
Whiting, 16; 5, John Homewood, 14; 6, Dud Mose- 


ley, 13; 7, Tony Sugden, John Kirk and Paul 
Sieeman, 12. 
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Tony Merridale on his way to BTD at the Green Belt MC autocross in the Team Esso Uniflo Escort. 


Merridale well ahead in top class 


Successfully joining forces, Green Belt 
MC and Roding CC attracted a strong 
entry of 72 competitors to their first 
joint venture in autocross last Sunday 
down at Jenkins Farm, Navestock, near 
Brentwood. The meeting was blessed 
with fair weather and there were no 
major incidents. 

The best of the class battles was 
among the 11 competitors in the over 
1600cc class for rally cars where Simon 
Nice initially led the class in his 2-litre 
Escort but he was pipped at the post by 
Geoff Bartram in an 1800cc Escort, the 
margin being a mere 0.5secs. 

In the first.class, for Minis up to 
870cc, Tim Fraser took the award beat- 


ing Dennis Pettit by just over 2 secs and 
in the class for Minis to 1-litre the 
winner, predictably, was Ian Thomson 
with his very rapid machine who head- 
ed a class of 13 by more than 4secs. In 
the up to 1300cc class, for Minis, there 
was a healthy entry of a dozen and 
Keith West came out on top ahead of 
David Watson, the margin being a 
fraction below 2 secs. 

The next class was a mixed bag with a 
Spitfire, Escort and four Alfa Romeos 
contesting the award and it was the 
Escort, in the hands of John O’Shea 
who headed the Spitfire of Terry Fish- 
er. The day’s biggest class produced the 
outright winner. This was the popular 


Tipping 
up at 
Blackbushe 


A small entry of 84 karts was received 
for Camberley Kart Club’s meeting at 
Blackbushe on Sunday but this did not 
detract from some close racing. Unfor- 
tunately, however, some unusually 
poor driving was seen, in one case at 
least resulting in a nasty shunt. The 
largest entry was received, not surpris- 
ingly, for the 100 National class and 
after an exciting battle for the top 
places local driver Guy Tipping took a 
well-judged victory on his Eagle-Arrow 
from Terry Lilley’s Mamba-Parilla. Rae 
Davis took a superb win in the 250 final 
on his immaculate Zip-Yami while 
other good wins were scored by Joe 
Sullivan (210 class) and Messrs Percy, 


Mellish, Bland and Long (100 classes). 

100 National ‘B’: 1, J. Percy (Sprint-K88); 2, M 
Jordan (Taifun-K88); 3, Carolynn Grant-Sale (Mam- 
ba-Parilla): 

Junior: 1, Dave Mellish (Bariotti-K88); 2, John 
Herbert (Zip-K77); 3, P Speliward (Zip-K77). 

Mac/Britt: 1, B. Bland (Zip-T70); 2, Stephen 
Bierrum (Corniche-Goff); 3, N. Care (Zip-T70). 

250: 1,Rae Davis (Zip-Yami); 2, M. Wood (Zip- 
Yamaha); 3, C. Brown (Barlotti-Yami). 

210: 1, Joe Sullivan (Solar-Upton); 2, Dennis 
Smith (Barlotti-Berton); 3, P. Tooms (Barlotti-Upton). 

100 International: 1, D. Long (Bird-K77); lan 
Ross-Johnson (Zip-Parilia), 3, J. Burleton (Zip- 
Arrow). 

100 Nationa! ‘A’: 1, Guy Tipping (Eagle-Arrow); 2, 
Terry Lilley (Mamba-Parilla); 3, M@. Conway (Deavin- 
son-Parilla). 


56 


Retirement 
rate high 


A very tight second half and some very 
tricky parts of South Wales was a prob- 
able cause for only 12 crews to finish 
last weekend’s Nock Rally run by the 
Vale of Cothi MC. 

Sponsored yet again by Llandeilo 
Service Station the event attracted 108 
starters and was a round of the Welsh 
Road Rally Championship. In an 
unusual situation with very few crews 
managing to finish it appeared that a 
great many people had not read the 
regulations properly. 

Not unnaturally the winners were a 
local crew, Clive Bowen/John Thomas 
in their Escort who completed the 
trimmed 120-mile route with the loss of 
59m 49s. In second place, only 7secs 
behind, were Laurence Jones/Peter 
Watts in an RS2000 with the similar car 
of Jeff Kitney/Alan McCann third. The 
remaining crews to finish, their penal- 
ties not entirely agreed upon as we went 
to press were: 4, John Griffiths/Dennis 
Osborne (Avenger); 5, Theo Bengry/ 
Paul Waskins (Opel Kadett); 6, Eric 
Davies/David Jones (RS1800); 7, Ken 
Jones/Eric Card (Mini); 8, Chris War- 
wick/Geoff Harris (Mini); 9, Ray Tur- 
ner/Peter Mercer (Mini); 10, Lyn 
Rogers/Paul Hartnell (Anglia); 11, 
Alec Kay/Brian Lunn (Escort); 12, Ni- 
gel Barrett/H. Davies (Escort). 


over 1600cc class and here Tony Merri- 
dale took off very smartly and did 1m 
28.6s on his second run to leave the rest 
of the class behind by 10secs. 

This left the class to Danny Spencer 
in his Escort who headed Alan Jones, in 
another Escort, by 1.4secs. With nei- 
ther of the winners of the Specials or 
the small capacity rally car class able to 
challenge seriously for a very fast time 
Ian Thomson, with 1:31.4 was second 


fastest of the day. 

BTD: T. Merridale (Escort), 1m 28.6s. 

Class winners: T. Fraser (Mini), 1m 37.5s; |. 
Thomson (Mini), 1m 31.48; K. West (Mini), 1m 32.8s; 
J. O'Shea (Escort), 1m 40.88; D. Spencer (Escort), 
1m 38.68; C. Ayres (Half-a-Mo), 1m 37.0s; V. Janicki 
(Mini), 1m 53.38; G, Bartram (Escort), 1m 40.3s. 


BIRDA 
series final 
on Sunday 


Woolbridge MC host the final of the 
BTRDA autocross championship on 
their 40-acre site at Ridgway, near 
Weymouth, on Sunday and more than 
80 competitors will be chasing substan- 
tial prize money and the AC/Westwood 
trophy for the 1977 overall champion. 

After the qualifying rounds in the 
three regions only five drivers go into 
the final with maximum scores. They 
are: Jeff Hawkins (Mini-Jem); Dimi 
Mavropoulos (Escort), Phil Wilson 
(870 Mini), Terry Smith (1650 Mini- 
Ford) and Ron Aiken (2-litre Escort). 
However, irrespective of points scored 
in the qualifying rounds each class win- 
ner starts the final with ten points with 
the second place driver with nine etc. 
At the conclusion of the three compul- 
sory runs those with maximum scores 
will run off for the overall champion- 
ship on the unual plus-or-minus basis, 
dependent on the fastest time achieved 
in each respective class. 

Once again the Woolbridge Club will 
be running their parade through Wey- 
mouth on Saturday afternoon and there 
will be a barbeque on the eve of the 
meeting which many of the leading 
drivers hope to attend. 


SPOrtSCald Rests fa SE SE 


Liandudno 
attracts a 


| good entry 


Running the first Autotest for many 
years between the walls of the West 
Shore Promenade, Llandudno, were 
the North Wales CC on August 10 
when they had a good entry of 20 
starters. 

The co-promoted event saw the ex- 
pected battle between Ken Jones (Coo- 
per S) and Gwyn Williams (1275GT) 
both from the Caernarvonshire & An- 
glesey MC, finishing less than 2secs 
apart and 13secs ahead of the only 
Special in the event, the strange looking 
Frogeye Sprite of John Collinge. 

The classes were not the usual Auto- 
test classes, with Minis comprising class 
one, cars with engines over the driven 
wheels in class two—although there 
were no starters—sports cars in class 
three (just two starters) a very healthy 
class of cars of conventional type, in- 
cluding the very spectacular Alfa Ro- 
meo Giulia Sprint, and a single entry in 
the specials class 5. 


Overall: Ken Jones (Cooper S), 140.8s. 

Class winners: Gwyn Williams (Mini 1275 GT), 
142.5; Richard Jones (MGB GT), 326.5; Douglas 
Dobb (Alfa Romeo Sprint), 182.9; John Collinge 
(Sprite Special), 155.2. Novice: Trevor Marshall 
(Cooper S), 187.0. Lady: Jody Ashworth (Clubman), 
216.0. 


Stephens on 
top in Shaw 


Heavy rain midway through the after- 
noon drastically altered conditions at 
Branston, near Burton on Trent last 
Sunday at the Wolverhampton & South 
Staffs CC’s Val Shaw production car 
trial but, after a tremendous start in 
which he dropped no marks on the first 
round, Mike Stephens had a big enough 
cushion and he ran out the winner on 
index and also had the day’s lowest 
total in this RAC Championship event. 

The heavy rain proved to be to the 
advantage of Geoff Spencer in his Coo- 
per for after initially being 42 marks 
adrift, after the first round, he pulled 
back steadily for the rest of the day and 
ended up on 19 marks behind the 
Mexico man and second overall (on 
index), ahead of Roger Bricknell who 
made the long journey from Devon to 
defend his lead in the championship. 

The battle for second place in Class 
1, behind Spencer, was between Stuart 
Caley and Nick Pollitt, the former get- 
ting the award by seven marks. In Class 
2 Dennis Wells and his old rival Ste- 
phen Courts, both in Skodas, tried hard 
to stay with Bricknell’s Anglia Estate 
but lost out by a little and Wells pipped 
Courts by four marks. 

With Mike Hinde suffering a broken 
driveshaft on his Elan on only the 
second hill, the sports car class was 
thrown wide open and Malcolm Brown 
took full advantage in his Sprite and 
beat Jim Loveday (Midget) by nine 
marks, With Stephens out of the way 
from Class 4 Peter Shale, Dave Carr 
and son Robert Carr engaged in a fine 
duel for the places in their Imps and 
Stilettos and father Carr inched home 
by one mark from Shale with his son 
third. The young Carr tied with Bob 
Gilhooley in another Imp, but collected 


third on a tie decider. 

Overall: M. Stephens (Mexico), 60 marks lost. 

Class winners: G. Spencer (Cooper), 79 marks; 
R. Bricknell (Anglia Estate), 95 marks; M. Brown 
(Sprite), 122 marks; D. Carr (imp), 111 marks; J. 
Ludford (Imp), 94 marks. Novice: Eddie Webb 
(Escort), 172 marks. Ladies: Mrs Sue Piper (Es- 
cort), 201 marks 
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MG: a EN! weekend sport 


BRANDS HATCH 


G8 field heads 
Holiday programme 


The major British meeting on Monday 
is the BRSCC’s event at Brands Hatch. 
Feature race is the 11th round of the 
ShellSport International series and sup- 
porting races are for the RAC Tri- 
centrol British Saloon Car champion- 
ship, Townsend Thoresen FF1600, 
Capital Radio prodsaloons, Soda- 
Stream Sports 2000 and ShellSport 
Escorts. The Group 8 race over 40 laps 
of the GP circuit has attracted a fabu- 
lous entry and shouldn’t be missed by 
the true enthusiast. Formula One cars 
are entered for Derek Bell (Penske), 
Emilio de Villota (McLaren), series- 
leader Tony Trimmer and Divina 
Galica (Surtees TS19s), Brian McGuire 
(McGuire) and Derek Cook (Hesketh) 
which take on the 3.4-litre brigade of 
Guy Edwards and Val Musetti 
(Marches); the latter flying in from 
Canada for the occasion; and Mike 
Wilds in the ex-Purley Chevron spon- 
sored by Templar Tillers. Formula Two 
cars will be driven by Tony Rouff, 
Danny Sullivan, Ray Mallock, Alo 
Lawler, Norman Dickson, Gregg 
Young and Wink Bancroft amongst 
others. Bruce Allison hopes to be back 
in his 5-litre Chevron and he, along 
with Damien Magee and Keith Hol- 
land, will uphold the honour of the 
F5000 machines. Practice is on Sunday 
as are two heats and a final of the 
Dunlop ‘Star of Tomorrow’ FF1600 
series starting at noon. Practice on 
Monday begins at 9am with racing from 
2pm. 


SILVERSTONE 


The Bentley Drivers’ Club stage their 
annual race meeting at Silverstone on 
Saturday. The programme includes 
scratch races for Bentleys of all ages, 
handicap races for vintage Bentleys, 
Vauxhalls. Lagondas and newer Bent- 
leys and scratch events for Morgans, 
ACs and historic sports cars. Racing 
starts at 12.45pm following morning 
practice. 


MALLORY PARK 


The BRSCC Midland Centre organise a 
six-race meeting at the Midlands circuit 
on Sunday. Included in the programme 
are events for Lord’s Taverners FF2000 
contenders, Century Supreme special 
saloons, modsports, FF1600, one-litre 
special saloons and historic sports cars. 
Gerry Marshall has put in an entry in 
the last race with his 4.2-litre Sunbeam 
Tiger. Practice is from 9.30am, racing 
from 2pm. 


SNETTERTON 


The BRSCC East Anglian centre pro- 
mote a busy eight-race meeting at the 
Norfolk circuit on Sunday with support 
from Anglia TV and Radio Orwell. The 
main races are for the British Radio 
Production Saloon championship, the 


Anglia TV Trophy (production sports 
cars) and include a round of the Town- 
send Thoresen FF1600 series. Support- 
ing races cater for Mini 850s, special 
saloons and ‘Girls Only’ ShellSport 
Escorts. Practice starts at 9.30am.with 
racing at 2pm. ; 


CADWELL PARK 


The VSCC take over Cadwell on Sun- 
day for one of their nostalgic vintage 
car meetings. The main races are the 
John Holland Trophy (vintage racing 
cars) the Williams Monaco Trophy race 
for Grand Prix cars pre-1935, the Spero 
& Voiturette Trophies race for pre-war 
cars and an all-comers race for Historic 
Racing Cars pre-1961. Racing starts at 
1.15pm following morning practice. 


LONGRIDGE 


The Lanes & Cheshire CC organise a 
nine-race meeting on the tight quarry 
circuit near Preston on Sunday. There 
are two heats and a final for both the 
penultimate round of the Longridge 
FF1600 series and the Reliant 750 
championship with supporting races for 
modsports, special saloons and Formule 
Libre. Practice starts at 9.30am with 
racing from 1.45pm. 


THRUXTON 


The BARC run another of their Bank 
Holiday championship race meetings 
on Monday at the Hampshire circuit. 
Nine races are on the programme for 
BAF FF2000, BARC FF1600, Forward 
Trust special saloons, Formula 4, 
F1300, Mini 1275s, modsports, mono- 
posto formula and_ thoroughbred 
sports. The feature race, for FF2000 
cars, has attracted a very representative 
entry and should provide a thrilling 
spectacle round the fast sweeping 
curves at Thruxton. Practice starts at 
9am while the first race is scheduled for 
1.45pm. 


CASTLE COMBE 


The BRSCC SW Centre are in charge 
for Monday’s meeting at Castle Combe 
which features an ambitious nine-race 
programme. Top of the bill is an 
FF2000 race which has attracted 10 
Dutchmen, all of them Crosslé- 
mounted, among its competitors. Sup- 
porting races are for special saloons 
(two races), Formula Vee, Debenhams 
Escorts, Mini 1000s, Renault 5s and 
Formule Libre. Practice begins at 
8.45am followed by racing at 2pm. 


CROFT 


The Darlington & District MC are 
organising their annual ‘Battle of Brit- 
ain Race Meeting’ at Croft on Monday. 
Four car races combine with four motor 
cycle events and an air display to make 
this a popular attraction for northern 
racing enthusiasts. The car races are for 
special saloons/production sports, 
FF1600, clubmans/modsports and For- 
mule Libre which has been split into two 
classes owing to an excellent entry. 
Practice is from 9.30am with racing 
from 2.05pm. 


GURSTON DOWN 


The BARC SW Centre organise the 
13th round of the RAC Hillclimb 
Championship at the Wiltshire venue 
on Saturday and Sunday. With only a 
couple of rounds to run, Alister 
Douglas-Osborn narrowly leads Martyn 
Griffiths in the title race so both drivers 
will be all out for a victory. All the top 
championship runners will be there so a 
superb weekend’s sport is guaranteed. 
Practice is on Saturday from noon while 
the timed runs start at 12.30pm on 
Sunday. Gurston Down is near Broad 
Chalke. 


For details of Donington (Friday-Saturday) 
and Silverstone (Monday), see page 31. 


International events 


enue 
Aug 26/28 Finland 

Aug 26/28 Hungary 

Aug 26/27 Donington Park, England 
Aug 28 Zandvoort, Holland 

Aug 28 Mid Ohio, USA 

Aug 28/29 Brands Hatch, England 


British events 


Event 


1000 Lakes Rally—World Rally Championship for Makes 
Taurus Rally—European Rally Championship for Drivers. 


European F3 Championship 


Dutch Grand Prix—World Championship for Drivers & 


Manufacturers round 13 
Mid-Ohio 6 Hours (G2-4), F Atlantic 
Shelisport International (G8) 


Venue Event Status Club Start Detalis 
Aug 26/27 Donington Park, nr Castle Donington, Derby Race Meeting VR BRDC _ European F3 Championship, FF2000, FF 1600, 
Clubmans, Special Saloons 
Aug 27 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Northants Race Meeting R Bentley DC 12.45 Veteran & Vintage Cars 
Aug 27 Southend-on-Sea, Essex Rally R Wickford AC 08.30 Zero 6 Stages Rally 
Aug 27 Ely Grange, Frant Autocross R Tunbridge Wells MC - - 
Aug 27/28 Gurston Down, nr Salisbury, Wilts Hillclimb N BARC (SW) 12.30 RAC Nationa! Hillclimb Championship 
Aug 27/28 Kirkistown, N. Ireland Race Meeting N 500 MRC of Ireland - _ 
Aug 27/28/29 Santa Pod, nr Wellingborough, Drag Meeting R BDR & HRA - - 
Aug 27/28 Crest Motei, Durham Rally R Stockton & DMC - Unit-Heat Stocktonian Rally 
Aug 27/28 Kitchen Bros, Diss, Norfolk Rally R Green Belt MC 22.30 Mad Hatter Rally 
Aug 27/28 Brumby Service Garage, Scunthorpe Rally c Appieby-Frodingham WMC 23.45 Firecracker Rally 
Aug 28 Mallory Park, nr Kirkby Mallory, Leics Race Meeting R BRSCC (MC) 14.15 FF2000, Special Saloons, FF1600, Historic Sports, Modsports 
Aug 28 Snetterton, nr Thetford, Norfolk Race Meeting R BRSCC (EA) 14.00 FF1600, Special Saloons, Leyland Mini 850s, Production Sports, 
SheliSport Ladies Race 
Aug 28 Cadwell Park, nr Louth, Lincs Race Meeting c Vintage Sports CC 13.15 Veteran & Vintage Cars 
Aug 28 Tregrehan, St Austell, Cornwail Hillclimb R Truro & DMC 14.30 Esso Uniflo ASWMC 1977 Speed Championship 
Aug 28 Rumster, Lybster, Caithness Hillclimb R Caithness CC 14.30 Grampian TV Scottish Hillclimb Championship 
Aug 28 Curborough, nr Lichfield Sprint R Rolis-Royce MC 14.00 _ 
Aug 28 Ridgeway, nr Weymouth, Dorset Autocross R Woolbridge MC 09.00 Huntsman Ales Jubilee Autocross RAC/BTRDA Championships 
Aug 28 Sennowe Estate (MR132/9651288) Autocross R Dereham & DCC = Anglian Autocross Championship 
Aug 28 Perrotts Farm, Banstead, (MR187/254574) Production Trial R Mid Surrey AC _ “Social Climbers” Production Car Trial, 
Aug 28 Midsummer Common, Cambridge Autotest cP Cambridge CC 12.00 Midsummer Autotest 
Aug 28 Nurdin & Peacock Ltd., Woodside Road, | 
Eastleigh (MA185/443196) Autotest cp Southampton MC 10.30 Autumn Weaves Autotest 
Aug 28 Great Cossington Farm, Aylesford, 
Maidstone (MR188/7456023) Autotest R Maidstone & MKMC — Invicta Autotest 
Aug 28 Longridge, nr Blackpool, Lancs Race Meeting R Locc 13.45 FF1600, F750, Modsports, F Libre, Special Saloons 
Aug 28/29 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent Race Meeting vc BRSCC 14.15 ShellSport international (G8), FF 1600, G1, Production Saloons 
Sports 2000, Celebrity Race 
Aug 29 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Northants Race Meeting VR BRDC 14.00 Vandervell F3, FF1600, Special Saloons, Clubmans, 
F Super Vee, Production Sports 
Aug 29 Castle Combe, nr Chippenham, Wilts Race Meeting R BASCC (SW) 14.00 FF2000, Renault 5, F Libre, FF1600, Special Saloons, F Vee, 
MG T Types, Debenhams Escorts 
Aug 29 Thruxton, nr Andover, Hants Race Meeting R BARC 14.00 FF2000, FF1600, Monoposto, F4, F1300, Special Saloons, 
Mini 1275GTs, Modsports, Thoroughbred Sports 
Aug 29 Croft, nr Darlington, Co Durham Race Meeting R Darlington & DMC - _ 
Aug 29 Lydden Hill, nr Canterbury, Kent Rallycross c TEAC 14.00 -- 
Aug 29 (MR187/363504) nr Godstone Autocross R Surrey Sporting MC 14.30 


f . 


Like Vauxhall, 


Take a great tread forward. 
Drive the new Michelin X ZX. 


